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Acquired Environment Affects A Human Character

According to Xun Zi’s 'Evil Human Nature' and Mencius’s 'Theory of Original Goodness of Human Nature', People are born with their character. However, both good and bad characters will still change according to acquired influence. Examples, family environment, natural environment, and school environment. These environments will affect a person’s thoughts, behaviors, and interests to some extent. "People without morality" will not go far. ‘Moral is the foundation of being a person, and the first thing to be a person and do things is to cultivate morality. Personal morality is the overall presentation of a certain society's moral principles and value norms in individual thoughts and behaviors. The "Outline for the Implementation of Citizens' Ethics in the New Era" emphasizes the need to promote the practice of personal ethics with patriotism, dedication, fairness and compliance, diligence and kindness, generosity and integrity, self-improvement and self-discipline as the main content, and encourage people to develop good behaviors in daily life. In the personal quality structure, personal character is a very important part. The perfection and achievement of other qualities such as talents cannot be separated from the support of moral strength. Personal morality determines a person's choice of behavior in real life and social practice, as well as the coordination and handling of various relationships, which directly shows the level of personal realm and quality. The ancient Chinese said that there were "three immortals": morality, meritorious service, and advocacy. Putting virtue in the first place is to emphasize its basic and prerequisite role in people, and things.

The acquired environment affects a person's character. In the southern regions, there is a bird called the “dunce dove” that builds its nest out of feathers woven together with hair and attaches the nest to the flowering tassels of reeds. The winds come, the tassels snap off, the eggs break, and the baby birds are killed. It is not that the nest was not well made; rather, it resulted from what it was attached to. In the western regions, there is a tree called the “servant’s cane” that has a trunk only four inches long and grows on the top of high mountains, yet it looks down into chasms a hundred fathoms deep. It is not that a tree’s trunk can grow to such length; rather, it is the result of its situation. Raspberry vines growing among hemp plants are not staked, yet they grow up straight. White sand put into the black slime will mix with it and become entirely black. If the roof of the orchid and the rhizome of the valerian is soaked in the water used to wash rice, the gentlemen will not go near them, and the petty man will not wear them. It is not that their substance is unpleasing; it is the result of what they were soaked in. Accordingly, where the gentleman resides is sure to be a carefully chosen neighborhood, and when he travels, it is certain to be in the company of scholars, so that he can keep away from what is untoward and low and draw near what is fair and upright.[footnoteRef:1] This classic comes from "Xunzi", which means no matter what a person's inherent quality is, it will change under various influences. For example, if a person's inherent quality is good, the acquired influence may become bad. In contrast, if a person's inherent quality is bad, the acquired influence may become good. [1:  J. Knoblock, Xunzi: A Translation and Study of the Complete Works,  3 Vols, Stanford: Stanford University Press 1988-1994, p. 3.] 


First， the natural environment affects a person's character. Oranges grown south of the Huai River are true oranges; once transplanted to the north of the river, they become trifoliate oranges. [footnoteRef:2]This classic comes from"Yanzi Chunqiu·Miscellaneous Six", which means every place has its own different culture and history, so people born in different places will be influenced by different cultures and history，the formed character will be different. For example, Westerners’ personalities will be more open than Eastern ones. Besides, Westerners become independent on their own once they reach adulthood, and they rarely support their parents. On the contrary, Orientals will live with their parents once they reach adulthood and will support their parents. This is because of cultural differences. The elderly in the West emphasize independence in spirit and are unwilling to rely on their children. They rely on medical insurance and medical staff when they fall ill, and rely on the country’s generous welfare benefits for their old-age care, without the need for children to intervene. There is not much economic communication between the elderly and their children. Parents do not support adult children. On the contrary, children do not need to support the elderly. The elderly in the East prefer to enjoy the happiness of family, and the Orientals also believe that it is necessary to support their parents, so some parents will live with their children and grandchildren, and some will live nearby or next door easier to take care of.  [2:  Sisu04, Yanzi Chunqiu·Miscellaneous Six: A Translation of ‘Oranges grown south of the Huai River are true oranges; once transplanted to the north of the river, they become trifoliate oranges’ : DISCUZ, 15 March 2010.] 


