Assignment 2-Essay plan and example paragraph- Celtic Studies-Nicola Scanlan

‘To what extent was ‘love’ an important theme in the poetry of Dafydd ap Gwilym and should he be remembered primarily as a Medieval courtly love poet?’

1. Introduction/ Extent of ‘love’ as theme in Dafydd’s poetry

· Who was Dafydd? 

· Dafydd ap Gwilym was a leading Welsh poet who experimented with new techniques and themes, often referred to as a love poet due to his focus on his life experiences and women. 
· See the Dafydd ap Gwilym Society (no longer active?) and Gwaith Dafydd Ap Gwilym. net set up in 2001 by Dafydd Johnson and Daniel Huws, included essays and translations of 170 Gwilym’s work.
· Poems can be divided into thematic topics like dafydd.net have done i.e. love, nature, praise, religious, females etc.

· What is meant by ‘love theme’ in Welsh literary tradition? 


· Dafydd was a young poet trained in traditional bardic ways, he experimented with the cywydd metre (rhyming couples and 7-line syllables- was this to match the intensity of the theme of love?).
· Females were a focus for his work, at the time praise poetry was in the form of odes (panegyric?). Also, note the use of nature as poetic imagery. 

-His most famous poems about love? 

· The Seagull -love message carried by a Seagull to a girl.
· Morfudd like the sun- Imagery used compare the lightness of the sun and the girl.  When the sun disappears does that represent the girl disappearing/ inconsistent? 

· How important was the love theme in Dafydd’s work? 

· The poem The Seagull shows hints of the praise/ Ovidian style to Dafydd’s work. See how the lines below focus on the intensity and love for the anonymous girl, although the final line might be somewhat a contrast/ manipulation, if she does not reply it will be the end of him. 
· Dramatic and a heavy way to finish a love poem. 
· The extent or importance of ‘love’ in Gwilym’s work is exemplified by the volume of poems he produced. These may not have all be stories about his own life however the focus of his work does seem to be surrounding love and the intensity and situations he writes about. Therefore ‘love’ seems an especially important theme running through his work. 
· Line 11- ‘Praise’
· Line 25 ‘Sought after girl’
· Line 28 ‘Fairest girl’
· Line 30 ‘Death of me’

Citations
Translations from:
 www.daffydapgwilym.net/index_eng.php {accessed 29/11/20}
‘The Literary Context’ Huw Marion Edward, 2010 p. 1-3
Blackfriars, p.132-135


2. Should he be remembered primarily as medieval courtly love poet?


-Courtly love vs romantic love?

· Romantic love is seen as the emotional connection with another person whereas courtly love is based around chivalry, the love between a knight and noblewoman. It is accepted as a French concept. 
· Throughout medieval literature there are examples of this kind of setting within poems, it could be described as the knight setting out on adventures and giving praises to win the females love. 
· Interestingly it was never read in private, it was recited in public accompanied by music. 
· As a courtly love poet, the function of Dafydd’s poetry ‘is to proclaim the pre-eminence and authority of native nobility of the 14the century Wales, the uchelwyr.’ The ‘courtly’ theme seems to convey a pursuit of capturing the authority and power play of ‘love’ between the ladies he writes about and male perspective trying to impress or praise them.   
· This fits with his use of the traditional bardic style and innovating it to his agenda. 

- Arguments supporting why Dafydd’s work should be remembered as a courtly love poem/ comparison to other great poets:

· Dafydd could be compared to Chaucer, who although they never met, Dafydd’s legacy ‘like Chaucer’s compromises not only as a body of poems but also the transformation of poetry of his nation’. He is also remembered for ‘loosening the aristocratic Bardic tradition’ making love poetry and ‘poets of the Princes’ tradition more accessible and take on a folk influence possibly due to his travels. 
· Ultimately, he is likened to other first great poets such as Chaucer who showed their observation of nobility within their own country. Overall Dafydd goes beyond the average love poem and appreciation of his homeland, he is also compared to some of the great poets. 
· Meaning, it is correct to remember his work as primarily in the form of a courtly love poet due to the volume of poems primarily in pursuit of noblewomen/ acts of chivalry. 
· Even worth noting the construction of his poems and the poets voice of authority through his works pay homage to acts of chivalry.
Conclusion
· ‘The key to Dafydd’s poetry is as an innovator (Luft)’ and can be seen as the father of personal poetry in Wales, the volume of works relating to women, chivalry are key arguments in reference to ‘courtly love’
·  His companions to Chaucer and other greats poets cement his legacy.

