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Understanding Climate Change: A Call to Action
One of the most important issues affecting our world right now is climate change. I'll be talking about climate change in our first blog post, especially as it's covered in Unit 1 of our module materials. I think that understanding the basics of this topic is essential for students like us, both for our academic development and for our duty as knowledgeable global citizens.
As I go more into the subject of climate change, it's clear that this complicated issue affects every facet of society and our way of life and is not limited to the field of environmental science. The first lesson from our module materials that strikes a chord with me is the basic knowledge that excessive greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere cause climate change. These gases trap heat and lead to global warming. The main ones are carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide (Etminan, et al., 2016).
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Figure 1: Climate change
(Source: Fair Observer)

This process has a well-established scientific basis, and as responsible citizens, I think it is our responsibility to acknowledge this and take appropriate action. There are extensive repercussions from rising global temperatures. Indicators of the effects of climate change include melting ice caps, increasing sea levels, and an increase in the frequency of extreme weather events (Townson, 2021)
The role that human activity plays in accelerating climate change is also included in our module materials. This is the point at which individual accountability is necessary. The primary causes of greenhouse gas emissions include the burning of fossil fuels for energy, deforestation, and different industrial operations. While it's simple to blame certain businesses, we also need to acknowledge that everyday decisions we make, like as cutting back on meat intake or taking public transit, help find solutions. I genuinely think that everyone can contribute to reducing the effects of climate change (Williston, 2018). 
Even though there are times when it seems impossible to address the problems caused by climate change, I firmly believe that the first step towards real change is education. We have the skills and information necessary to deal with this global problem thanks to the studies we've done in this module. As far as it is required, we have a moral duty to actively interact with the issue (Jones, et al., 2023).
In summary, my investigation into climate change in Unit 1 of our module materials has expanded my comprehension of the problem. It has strengthened my conviction that we must take a leading role in halting climate change as students and future leaders. We have a responsibility to act, comprehend the science, accept personal responsibility, and promote social justice (García and Sanz, 2018).
This is about guaranteeing a better future for ourselves and future generations, not just about rescuing the earth. I hope that this blog article acts as a call to action, inspiring you to contribute to the solution to this urgent global issue, just as it has inspired me. 
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Social challenges faced by society
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Figure 2:  Poverty and Inequality image
(Source: Genially)
As discussed in Unit 1 of our module materials, we dig into the complex web of social difficulties that our society faces in this second blog article. Not only do the topics covered in this unit spark my intellectual interest, but they also have a profound bearing on the world we live in. It is our responsibility as students to understand and consider these issues since they shape the world in which we currently live and will someday operate (Wade, 2020).
Recognising the complexity of the issues facing our society lays the groundwork for our investigation of social concerns. We are introduced to a wide range of topics in our module materials, including racism, prejudice, poverty and inequality. These issues are linked by how they affect people's access to opportunities, well-being, and quality of life both individually and in communities (Roy, et al., 2019).
Poverty is one of the main topics covered in Unit 1. Poverty affects people on a social, political, and psychological level in addition to the economic one. I was astounded by the problem's enormity when I dug more into the papers. A complex network of interrelated issues, poverty includes limited access to fundamental essentials such as housing, healthcare, education, and even employment. Not only is money a scarce resource, but human dignity is also being undermined. My viewpoint has changed when I see that poverty is a complex issue (Hills, et al., 2019).
Discrimination and racism are two more important topics included in the curriculum materials. It is impossible to overestimate how widespread these problems are. Given that we are members of a diverse society as students, we must understand the structural and systemic underpinnings of racism. I've had to face some hard facts concerning the existence of racial bias and the inequities that arise in different spheres of life because of the course materials. 
It is depressing to see that discrimination and hostility against women continue, even in the face of tremendous progress. My understanding of gender issues, including the gender pay gap and the lack of representation of women in leadership positions, has improved as a result of the materials. It is our responsibility as students to question and change these systems (Edelman,  Luca and Svirsky, 2017).
Another area of emphasis for our module contents is education, which is crucial in forming society. Recognising the differences in educational results and access which are frequently impacted by socioeconomic status is crucial.  To sum up, Unit 1's study of societal concerns has extended my viewpoint and strengthened my will to deal with these problems. As students, we actively participate in the social narrative that is being written about us rather than just being passive bystanders. Our comprehension of these obstacles ought to motivate us to undertake significant measures to bring about constructive transformation. The possibility for a more just, inclusive, and equal society makes the route worthwhile even if it may be difficult (Rao, et al., 2017).
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Navigating Bias in the Exploration of Contemporary Challenges
As discussed in Unit 2 of our programme materials, we go into the important topic of possible bias when examining modern difficulties in our last blog article. Students must hone their critical analysis skills, particularly in the digital age we live in, when prejudices can skew our perceptions and make it difficult to grasp complicated problems (Ross, 2020). 
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Figure 3 Contemporary Issues
(Source: What is a Contemporary Issue? (aralipunan.com)
Even while it's frequently connected to overt prejudice, bias has many broader definitions, especially when considering today's issues. Subtle manifestations of it include the way data is chosen and presented, how issues are framed, and the decisions made when crafting narratives. These prejudices have a big effect on how we see an issue, the remedies that are suggested, and even who gets credit for what (Carleton and Hsiang, 2016).
The realisation that a wide range of parties with conflicting interests frequently support modern issues is one of the most important lessons to be learned from Unit 2. To prevent having a skewed knowledge of a subject, students must be aware of these various viewpoints and make an effort to consult a variety of sources.
The media, a major factor in forming public opinion, can introduce bias. The materials for our module have prompted me to carefully consider the information sources, the editorial decisions made, and the possible agendas of media outlets. Even if the media is a useful information source, it's important to examine it critically (Tomislav, 2018).
These factors may unintentionally result in prejudice in public discourse, research, and policymaking. It is our responsibility as students to critically analyse the funding sources for research, the political players' objectives, and the influence of societal norms on how topics are framed. This increased consciousness is a means of reducing any prejudices.
Echo chambers are a problem in the era of social media and internet platforms that we need to address. These online forums have the power to confirm our preexisting ideas while restricting our exposure to opposing perspectives. This is also biased behaviour. It is our duty as students to aggressively seek out alternative views and participate in civil, fact-based discourse (Fenton, 2018).
The need for critical thinking in combating prejudice is another essential component. The need for analytical abilities for analysing data, assessing the strength of the evidence, and differentiating between opinion and reality is emphasised in Unit 2. By using critical thinking, we may recognise logical fallacies, hidden motivations, and discrepancies in the material we come across (VanderWeele and Ding, 2017).
In conclusion, a major subject in Unit 2 of our module materials is the investigation of bias in the analysis of current issues. It is our responsibility as students to examine material critically and to be aware of the possibility of bias in all of its manifestations. Through the proactive pursuit of varied viewpoints, meticulous examination of data, and self-awareness regarding our prejudices, we may more adeptly and honestly negotiate the intricate terrain of modern concerns. 
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