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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Although I work in adult services and have no prior experience in children's services, I still have a duty to protect everyone according to the Code of Professional Practice (Social Care Wales, 2017). Also, I work with adults who may have children. I must also adhere to policies to safeguard them.
In Wales, there are strong laws and policies in place to make sure children are kept safe and well cared for. One of the most important laws is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014). This law outlines how professionals and organisations should collaborate to protect children and support their overall well-being. 
The Act places a statutory duty on relevant partners to report concerns about children who may be at risk of abuse, neglect, or harm (SSWB(W)A, 2014). It also places responsibilities on local authorities to assess and meet the care and support needs of children, with emphasis on prevention and well-being (Welsh Government, 2014a). Section 130, Part 7 of the Act highlights the duty to report children at risk, making sure that safeguarding is a shared responsibility among all professionals (Welsh Government, 2014b)
Different local authorities develop their own safeguarding procedures in line with national guidance. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 provide an all-Wales framework to ensure consistency in reporting, screening, and responding to concerns (National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2019). Referrals usually happen through Multi-Agency Referral Forms (MARFs), where concerns and family information are shared. These referrals are carefully reviewed to decide whether urgent action is needed or if the situation calls for a more detailed assessment and support (National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2019). Although this system helps create consistency, it still relies heavily on professionals’ judgment and the effectiveness of collaboration between different agencies, which means that the way things are handled can sometimes vary. 
If screening identifies immediate concerns, an investigation is completed under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 (Children Act, 1989). This can be done regardless of the state of the assessment under Part 3 of SSWB(W)A 2014 (Welsh Government, 2014). This investigation will determine whether the threshold for significant harm under Section 47 has been met. If yes, a strategy meeting involving a multidisciplinary team of professionals, including health, social services, and the police, will be held to decide what to do (HM Government, 2018)
The outcome of the meeting will determine the immediate actions to be taken to safeguard the child. This may mean initiating the Police Protection Order under Section 46 of the Children Act, which allows a child to be removed for up to 72 hours, or the Emergency Protection Order under Section 44, which allows social services to remove a child for up to 8 days legally (Children Act,1989)
In summary, safeguarding children in Wales is supported by a framework that is multi-layered. Regional Safeguarding Children Boards (RSCBs) are multi-agency bodies established under SSWB(W)A 2014 to ensure these local safeguarding procedures are consistent, reviewed regularly, and that all agencies effectively coordinate their roles (Welsh Government, 2014; National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2019). 505 words
















	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Safeguarding in adult and children’s services in Wales supports the same principles to protect, prevent, and promote the well-being of both adults and children. However, there are differences in how risks are approached.  
In children’s services, safeguarding is guided by the principle that the welfare of the child is paramount (Children Act, 1989). The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 mandates local authorities to act where a child is at risk of harm, even if there is no consent from the family (Welsh Government, 2014). The Mental Capacity Act (MCA) does not apply to children under 16 when it comes to understanding risks because it is designed for adults. Instead, professionals use the Gillick/Fraser rule to decide if a child is mature enough to make important decisions about their own care (National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2019) 
Also, under the Children Act 1989, young people aged 16 and 17 are still legally considered children, so this law takes priority over the MCA (HM Government, 2005; Children Act, 1989). In situations where there is serious harm involved, safeguarding measures take precedence over all these rules to keep the child safe.
Adult safeguarding is also covered by SSWB(W)A 2014, but it takes a different approach, especially when it comes to respecting autonomy and mental capacity. According to the MCA 2005, adults are assumed to have the right to make their own choices, even if these choices are risky, unless they have been assessed to lack the capacity (HM Government, 2005). This means that adult safeguarding must strike a careful balance between protecting people and respecting their individual rights (Brayne & Carr, 2018). 
This balance is also supported by The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, particularly when there is a serious risk of harm.  (Welsh Government, 2019). For example, an adult experiencing domestic abuse and coercive control may be supported without overriding their decision to remain in the situation, unless they lack capacity or the public protection concern exists (Welsh Government, 2014)
Another important difference is the threshold for intervention from the authorities. With children, concerns often trigger immediate safeguarding responses because they can’t protect themselves. For adults, intervention only happens when there is “reasonable cause to suspect that an adult is at risk” (SSWB(W)A 2014, S. 126), and any actions must be proportionate and focused on the individual’s needs.
Finally, children’s safeguarding usually focuses on supporting the whole family and helping parent develop their ability to care for their child. In contrast, adult safeguarding tends to focus more on supporting individuals, helping them maintain their independence, and promoting recovery.   
In summary, both children's and adult services are committed to keeping people safe, but their approaches are different. Safeguarding children in Wales is primarily about protection and intervening, when necessary, whereas adult safeguarding focuses on empowering individuals to make their own choices, emphasising consent and respect for their rights. A key part of safeguarding children is making sure their voices are heard and taken seriously in all decisions that affect them, reflecting their right to be listened to.  (UNCRC, 1989; Welsh Government, 2019). 432 words
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