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One of the most important and crucial things in a person’s life is the people that surround them, their family and their overall community. From the dawn of our civilization, people have relied to one another for help and support, either physically, to survive, or mentally and emotionally. People are said to be the so called ‘social animals’ that constantly need the support and back-up from fellow citizens in order to survive through the hardships of life, and even more – to thrive. That is why people need their families and their communities. Because families make people feel included, not left alone, safe, understood and been taken care of. Millions of years ago, when humans were not as advanced as we are today, they had to face many more challenges in order to survive, and make a better future for the next generations. Back then, humans lived in social groups. They knew that they had better chances of survival if the stuck together and helped each other in difficult times. Every single new-born was a baby not only for its mother, but for the entire group. Every single death, on the other hand, was a loss not only for one, but for all. In our modern day society, we call these groups - communities. Communities are made of people who care for one another and are always willing to give the help and support that they would want to be provided with in difficult situations. In this essay we are going to discuss the topic of communities with the example of the community of Brent Council in West London.

Brent Council is a community situated in West London, and as any other council, not only in London but in the United Kingdom in general, it has its problems and current issues. People that live together are trying their best to provide the help that others in their community need. The United Kingdom is a country that serves as a great example on how communities of people here really care about one another, and actively try to make their lives, and the lives of their neighbors, better every single day. Although, being a very well-managed, organized and supporting council, providing excellent social care, education, housing and job opportunities, in Brent there are still some issues that the people living in there want to discuss, and make a change. As it is known, the idea of councils and the communities is to make decisions that can benefit all people, and that have been discussed and publicly marked as important or crucial. For some changes that need to be made, more action and organization is required, but if all people unite for one thing, than the realization of that particular solution can be even more easy and possible to be made. 

The first issue that we are going to look in more depth is related to the cleaning and recycling services operating throughout the neighborhood. The council tries to make sure that there is a strict schedule on collecting the bins, cleaning trash cans and recycling the recyclable material, as well as separating the different types of wastage. The problem is that many people living in the area have reported missing collections or delayed collections of rubbish bins, or having delayed special collections for bigger wastage. Another issue related to the collection of trash, that must be taken by a booked special collection, is that not many people are properly informed on how to book the service, how much will it cost and how much time would it take. As many people live in Brent, moreover, there is a lot of rubbish and trash that can be spotted on the streets, even though there are street cleaning services taking place on specific parts of the day. A method of tackling and dealing with the current problems related the overall cleaning and recycling in the neighborhood, can be to organize weekly meetings in a provided by the council place or building, where people can give their opinions, feedback and address their concerns. Also a voting system can be established, where people can vote for and against different decisions or solutions being made, regarding the current issues. The first possible solution regarding the particular problem is upgrading the bin collecting schedule, and making sure that the hired personnel, operating the service, is properly doing their job. Another possible solution can be to make the collection of bins take place two times a day, where the major collection point will be during the evening, and the second one can be during the middle of the day. Regarding the special collection services, the collection days should be scheduled for the earliest time possible after people have booked them, so in that case there should be more people working in that sector. Also, when it comes to street cleaning, many more people, who do not have a proper job, can be additionally hired to help clean the street before, during and after every single day. 

The second issue we are going to talk about is the issue that concerns the crimes happening in the neighborhood and the overall safety of people. Many reported cases have been related to robbery, burglary, car theft and many more. From dealing with big crimes like that, to even having to manage the small thefts like stealing delivery packages, there is always room for improvements concerning the safety of people. One solution that can be made is placing even more CCTV cameras on streets and on houses’ yards, to make sure everything happening is documented. Also there should be a police service always available, even for seemingly not that important problems that people can have, because no one’s problems should be neglected. Even things like reporting anti-social behavior, noise issue, graffiti or illegal rubbish dumping should be taken seriously. Again, as the previously mentioned issues, people of Brent can have social meetings and group gatherings to help each other on making decisions for improvements, regarding the safety of the neighborhood. There can be petitions that people can sigh related to any current issue that has to be taken seriously, and by doing this there will be much less reported cases of people not happy with their neighborhood status. Many things are related to the crime rates in a country - from the minimum wage that people receive to the people’s lifestyles and countries’ way of living, there is always going to be crimes happening, even in the community of Brent. But if people and the council start working together, the number of crimes being reported will be lowered drastically. Everyone living in the community will agree that the safety is the most important aspect when it comes to living in a particular area and that is an issue that needs even more extra attention and care. Another thing that can reduce the crime in the neighborhood, and can for sure make people feel much more safe and secure, is to encourage people to help one another, to report any problems that might happen not only to them, but to the people around them as well. There is nothing that can make a person feel safer if they knew that their community is engaged and always has their back, and their council is doing their best to provide the help that they need, and find solutions to their problems.

