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SJIE4006- Principles of Learning and Teaching
This assignment will be critically discussing three major theorists which are, Jean Piaget (Piaget, 1954-2004), Vygotsky and B F Skinner (B.F.Skinner, 1974). The theories will be compared and linked to school practice within the principles of learning and development (Beevers, 2010). This will be followed by reflection on different strategies and learning approaches used within an inclusive approach to learning. Finally, there will be a discussion of applying policies in context and bringing theorists into working practice.
Firstly, it is necessary to establish the policy context that theories are operating in. It is vital to maintain sustainability within our future generations (Welsh Government, 2015) and our united nations policy to always maintain children’s rights within an education setting by always allowing the child to gain relationships with Teachers and LSA’s . Also, by making sure that they have their say as every child has a right to be well educated (Stahl, 2009). Also, the policy every child matter’s is a priority especially in education as it tells the Teachers that without exception, they should always have a right in learning. Furthermore it develops them to never judge “a book by its cover” because every child matters no matter what their background or ethnicity is (Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 2003). 
A difficulty for applying different theories to Education is that Children behave in different ways and no one is the same as we are brought up differently (Mukherji, 2001). Children’s behaviour is different, depending on the child and how they wish to portray their behaviour amongst others. As they have additional learning needs, or they have cultural differences (Welsh Government, 2017). We will be comparing behaviour within B. F Skinners learning theory of behaviourism (B.F.Skinner, 1974). Despite this it is up to Teachers or LSA’s to find a way to influence their behaviour and change their way of learning to suit the Child’s needs, this would be different learning strategies and approaches to develop a better way of learning and understanding (Richardson, 2011). 
Similarly, innate factors affect behaviour, this is the way we inherit something from our family. This is shown by children showing certain mannerisms and habits as our family members such as our mothers, fathers, uncle, aunties or grandparents. This is something we inherit over time in the way of growing up and learning new things (Eytan Avital, 1994). 
The first critic to be chosen is Piaget because he links nature vs nurture within children’s developments and his theory was influenced by the Darwin’s theory of evolution (Ghiselin, 1973).
Nevertheless, reflecting on Piaget (Sprouts, 2018) he is a constructivism theorist in cognitive development. Piagets theory focuses on how children acquire knowledge and the understanding of nature of intelligence, this is where our parents teach us ways to learn step by step. This also suggests the big discussion of nature vs nurture within child development (Bronson, 2001). Theorists reflect on it differently within the emotional development and the cognitive development of stages. However, this also refers to us that behaviour is performed by different environments within the process of adaption and how it was influenced by Darwin’s theory of evolution. Learners within school should be ambitious and as a Teacher or LSA it is up to us to portray positive and achievable behaviour within the classroom. 
Piaget also adheres by the four different stages of development which are ; sensorimotor stage, preoperational stage, concrete operational stage and the formal operational stage (Piaget, 1954-2004). Reflecting on Piagets theory within a working school practice it would be most suitable for the foundation phase as this would be child centred as it is from the ages of two years old all the way up to seven years old. 
This is in the new curriculum and it states that the foundation stage is learning through creativity and imagination (Craft, 2002). They can learn by being hands on rather than learning academically via textbooks, this is called the sensorimotor stage. They learn through their five senses which are; sight, smell, touch, taste and hearing (Run, 2019). The approaches used within a working school practice would be multi- sensory play an example of this would be learning through sand and being able to write letters and numbers this reflects by using numeracy and literacy within their learning (Quinn, 2011-2020).
Alternatively, the national curriculum states that everyone should obey by always using numeracy and literacy within their learning (Government, 2013). They also learn by role play this refers to seeing their parents be parents and do everyday things, this would simply be playing mums and dads in school and playing in a kitchen or a shop area within their classroom. This demonstrates us that they are naturally natured by their parents (Sue Rodgers and Julie Evans, 2008).
However, looking at the concrete operational stage this is the ages between 7 to 11 years old. This is the logic and cognitive operations within the conductive reasoning stage this is were they put things in order, different patterns and they also understand the “water experiment” and their mental abilities of knowing the right and wrong way, this reflects on a school practice by learning mathematic problems and they find the findings of the right and wrong answer (Lumen, 2019). The last stage is the formal operational stage 12 years and up, this is were they think more of the reason why. They also know the difference between love and hate and progression and non-progression. This is where they get ready for secondary school and their ego centric thoughts turn into lifelong learning and they follow their dreams for the future (Nutshell, 2019). 
Looking at the second major theorist which is Vygotsky he is also a constructivist theorist in the zone of proximal development and social interaction (Vygotsky, 1999). There are three zones, the first one is what we already know. The second one is the confidence of giving up as your teacher has given work that is extremely hard and your incapable of achieving it as you do not know how to do it. Lastly the third one is the current understanding which is being able to do the work independently and not needing assistance process (Vgotsky, 1978). 
Vygotsky believed that the context of learning was a social communication amongst peers to be able to learn from communication as it enhances better understandings and vast ideas (Newman, 2018). Vygotsky’s theory suggests that Children can learn independently. This creates good relationships with their Teachers, Learning Support Assistant’s and their peers within their school. This presents Children by learning through different stages likewise piagets theory, but the intervention Vygotsky used was the scaffolding process (Laura E. Berk, 2010). The scaffolding process is learning through knowledgeable others, formerly known as family, Teachers and friends (Mcleod, 2018). It is all about engaging pupils to have a better understanding and breaking tasks up to be able to learn via steppingstones (KUMAR, 2018). It is most important to be able to challenge pupils to see what they can learn via their ability within their proximal development. 
Recently in the local secondary school they have influenced a new initiative to support a new way of learning to children of mixed ages this is called “vertical mentor groups” (Grange, 2019). 
Vertical mentor groups are promoting Children’s wellbeing by offering support from their peers by providing learning different activities and allowing competitions within their school from different houses/ reg groups (Andrews, 2019). However, this is social interaction as it shows them how to listen to instructions and allowing pupils to develop relationships within their peers and mentors and gaining positive friendships throughout teaching and critically learning. This would be used within Skinners behaviour of positive reinforcement (B. F. Skinner, 1997-2014). 
Lastly the third major theorist is B.F Skinner (B.F.Skinner, 1974), he influenced behaviour by his behaviourism theory of the operant conditioning. Skinner agreed with the statement of methodological behaviourism is to be able to define behaviour and being able to control it by reflecting on the positive and negative reinforcement. The positive reinforcement is being rewarded by doing something realistically achievable. Skinner believed that positive and negative reinforcement strengthens Children’s behaviour (Michael, 1975). Behaviourism is being observant by internal events by thinking and emotion within one’s reasoning (Skinner, 1974). The approach enhanced behavioural psychology is focusing on how we modify our behaviour amongst others and how they portray themselves. Motivation and encouragement are key to an education success, its up to peers to be able to apply positive learning approaches to help you in succeeding (Ball, 1977). Looking at a working school practice they have adapted reward charts and most schools that have these suggest that it influences their behaviour in a positive way and keeps them on track to being good at school and achieving academically. This would be used within key stage 1-3 (Gov.Uk, 2019).
To summarise, it is important within education that every child is treated the same and wants to learn and be able to achieve to their full potential. It is important to gain relationships with Teachers and LSA’s as it enables them to have a positive approach within their learning and having the right to succeed. It is important to academically learn a wide range of context within their classroom practices. Looking at these theorists they have different beliefs, but they are all kind of similar and evolve around behaviour of internal and external factors within Children’s underlying environmental behaviour. They all have a child centred approach within their theories. 
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