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Ethical considerations of the Little Albert experiment.
Here in the 1920s ethical guidelines don’t really exist yet but experiments that happened in our time shaped the guidelines for the future. (Olsen, K. 2025)
John B. Watson and Rosalie Raynor conducted this study to prove that emotions can be learned instead of inherited. While their study does demonstrate classical conditioning, it will in future years raise major ethical concerns.
First, Little Albert’s mother was not fully informed of what Watson and Raynor’s experiment intended to do with Albert. By failing to gain consent Watson and Raynor have violated Little Albert’s right to withdraw. There is also a question of Little Alberts age and his inability to consent to participating in this experiment.
Second, there has been no attempt to decondition Little Alberts fear responses since the experiment has ended. Possibly leaving Little Albert with life-long effects caused by Watson and Raynor. (Fitzpatrick, n.d.) 
Third, Watson and Raynor’s experiment caused a considerable amount of mental and emotional harm to Little Albert. This coupled with a lack of transparency likely compromised Little Albert’s safety and well-being. (“Little Albert Experiment: An Analysis of Ethical Boundaries and Psychological Implications” n.d.)
The Little Albert experiment is a landmark study in psychology, but will also be a reminder to people in the future of the importance of why ethical guidelines will be developed (Gross, 2020). The deliberate induction of fear in an infant, the failure to decondition the foibas learned and the lack of informed consent are clear violations of the ethical guidelines of the future. 


Conclusion
So, step into the 1920s – a time when psychology is alive with new ideas about the mind, behaviour and what it means to be human. From Freud’s theories to the rise of behaviourism, our era will reshape how we understand ourselves. Discover the roots of psychology, explore the 1920s and see how it all begins.
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