Citations
Welsh, Andrew. ‘Studies in the age of Chaucer’, Vol. 20, p.246-249, (Project Muse, 1998)

Futon, Helen. ‘The Poetic Construction of Authority: Dafydd ap Gwilym and the Uchelwyr’, Australia and New Zealand Association of Medieval and Early Modern Studies. vol.10, no 1. Pp15-34  (1992)

[bookmark: _Hlk58178607]Moller,H. ‘The Meaning of Courtly Love’ The Journal of American Folklore Society, Vol.73, No.287, pp.39-52 (1960)

Luft, D. ‘Genre and Diction in the Poetry of Dafydd ap Gwilym: The Revelation of Cultural Tension’, Vol.18/19 pp.278-297, Department of Celtic Languages & Literatures, Harvard University (1998/1999)






3. Glossary
-Panegyric- A poem of praise, related to Eulogy and odes. 
-Cywydd- Metrical form in welsh poetry, forms in couplets, 7 syllable lines, rhyme may fall on either accented or unaccented syllables.
Ovidian tradition- Love poetry








 Example paragraph- Introduction/love themes:

Daffyd was trained in the bardic tradition, often writing about events in his own life and his encounters whilst travelling, this may have exposed him to new themes and shaped his poetic style. He is often remembered as a love poet and as experimenting with the cywydd meter and typically of Welsh literary tradition this included imagery from nature as well as addressing women in his work. Daffyd turned [footnoteRef:1]‘aside from tradition of heroic panegyric to embrace what Daffyd himself called the art of Ovid’. At this point in Welsh literature it is clear to see Daffyd although traditionally trained is reinventing the style of his poetry, experimenting with different metre and focussing on his life experiences and out of that a strong love theme emerges. Daffyd’s poetic themes [footnoteRef:2]‘seem to rise like Goethe’s songs out of moments of experience, realised with swift intensity, accidents, and occasions for incandescence.’ This description of Daffyd’s work captures the spirit of love especially when compared to Goathe, there is a feeling of the drama, excitement, energy and often mishaps that can be found within love themes in literature. An example of this mixture of praise, love and intensity can be found in Yr Wylan (The Seagull) which is a poem commending a seagull delivering a love note to an anonymous girl. Throughout the poem Daffyd gives [footnoteRef:3]‘perfect praise’ of the girl. The final line on the final stanza reads [footnoteRef:4]‘the girl will be the death of me.’ Here we are seeing how intense his emotions are at that moment, to the point where he is saying if he does not hear back from the girl he will die. This is a quick snapshot of the direct association between Daffyd, his words and his emotions around the theme of love and the importance of it within his work. Dafydd’s legacy still stands today and he is often referred to as an innovator and the father of personal poetry in Wales.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Saunders. L, ‘DAFYDD AP GWILYM’ (Blackfriars Press) 1953-03-01, Vol.34 (396). P.132]  [2:  Saunders. L, ‘DAFYDD AP GWILYM’ (Blackfriars Press) 1953-03-01, Vol.34 (396). P.35
]  [3:   Gwilym. D, ‘Yr Wylan’, Daffyd ap Gwilym.net (Swansea University) http://www.dafyddapgwilym.net/eng/3win.php [accessed 1/12/20]]  [4:  Daffyd ap Gwilym.net (Swansea University)

]  [5:  Luft, D. ‘Genre and Diction in the Poetry of Dafydd ap Gwilym: The Revelation of Cultural Tension’ Vol.18/19 pp.278-297, Department of Celtic Languages & Literatures, Harvard University (1998/1999)
] 
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