Fuelling Our Desires: A Brief Essay on Fossil Fuels and their Effects on Human Behaviour.

Relatively speaking, humans have relied on fossil fuels for a very short period of time in our history, yet in the time since their introduction to the population, through the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries, predominantly in England and Wales (Allen, 2009), these resources, or materials have truly shaped humanity, changing every aspect of our existence. In the last four decades, it has become clear that the global use of fossil fuels is having adverse effects on Planet Earth. In this, albeit short piece, I aim to shed light on how people and indeed the course of modern history have been influenced by fossil fuels, and how they may be shaping our future, possibly with irreversible consequences. 
To start from the beginning, let’s look at the early effects of the Industrial Revolution itself. Wales is well known in history for its coal-mining and steel industries; this played as a crucial factor in the industrialisation of Britain, and consequently Europe, and before long, the rest of the world. Pre-industry Wales was predominantly rural-based living, without much need for urban environment, however, the promises of work, wealth, security and success quickly drew many in (Allen, 2009). Before long, Wales became a veritable sprawl of industry, the marks of which are still plain to see; vast numbers of woollen mills across the towns and villages of rural Wales, the steel factories of South Wales, all connected by the Great Western Railway, bridging and tunnelling its way through the countryside. However, as history recounts, this ‘revolution’ created a working-class population, truly fulfilling only the desires of those who were already wealthy(Allen, 2009). It is arguable that the same applies today; through technological advancements and the inevitable spread of industry, we have trapped ourselves in a reality of reliance upon fossil fuels in every aspect of our lives, from the food we eat to the houses we live in; nothing is attainable without fuel in one form or another being consumed. 
Mass production through the use of fossil fuels has made it possible to roll out commodities to the masses. The early 20th Century saw developments in the motor industry that changed the future rapidly, with Henry Ford giving America the first production car; the Model T. Ford had given the masses affordable, practical transport. The reality of this breakthrough in production techniques is the overwhelming number of vehicles now in existence, the ownership of which has been glamorized, advertised and sold to the public since the very beginning. The car has become more than simply a practical mode of transport; year on year vehicles become obsolete as our desire for the newer, bigger, better and faster is fulfilled.
Due to the increases in movement of people and materials globally, and our desire to dominate land as far as possible, there are now very few pockets of people left whose lives are not dependent upon or somehow affected by fossil fuels; likewise, there are very few places that cannot be reached by people. Through our desire to explore, populate and cultivate every corner of the globe and beyond, we have founded countless means of doing so, going as far as attempting contact with alien races.
Alongside the development of transport, agriculture was able to make enormous advances, employing the use of large machinery, meaning crops could be cultivated faster and more efficiently. This of course led to the growth in meat and dairy production, as well as ocean fishing, changing our diet to include stuff that had previously expensive or in short supply. All these factors are what has shaped modern society; production, business, migration and war have been fuelled into overdrive by the availability of resources, enabled by our ability to imagine, design and create.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The full extent of our relationship with fossil fuels is an enormous subject, with many more factors and implications not discussed here, however, I shall move on to some conclusions. Although our use of and dependence upon fossil fuels is responsible for so many arguably great technological, medicinal, agricultural and commercial advances and advantages is in our modern age, also referred to as the ‘Anthropocene’, we may ask ourselves, ‘At what cost?’. Our obsession with dominating the planet we inhabit has seen humans justify questionable actions, even leading to wars, with the notion that as the ‘exceptional’ species, it is our right to use the resources that the planet has ‘provided’. However, anthropology gives us other ways to see our relationships with the Earth. For example, in her most recent publication, Luci Attala (2019) explores addiction and dependence through the relationships humans have with plants and other ‘materials’. Using this theory, one could make the same claim to our use of coal, oil and gas; because of the capabilities, properties and uses of oil, we have become reliant upon it. Furthermore, as in the case of an addictive relationship with any substance, we have continued to use the aforementioned resources in vast, ever increasing quantities with impunity and disregard for the damage being caused. In recent years, the repercussions of our ‘addiction’ have been becoming increasingly obvious. As Greenhouse gases increase and water pollution and temperature increase, weather cycles across the globe are being affected, and in turn so are our climates, air quality and therefore our health (WHO, 2016) and the health of all species of animals and plants that we share it with.
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