Contemp Lit: Second Semester Schedule 2011
	
	
	

	Week 1
	Intro: Some Versions of the Contemporary

The New Poetry(s)

Assumptions tested against sample poems.

	 Week 2
	Poetry and the (Post)modern Condition

From Frederic Jameson ‘The Culture of Late Capitalism’.(1991)
Key poets:  Didsbury, Ash, Macmillan, Shapcott

	Week 3
	Making for Planet Alice: Poetry and Gender

Elaine Showalter ‘Towards a Feminist Poetics’ (1979)
Key Poets: Boland, Hill, Lochead, Duffy, Greenlaw

	 Week 4
	Caryl Churchill: Politics and Political 
From Brecht ‘A short organum for the theatre’ (1948/53)
Top Girls

	Week 5
	Angela Carter: Magic Realism , Fairy Tales and Gender

Gabriel Garcia Marquez ‘A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings’ and from The Bloody Chamber (1979)
The Magic Toyshop

	Week 6

READING WEEK
	

	Week 7
	Ian McEwan and some trends in contemporary fiction

Peter Childs ‘The Novel Today and Yesterday’ (2005)
Atonement 1

	Week 8
	Ian McEwan: atonement and/as the post-modern 

Umberto Eco, ‘Postmodernism, Irony, the Enjoyable,’ (1983)
Atonemtment 2

	Week 9
	Post-Colonial Assumptions 1: Poetry

from Edward Said ‘Orientalism’ (1978)
Key Poets: Durcan,  O’Donoghue, Nichols, D’Aguiar, Kay

	Week 10
	Post-colonial assumptions 2: White Teeth

From Gayatri Spivak ‘Can the Subaltern Speak’ (1988)
White Teeth

	Easter
	

	Week 11
	Versions of the Popular: Harry Potter

From Jack Zipes Fairy tales and the art of Subversion (2006)

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone


