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Vulnerability, welfare, and risk 

This assignment will evaluate the key entitlements for victims as outlined in The Victims Code (UK Government, 2015). This essay will also discuss how effective are special measures designed to help vulnerable people as victims. This essay will explain the victims code, what is it and what the details are. This assignment will also look at the key findings of a review by the London victim’s commissioner. This essay will talk about how a new law will aid victims of crime. The London victim commissioner has to be one step ahead and introducing new laws can bring criminals to justice. This has to be done, otherwise criminals will get away with the crimes they have committed. This essay will first explain what a victim is and who is a victim under the code. It will also explain what is meant by a vulnerable person.  The essay will then go on to discuss the rights of victims, support for witnesses and victims and who is responsible for meeting the code. 
According to Cambridgeshire constabulary (2022) under the victim’s code a victim is described as who has been harmed (Physically, financially, or emotionally, injured or killed as a result of a crime. You can be physically harmed by being held hostage and tied to a chair being restricted of freedom. By being a victim of financial issues, this can be your credit card being taken away from you and being used by the criminal. According to Healthy place (2022) being emotionally targeted as a victim is not receiving the food or care they need. To help a vulnerable victim in this case they will need to have special counselling after the crime they have been on the end of. Also being a close relative of the victim can have an impact on you as it can get to you as an individual as it will trigger the same issues e.g., mentally, and emotionally as you have witnessed a crime right in front of your eyes.  
According to John Dwyer, Police & Crime commissioner for Cheshire (2021) a victim is someone who has suffered harm, including physical, mental, or emotional harm. According to South Lanarkshire adult protection committee (2021) physical harm is where a victim is hit, slapped, pushed, shaken, or has their hair pulled. Also, physical harm can be tying someone to a chair, restricting their freedom, not giving them food, or not letting them take their medication which can happen to vulnerable adults in care. According to South Lanarkshire adult protection committee (2021) Emotional harm is where you feel anxious, afraid, upset, afraid of someone and confused. Emotional harm is very serious as emotionally it can get to you and can cause depression and anxiety. According to Fletcher (2019) severe emotional abuse can be as damaging as physical abuse and will lead to low self-esteem and depression. The study also encourages that emotional abuse can contribute to chronic conditions such as fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue syndrome. According to NSPCC (2021) Emotional abuse for a victim is very damaging as it causes different health problems, for example, mental health, depression, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts. 
According to Ministry of justice (2020) vulnerable people have enhanced rights. The victim’s code acknowledges that victims who are considered intimidated or vulnerable, are a victim of the most serious crime. Under the enhanced rights code, vulnerable victims are eligible for enhanced rights as long as they are under the age of 18 at the time of the offence, as the standard of their evidence is likely to be affected especially if they suffer from mental health issues, significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning or have a physical disability or are suffering from a physical disorder. Vulnerable victims are entitled to enhanced rights under this code as an intimidated victim as long as the service provider views that the quality of their evidence will be affected because of distress and fear about testifying in court. The quality of the victim’s evidence is important as having proper and adequate evidence can convict the criminal in a quick and efficient manner.    
According to the Ministry of justice (2020) the code of practise for victims of crime (Victims code) (UK Government 2005) sets out the services and a minimum standard for these services that must be provided to victims of crime. Under the victim’s code 2015 a person is a victim if they are someone who has suffered harm, which includes physical, mental, or emotional harm. Another way someone is a victim, is someone who is a close relative of a person whose death was directly caused by a criminal offence. As a victim it is tough to recover from certain crimes, especially being on the end of a physically driven crime. Being hit or punched is a serious crime and under the victim’s code (UK Government, 2005) there must be help and information given to victims in order for them to recover from crimes they have been subjected to.  
According to Victim support (2021) the victim’s code applies to all criminal justice agencies, which includes the police, crown prosecution services, court services and the probation service. The code was first established by the domestic violence, crime and victims act 2004, which came into effect in 2006. The code sets out what each criminal justice agency must do for victims and the time scale they must do it in. For example, the police force’s job is to catch the criminals, interview them and deliver justice to victims and their families. The police force will have a certain time period in which they need to catch criminals, which includes attending crime scenes and picking up adequate evidence to prove the criminals are responsible for the crime they have committed. 
