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Introduction

• Young people can be pulled into gangs for many different reasons. For example, social and 

economic factors, medias influence and psychological factors just to name a few.

• Gang involvement has an impact on not just young people but everyone around them, 

including family members and other communities.

• In this presentation we will discuss and analyse all the key and important factors that make a 

young person vulnerable to gang culture.



Social and economic factors

• Research from Cochrane collaboration indicate that young people don’t get involved in gangs 

through a single factor, its multiple factors, for example poverty, weak family support and 
social exclusion Fisher, Gardner, Montgomery (2008).

• Venerable children that face these multiple factors are targated by the county lines because 

they represented as cheap, easily recrutable, 14 – 17 year old boys , as they are more likely to 

be expelled by schools Windle, Moyle, Coomber et,al (2020) , these findings show that the 
vunrable boys aged 14-17 are most vunrable and going back to Fisher, Gardner and 

Montgomery (2008), these boys with additional social and economic factors like living in 
poverty or being excluded from school mount up to be a ideal target to gangs. 
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Medias influence

• A major impact on young people involved with gangs is media influence. Anderson, Berkowitz, 

Donnerstein, Huesmann et al, (2003) states that there are many different ways that cause the 

chances of violent and aggressive tendencies. For example, video games and music play a big 

part in this. The reason games and music can make these tendencies so acceptable are because 

they make it look normal which would increase the chances of young people getting involved in 

gang culture.

• We see in the research by Thompson, Young and Burns (2010) that social media is making gangs 

seem more important and powerful than they actually are. This would appeal to the younger 

people as they might find it an easy way to get influence and gain a lot of status for themselves, 

making them vulnerable to gangs.



Family & Home Environment

• Multiple criminological studies have demonstrated that young people who have 

experienced the breakdown of their family have a higher chance of committing 

crime then someone's family that has stayed intact Skarohamar (2009)

• Jannet A (2015) implies that the breakdown of the family can lead to a plethora of 

issues one being gang involvement as a lack of a father figure / role model they look 

for it within the gang.

• Jannet A (2015) also found that the family can also be a catalist for a multi 

generational gang, so they are born in the gang and its their only way of life. .



Lack of opportunities

• Research from Fisher, Montgomery, Gardner show that a lack of opportunity has a major impact 

on younger people. We can see this where it says that gangs can help fulfilling the youths 

economic troubles that are not legitimate labour markets. This means that young vulnerable 

people who cannot access jobs and education have a higher chance of turning to crime and 

gangs, because they are an alternative way of getting payed and having any sort of income.

• Another great point is about the anomie and strain theory. This suggests that people who are not 

fortunate enough to have good income and success through legit ways, have a much higher 

chance of turning to things that they do not want to. Such as gangs as they can provide a good 

enough income for them and gain a status which then they could use to make more money.



Adverse childhood experiences

• Results from Wolf T.K ( 2020) found that people that have been exposed to  Adverse 
Childhood Experiences at a young age has a larger effect on them joining a gang at 
the age of 18, this implies that the younger a person is which experiences trauma 
has a link to joinging a gang but they acknowlage that it is not the only reason. 

• Hochestetler A et,al ( 2017 ) found that Adverce Childhood Experiences can 
differenciate with an individuals ethinicity, for example someone from a white ethnic 
background can have a different traumatic impact on their Adverce Childhood 
Experiences, ang going back to Wolf T.K (2020) can impact how early they join a gang 
or committ serious crimes. 

• Both these findings show that there is a clear link that adverce childhood 
experiences and people joining gangs at a young age and how different ethnic 
backgrounds can although have he same trauma but they experience it differently 
resulting in them joining gangs either earlier or later.

• ;



Peer Pressure

• Peer pressure plays a massive role on the youth and how they are pressured into gang involvement. For 

example, a study by Adeniyi (2021) shows that peer pressure on gang behaviour actually has a 'significant 

influence'. This suggest that younger people might have a higher chance to get involved with gang activities as 

they would be getting influenced by their peers. This could have many reasonings behind them like being able 

to fit in, scared of the consequences of rejection just to name a few.

• Another great statement is provided to us by Michelle and Campbell (2011). They state that friends have a 

massive role peer pressuring each other to get involved in gangs. Suggesting that young people are affected 

greatly by their groups and have a higher chance of being encouraged to do criminal activities, This could be 

so that they can fit in. This shows that peer pressure has a massive impact and shapes the behaviour of 

others.



Conclusion

• To conclude there are multiple factors that influence young people into 
violent gangs, some are external factors like the media, peer groups 
and socio-economic factors, but there are internal factors like family 
and Adverse Childhood Experiences.

• Although everyone with all these factors are not guaranteed to make 
young people part of gangs but they are factors that can push young 
people into this lifestyle.

• Young people that are involved in gangs that faces adverce childhood 
experiences are also more likely to join a gang at 18 , for a plethera of 
reasons and criminologists like Durkheim belives that the break down 
of the family is the main reason people turn to crime/deviant activities.
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