The third problem is concerned about the environmental issues that are common for every single community in the United Kingdom, even in any other country of the world. That is a very important topic that affects everyone, regardless of their origin, background, age and so on. The fact that there are always ways to make sure that the environment is more clear then yesterday, should engage people to act and make changes in whatever way they can. The Council of Brent should take the initiative to ensure that the recycling and cleaning, as we mentioned earlier, are practices that are taking place every single day and they are done properly. Also the people who work as cleaners should be much more respected and should receive a much higher salary because of their contribution to the environment. A lot of attention should be given to all the things regarding the pollution of environment like car engines, which impact the overall air quality. Every car model or any vehicle in general that is not operating with electricity should be permanently banned or even illegal. There, it should be established an entire new system that allows all vehicles to be able to work on electricity or by solar panels, and that there should be proper stations for charging electric cars in every single street, not only in certain places. People should little by little, fully adapt to the usage of electric cars, and the entire area should be supporting that initiative. As this is a much bigger and more complex issue, more and more people and stakeholders should engage and contribute with ideas and action towards a better and cleaner environment. First of all, people in the area should be informed on the effects of pollution, and should be stimulated to contribute and help in whatever way possible. There can be newspapers, leaflets and billboards all around the neighborhood that let people know what is going on in the area – not only about the environment, but about the community in general.

The forth problem on the list is related to the healthy lifestyle of people living in Brent. Although, there are a lot of parks and spaces where people can get in touch with nature, which is very important, the area is mainly industrialized and does not have enough green places, enough trees, parks and dog parks. There should be many more trees being planted on every single street because that can help with the improvement of air quality, as well as making the neighborhood a much more pleasing and beautiful environment for its citizens. People should be stimulated to go out more, socialize, exercise and engage with others, and what better way of doing this by building more facilities, more parks and more places where people can walk, hang-out and enjoy nature. Another thing that has to be done, and that is also a reported issue, is that in parks, there are not enough trash bins and enough benches or sports facilities for people to use. Not only that, but there are not enough dog parks or areas where pets can be allowed to walk freely without disturbing the rest of the people. All those things can be realized and made true if all people decide to cooperate with the council, and a perfect way to do so is by doing donations. There should be more organizations in Brent that take people’s donations and that inform them about the future plans of improving the area, that can actually make a change. After all, everyone wants to live in an area where there are a lot of parks, fresh air, many trees, sports facilities, places where they can hang-out and many more things, so people should be willing to help in making all of that come true. If every single person in a neighborhood donates monthly or weekly to building all the things mentioned, there should not be a reason why that thing cannot be accomplished.

In conclusion, the overall issues in the community in Brent can be summarized by the aspects of recycling the trash in the neighborhood, the cleaning of the streets, the safety of the citizens, and the lack of parks and places where people can go, which add to their healthy lifestyle. Apart from those issues, which are as much of a problem as they are a way of improvement of the entire community, there are a lot of good things that the council does already that is helping the citizens of the area to live a better and healthier lifestyle. One example of that is the vast range of financial support options that the council offers, which include residents support fund, housing payment and much more. With all that help available, the people know that if they find themselves in a financially hard situation, they can rely on the council, which will be able to help them. Another good thing is the education facilities made for all types of students, which really allow the younger generation to have access to high quality education and future career orientation. Also, there are hundreds of job opportunities for all types of people in the neighborhood, and furthermore, the community in Brent is really made of people who are always willing to give a hand in need to somebody else. With all the ideas for solutions that have been listed so far and the collaboration of the community the changes will be evident.
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