[bookmark: _Int_SfRCtrpL]According to Collins (2021) a vulnerable person is someone who is weak and without protection, which may result in someone being hurt physically or emotionally. Being hurt physically and emotionally can cause different health problems such as mental ill health.  
According to Police & crime commissioner West Yorkshire (2021) people are vulnerable if they are in a situation where they cannot protect themselves. Also, if their circumstances change and they are unable to help themselves. Both of these examples are ways where a person cannot protect themselves. There are many ways that people can become victims of crime such as poor neighbourhoods, family crime inheritance and lack of youth activities. According to nwi.com (2017) children can very easily grow up and become criminals when their parents are in jail. They will take drugs, play violent computer games. In other words, young people need positive role models in their lives to become positive civilians. A poor neighbourhood can make someone vulnerable as potential criminals haven’t got any means of wealth as they may not be able to get a job because of their criminal record. This will have a knock on effect for people in communities as they automatically become victims of crime for no fault of their own. Another way someone can become vulnerable is by their family upbringing, which is because they will automatically turn to crime as they will follow the trend and this is the only life they know. Vulnerability comes into the picture here as people in communities will automatically be targeted as people from high crime rate families are out there causing trouble to the public. Lastly a lack of youth activities will have a big impact on crime rates and vulnerability to the public. This is because criminals turn to crime as this is what they like doing and feeds off their habits, for example, drug intake and drinking alcohol.  
 According to Elaw talk (2021) the lifestyle theory maintains that criminals target people due to their lifestyle. Some examples of lifestyles which lead to vulnerability are walking alone in the night, drinking excessively, and doing drugs. These examples make someone automatically vulnerable as they are putting themselves out there for criminals to target them. Walking alone in the night can be a major reason for high crime rates in communities. This is because if someone is walking alone at night, and a gang of four approach them, they are severely out-numbered and criminals find them an easy target of crime. By walking with a friend, it puts off criminals as they have to fight off the two people. Another example is taking drugs and drinking excessively. Both of these examples will make someone an easy target because someone under the influence cannot defend themselves as taking drugs and drinking will make them weak and defenceless. Criminals will seize on this chance as these are easy for them to target. 
According to Victim support (2021) the Victim’s Code states that if someone has been a victim of crime, they have the right to receive a certain level of service from the criminal justice system. They have the right to be able to understand and to be understood, to be given the details of the crime that happened without unjustified delay, to be provided with information about compensation, to be provided with information about the investigation and prosecution and to be provided with information when reporting the crime. According to Gov.Uk (2021) a victim will be told what to expect at every stage of the justice system, including if it’s their first time. They should also be told when the criminal is due to leave prison. Victims of sexual violence have the right to choose the gender of the police interviewer. 
According to Gov.UK (2021) there is support for victims. This includes emotional support, finding somewhere to stay and counselling. There is another scheme which is called the ‘Victim contact scheme’. If a victim meets two criteria, which are if they’ve been involved in a violent or sexual crime and the offender is sentenced to 12 months or more in prison. This will help victims of rape as this kind of crime committed has a severe knock on effect for people who have been raped. The victim contact scheme is a service which provides extra information about the sentencing and parole of the offender and keeps the victim up to date with their sentence, as well as supporting them to request ‘licence conditions’ for example that the perpetrator must not contact the victim. Receiving counselling and emotional support can aid victims as they won’t feel as alone and they will feel they can share their thoughts and feelings with someone. Also, by joining this programme, victims will be allocated a victim liaison officer. This programme will tell the victim how long the offender will be in prison for and when the offender is up for parole. The victim contact scheme is an important platform as they specifically target those who have been on the end of violent, sexual crime and someone who has been sentenced to 12 months or more in prison. Being sentenced 12 months or more in prison is a serious crime and victims need specific help and advice. Victims who have been raped will need to seek advice from the victim contact scheme, and this is a good way for victims to recover and live their normal lives again. 