Then, the family environment also can affect a person's character. 'Like father, like son.' This classic comes from "Kong Congzi·Juwei".[footnoteRef:3] Parents are the ones who accompany their children for the longest time, so children are very easily affected by what their parents say and do. In this way, parents became the most important teacher in a child's life. Whether at home or out, parents must keep a good example for their children, learn how to be self-discipline. When at home, parents try not to quarrel in front of their children and avoid bad habits in front of their children. For example, alcoholism, picky eaters, and gambling. When outside, parents must maintain good quality, treat others politely, respect others and abide by the rules. Because these will be remembered by the children, and they will learn what their parents say and do. These will also affect their character development. If parents quarrel in front of their children, speak the foul language, behave impolitely, disrespect others, gamble, fight, do these bad things. It will cause children to learn these bad things. Besides that, the happiness of the family will also affect the children. For example, a child in a loving and happy family will have a healthy mental state, which indirectly leads to his character becoming more positive. On the contrary, a child in a family full of violence, gambling, and divorce, his mental state will be very unhealthy, which will lead to his negative character. Parents’ educational methods and personalities will also affect children’s character. If a child is inferior and cowardly, one of the parents must be a demanding person. If a child likes violence or servility, there must be a parent who likes to beat and scold. If the child is timid, it must be because the parents have too much control and often blame and arrange for the child to make decisions. If the child is not kind, there must be one parent who lacks compassion. If the child does not understand right and wrong, there must be an autocratic parent who likes to make decisions for the child, or an unreasonable parent. If the child is careful, it is because of the lack of a tolerant family environment, and blame is the main tone of the family. A child who lacks self-motivated news is often because the parents are too demanding of their children or their parents are too low of themselves. If the child is lazy, it is because the parents do too much for the child. If a child likes to complain, there must be a negative-thinking parent who transmits negative energy to the child every day. If you have a bad temper, there must be a parent who has a bad temper and is accustomed to communicating with others in a bad way of getting angry. [3:  漢典Han Dian, Kong Congzi·Juwei: A Translation of 'Like father, like son.’] 

If the child is self-righteous, this is the inevitable outcome of parental doting. If the child does not care about people, the parent pampers too much and does not let the child show. If the child is often unhappy and keeps his face straight all day, it is because the husband and wife are at odds, or the relationship between the parents and the child is tense. If the child is too sensitive and suspicious, it is because the family is not tolerant and lacks warmth. If children don’t like learning, it’s often because parents don’t like learning, or don’t think learning is important. If the child is cold and withdrawn, there must be a parent who is indifferent or likes violence. If the child is too selfish, there must be a doting parent. These all show that parents have a great influence on children.

Next, the school environment can affect a person's character. It is easier to be influenced by classmates and teachers in school. Students will have nearly half a day to study in school, and there will be teachers during this time, so teachers are one of the people who accompany students the longest in school. The teacher is another person besides the parents who have the responsibility to educate students. In the eyes of the students, the teacher is a very dignified person. Therefore, the teacher's behavior and words will affect the students' psychology. For example, if the teacher treats every student equally, he will not punish them physically or verbally violence. In this way, the mental state of the students will be very healthy. On the contrary, if the teacher only cares about a part of the students, ignores other students, or severe corporal punishment and verbal violence. This will cause the students' mental state to become unhealthy, their personality will become more and more inferior, rebellious, etc. That is because teachers’ language violence may cause students to completely deny the value of life due to the loss of self-esteem. Self-esteem is an important sign of people's self-awareness. It not only manifests itself in self-respect for the individual but also requires others to respect their rights and personality. Besides that, friends will also influence each other. Friends are different from their parents and they are also different from teachers. They have endless topics and endless interests, and they understand each other, so they are more likely to be influenced than teachers. 'What's near cinnabar goes red, and what's next to ink turns black. '[footnoteRef:4] This classic comes from "Prince Shao Fu Zhen". If these friends are positive, kind, polite, or hard-working people, under their influence, we will all become positive, kind, polite, or hard-working people. On the contrary, if these friends are cruel and often play truant, fight, smoke, and gamble, we will be like them who often play truant, fight, smoke, and gamble, and become very cruel people. [4:  XDF.CN, Prince Shao Fu Zhen: A Translation of 'What's near cinnabar goes red, and what's next to ink turns black. ', 24 Maech 2020.] 


In conclusion, All of the above shows that family environment, natural environment, and school environment can affect a person's character. The reason for being affected is that the environment is composed of objective conditions that are not subject to subjective consciousness, and people’s subjective consciousness is exactly based on the current environment in which you are thinking, just like you are in a game of chess. You don't know where your position is, and you can't see through the mystery. This is the so-called reason for being a fan of the authorities and being clear by the bystanders. What kind of environment will make people have what kind of associations and behaviors. Naturally different external environments will bring about different behavioral outcome orientations. The environment is a prerequisite for the formation of conformity psychology. All the conformity psychology about people is brought about by changes in the external environment. People's sense of autonomy is weak, and they will follow suit unless they have fully formed their own set of value standards. Keep learning, hesitating, and making decisions in response to changes in the local environment. When the external environment conflicts with one's values, it will bring some psychological barriers. The environment is the decisive factor for cultivating people’s objective cognition of things. Different atmospheres will have different trends of thought. Being with different groups of people brings out different atmospheres and ideologies. People have not yet fully found the correct objective cognition. The method of things is easily dominated by local environmental trends. People's value judgments of things are obtained through learning and exploring in the ever-changing environment. Finally, they combine their preferences to form their values ​​of looking at things.
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