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Part Two 
    Boris (2025), states that story telling with children allows children to make strong connections with peers and to develop ideas and thoughts which can help to develop their learning. Story telling as children grow and develop has a strong importance as it helps children to develop their vocabulary and language throughout their lives, it helps children to learn new words and develop their vocabulary and helps children to understand how their language can be used. Story telling can also help children to improve their memory and understanding of language, continuous reading can help a child’s memory as they are learning to remember the words and the ways in which certain sentences can blend. Story telling also helps children with their speech, as it encourages new words and the correct pronunciation of these words and children will be practising this as they retell stories or read to others.  
     The three-story telling behaviours this paper will be focusing on are: Expressive language, gestures and props. 
     Springer Nature (2025) states that expressive language is the way in which someone expresses themselves, this could be in the way they speak, write or their body language. Expressive language helps children to develop their own way of presenting language as they start to understand the importance of using expressive words and positive body language and how they are able to use this within their own vocabulary. Wright and Dunsmuir (2019) state that storytelling is an efficient way to improve children’s language, the different type of language that children can provide depends on the amount of expressive language they are shown. 
     By providing children with the experience of expressive language can help to promote the child’s oracy and language skills, this can be by, children repeating words and body language they have previously heard and seen from parents or practitioners in the future when they are telling their own stories and experiences. This gives children the opportunities to have a more expressive vocabulary and a want to constantly extend the knowledge that they have. This links to the children developing the way they are able to narrate stories and the structure that these stories may take place with, children may be able to make better links to how a story is able to flow. Speech and language UK (2025) state that narrative skills are how a child will learn to tell and write stories or explaining how something has happened, they state that adults can support this by encouraging children to be enthusiastic about personal experiences they might have, such as, what they have done on a weekend or a holiday. This then builds the foundation for children to develop their story telling skills which will then help to develop their communication skills thoroughly. 
     Dobinson, K.L, Dockrell, J.E et al (2021) state that there a number of strategies that can be used within young children’s classroom in order to promote expressive language and to improve children’s expressive language skills. They state that by having resources and experiences within a setting they attend every day is more likely to improve their language skills and allow children to have more vocabulary that they are aware of and are able to use. 
      Inclusive teach (2025) state that expressive language is essential for a child’s development as it helps them to understand and acknowledge their needs and feelings and how to express them appropriately, they also state that by children developing their expressive language it can also play a strong role within their social lives and talking to peers. It is believed that a child who is able to express themselves in a clear, consistent ways will be able to better ask for help and support and know the type of language they need to provide for this. It can also help children to develop their learning, children who are able to express their ideas and thoughts effectively are more likely to be actively involved within school discussions and provide new ideas. 
          Oxford dictionaries (2025) state that gestures are movements that are made with hands, head or faces to show certain meanings of things. Gestures are an important part of expressing yourself, especially within young children as it allows them to non verbally express themselves when they may not have the words or vocabulary to express themselves yet. Early Learning (2021) state that using hand gestures when communicating with children is effective as younger children are only now forming the vocabulary they will use and by providing children with the use of gestures it can allow children to be encouraged to use gestures when they are struggling with the sentences they can use, such as, extending their hands to use gestures for the word big. This is known as a representational gesture. These are known as gestures which the movement has a meaning to relate to an object or idea. Kita and Emmorey (2023) state that communication which humans take part in is also hugely made up with gestures and can contribute to the quality of conversations that partners have. 
       Deictic gestures are gestures that are known of pointing to specific objects and allowing people to know exactly what is being spoken about, this can be beneficial when presenting to children as pointing at the exact things will allow children to understand what exactly is being spoken about. This type of gesture is beneficial as it allows children to develop their concentration and engagement skills. This is due to the children concentrating on the pointing that is taken place, this can also help children to directly know what the adult is talking about and the adult describing, such as, pointing to an image of a cat and saying ‘cat’. Alderhey (2025) suggests that by using actions and gestures when talking to children can be beneficial as it helps them to have an idea of what is being spoken about and gives them an opportunity to reply. For children who are non-verbal gestures are their only way of talking which makes them even more important. Signing resources that are regularly made available to non-verbal children are Makaton and singalong, these support children and families in order to give children the opportunity to have a voice and communicate even if they are unable to do this verbally. Gestures can be used by multiple people and they provide multiple opportunities for people, whether this is to emphasise their points within a story or whether they are using them as they are not able to express themselves verbally they are a strong tool to use within story telling. 
      Makaton is a regularly used system to provide symbols and signs either as a way of communication or to support communication. Makaton (2025) state that Makaton is one of the most used symbols and signs resources for non-verbal children and adults throughout the community and is one of the most used resources by the public. Makaton is a beneficial resource and can be very useful for people who understand concepts or are struggling with their language skills. Makaton is normally suggested and provided by a speech and language therapist and is now such a beneficial tool to many individuals. 
        Props are a fun and engaging way to keep children engaged with a story, when a child is engaged they are more likely to listen to the language and the way in which the language is spoken, children will then be able to take the way in which this language works and work on their own vocabulary, meaning that their language will be more developed and they will have more confidence to explore different vocabulary and how to express themselves in an appropriate way. 
       Finally, is the reading behaviour of props, Rossen (2025) states that props are objects or items that a narrator of a story is able to use to make the story more interactive. He also states that it can provide the story with more engagement and motivate the listeners to be more engaged. 
    Props in story telling help to develop children’s cognitive development and develop their imagination. Coram Beanstalk (2025) states that when props are used within stories the engagement from children is much more and they show much more excitement for the stories, if props are involved then children are much more likely to engage in the stories and have more input into it. 
     Props can also help children to build their confidence and communication skills, this is due to them understanding the different roles that the characters will have due to the difference of the props used. Props can help the children to understand the different emotions; therefore, props make the experience of the reading much more personal for children. Lindley (2023) suggests that toy bags with props for specific stories can be beneficial as it encourages children to be involved and gain confidence in recognising which bag and props are linked to which story. 
      The Autism Helper (2024) states that the best way to engage with children is to read regularly out loud with children and use multiple props to support the story to the child, they also state that children are more engaged when they have a regular pattern of reading books and having some sort of engagement with the narrator and are able to understand the difference in characters. By involving children it allows them the confidence to continue their development. 
     The Empowered Educator (2025) states that as well as using the props it is important to encourage engagement with them, this could be asking the children who they think the characters are, asking clues about the stories, it would also be beneficial to set the props out and encourage children to get involved and choose what props they think should be used for the story. Using props is going to help a child’s confidence massively by having the confidence to use the difference props with different vocabulary and different roles will improve a child’s confidence when using their language and can help them to become more social by working with other children and practitioners. 
      To conclude there are many behaviours in story telling that are beneficial towards a child’s development with their language and oracy but the ones used in the presentation have a strong sense of use for younger children and are able to use these from a young age. The resources used have been effective and provide effective information to understand how the reading behaviours can affect a child and how they can be used in a provisional setting. The information from the resources used also provided guidance to practitioners and tasks they can take part in to include children and encourage development for their confidence and language. Finally, story telling is a major part of developing a child’s speech and language and oracy skills, these behaviours have looked into how efficient story telling is and how it can affect children through their development. 
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