 Counselling is very important for victims as they give you their opinions or advice, as a victim this is important as having the correct information and advice will heal them physically and mentally. It is important for victims to receive counselling as well as they may have been affected from the crime they have witnessed, not all witnesses need counselling but some do.   
According to Gov.UK (2021) the role of the victim’s commissioner is to promote the interest of victims and witnesses. Also, they are there to encourage good practise in their treatment and regularly analyse the code of practise for victims which sets out the services victims can expect to receive. The victims commissioner job here is to make sure that individuals working for the victim’s commissioner are carrying out their job properly and are meeting the victim’s code. They are also there to make sure that victims and witnesses are getting adequate treatment, this means that they are getting the right information and support of the crime they have suffered from. It is important that there are victim commissioners out there as many people are victims of crime and need someone there to help them as being a victim of crime can be life threatening. By having adequate support, this will make a positive effect on victims as they can recover from being a victim of crime. 
According to Mayor of London (2021) London’s independent victim’s commissioner is calling for a new law to be put in place after finding out that victims of crime are continuously being failed by the criminal justice system. This is very important for victims as the criminal justice system must be able to convict criminals for the crimes they have carried out. By introducing a new law, this can aid victims as the new law can help the victim commissioner by being able to force a law that hasn’t been there before. By victims being failed by the criminal justice system, this can motivate criminals to carry out more crimes as they know that the criminal justice system can’t keep up with the number of crimes happening. This will be a huge problem for victims as they can be mentally and physically drained from this scenario.      
According to CPS (2021) the victim’s right to review scheme allows victims to seek review of certain crown prosecution service decisions not to start a prosecution or to stop a prosecution. This is an important safeguard in Wales and England. This is an effective measure as being able to stop a prosecution can be beneficial to a victim as they may not want a prosecution to go ahead for certain reasons. According to NOLO (2022) in a case of domestic violence or assault, even if the victim doesn’t want to “press charges” the prosecutor can still decide to proceed without the victims co-operation. 
To conclude, this essay has gone in-depth on how people become victims of crime and what special measures are out there to aid victims of crime. The code of practise for victims focuses on victims’ rights and sets out the minimum standard that organisations must provide to victims of crime. As explained in the essay a victim is someone who has suffered harm, including physical, mental, and emotional harm. All these examples have a knock on effect on victims as it can cause different health problems. An example of a scenario is being assaulted or being mugged. This can cause someone to become depressed and can cause anxiety. By being assaulted and not letting anyone know about it can get to you as an individual, this can cause you to not trust anyone and can prevent you to go about your everyday life as normal. The victim contact scheme is another important platform for vulnerable victims. Being a victim of rape is a major crime to be on the end of, by the victim contact scheme interfering and helping victims, this will help victims as there is support out there for victims of rape. Being vulnerable to rape is a major area for the victim contact scheme to help and advice victims. When it comes to counselling, this is very important for vulnerable victims as having the right and proper counselling can aid the victim and can restore them back to their normal everyday lives. The role of the victim commissioner is important for vulnerable victims as they promote the interest of victims and witnesses. Just like a victim, the witness can be affected by the crime they have witnessed. It is important that the victim commissioner carry out their job effectively and properly, people working for the victim commissioner must work to their maximum and meet the victims code. This essay has talked about the victims right to review scheme, Also the essay has explained that the prosecutor can go ahead with a case without the need of the victim of wanting to press charges. This essay has talked about that a victim may not want to press charges for certain reasons. To summarise this essay has explained what the victims code is, who is a victim, enhanced rights for the more serious crimes, the code of practise for victims and who is a vulnerable person from crimes committed. This assignment has taught me that there is a lot of help out there for victims and witnesses, all victims help platforms must meet the victims code 2015 and must work to their maximum to ensure that victims are getting the right help, by mastering this it will ensure that victims can recover from the crimes they have been on the of.      
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