HPAH5005: Ancient Celtic Civilisations Assessment 2
0. Based on a material evidence – like coinage, stone sculpture, metal works, etc. – in a region of your choice in mainland Europe, critically discuss the Greek and Roman influence during the 3rd-1st century BC.
By Anthony McDonald 1701752

Metal Working was an integral part of an advancing societies structure, it allowed for technological advancements and modernisation throughout the Iron age of mainland Europe. Without a strong metal working industry a society would not have an identity when it came to items such as; weapons, armour or even symbolic torcs leaving themselves without a choice but to accept foreign influences and cultures. Metals were used as trade goods themselves across mainland Europe, Iron bars are known to have been traded at the time, meaning that a society with metallurgy skills would economically be strong.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  SCHWAB, R., HEGER, D., HOPPNER, B. and PERNICKA, E. (2006). Pg 434] 

In this essay I will be looking at settlement in Manching and its surrounding area as many artefacts including coin moulds were found at the site. I will be reviewing the remains of its metal works and analysing what they represent in terms of Roman and Greek influences on the settlement, if any. Manching was a walled off ‘Oppidum’ located near modern day Ingolstadt and was a socially developing settlement during the 3 to the 1st century BCE and was not under Roman occupation.
Manching was enclosed by a huge wall or rampart like other ‘Celtic’ settlements, some believe these ‘Celtic’ settlements represent “pre-Roman urbanisation”.[footnoteRef:2] This urbanisation is significant when looking at whether this community were modernising in their own fashion or whether they were slowly falling victim to the Roman influence, the chances of the influence being Roman as opposed to Greek is more likely due to the close proximity to Rome in comparison. [2:  Wendling, H. (2013). Pg.460] 

Coins play an integral role in understanding how an ancient culture worked, as coins could have different uses than they do in our modern day, representing a lot more than you would initially think. Of course, many coins were used as currency and were to be exchanged in return for goods, but this premise is considerably modern. Many of the coins found are of Greek and Roman design as they were the most influential civilisations over such a long amount of time, along with this was the fact that Romans would set up coin mints to distribute their own designs. What about the settlements that moulded their own coins without the Roman mints and thrived off their own urbanisation and modernisation?
Some of the earliest proof of ‘Celtic’ coin minting can be identified in the 3rd century BCE that seemingly inspired by the money brought back by Celtic mercenaries.[footnoteRef:3] These mercenaries more than likely fought in the Punic Wars under Hannibal against the Romans.[footnoteRef:4] These coins had a depiction of the Dioscuri upon the face, Dioscuri being the name given to both Castor and Pollux as a collective, this would mean the first ever ‘Celtic’ coins made in mainland Europe were heavily influenced by Greek religious icons. [3:  Wendling, H. (2013). Pg.472]  [4:  Swan, D. (2018)] 

At Manching many coin moulds were found, these moulds would be used to produce gold coin blanks used in trade across Europe.[footnoteRef:5] Across 46 settlements in central and western Europe coin moulds like the ones found at Manching were discovered around half of these other sites are also Oppida.[footnoteRef:6] This suggests less of a Roman influence on the region and more of an ‘Oppida’ identity, with these Oppida obviously being quite advanced and considerably rich in natural resources they were able to mint their own coins for trade across Europe.  [5:  Gebhard, R., Bott, R., Distler, N., Michàlek, J., Riederer, J., Wagner, F. and Wagner, U. (2004). Pg212]  [6:  Gebhard, R., Lehrberger, G., Morteani, G., Raub, C., Wagner, F. and Wagner, U. (1995).] 
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Reconstructed ground plans and ditches portray a rectangular zone where coin minting played an integral part to the society as can be seen by the distribution of coin moulds

Image belonging to: H.Wendling[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Wendling, H. (2013).] 


Excavations of Manching found many different artefacts that prove metallurgy was a big part of the settlement’s society. Bits of iron along with ceramic pots were found amongst the ruins of what is now deemed to be a temple, suggesting that communal religious acts of eating and drinking involving vessels made of these materials were involved.[footnoteRef:8] This temple was not seemingly devoted to any Roman or Greek God and this was perhaps a purely ‘Celtic’ celebration. However, in a ‘Celtic’ Prince/Chieftains burial in Hochdorf; a settlement somewhat close to Manching he was buried with specifically 9 drinking horns and 9 plates, the ideal amount for a Greek symposium.[footnoteRef:9] This may be a coincidence but could also represent outside communities accepting Greek and Roman social customs as they integrated them amongst their own.  [8:  Ibid.]  [9:  Hambleton, V. and Porter, C. (2001)] 

In the excavation of the site fragments of a ‘Hallstatt’ sword were found alongside an early La Tene helmet.[footnoteRef:10] The sword is probably easily distinguished as before the Hallstatt period as it would have been made from bronze as opposed to Iron.[footnoteRef:11] These pieces of equipment were seemingly ceremonial and displayed at the central sanctuary.[footnoteRef:12] This sword will have been quite old as bronze swords don’t seem to have been made after 750BCE.[footnoteRef:13] This shows the people of Manching worshipped their own history and culture as the Hallstatt period was very much a ‘Celtic’ culture in mainland Europe. As opposed to taking part in Roman or Greek religious customs of the time they instead celebrated their own form history alongside their religion as the bade was displayed at the sanctuary where the religious gatherings seemingly took place. [10:  Wendling, H. (2013). Pg.467]  [11:  Garrow, D. and Gosden, C. (2012). Pg.118]  [12:  Wendling, H. (2013). Pg.467]  [13:  Garrow, D. and Gosden, C. (2012). Pg.118] 

There was a huge change in metal work towards the decline of Manching’s existence, southern imports to the settlement stopped, leading to the people having to recycle metal goods. This was shown by the lack of graphite used in later pottery, signifying the difficulty acquiring the resource around 80-70BCE, this decline coincides with the Roman advancement into Gaul, disconnecting Manching from the larger trade network.[footnoteRef:14] Indirectly and perhaps even unintentionally harming Manching’s economy shows the influence the Roman’s had during their campaigns throughout Europe. [14:  Wendling, H. (2013). Pg.481
] 

The settlement of Manching, although probably influenced by the Mediterranean a lot more than discussed, the metal works of the settlement suggest their own culture that had an identity with other Oppida of the region as opposed to a Roman societal influence. The metalworks show how the Oppida were involved in a large trade network across mainland Europe printing gold coins more as a monetary and economic source as opposed to a symbolic gesture. The major influence Rome had on the metal work of Manching was causing the settlement to recycle and reuse its metal as Rome began the conquest of Gaul and ‘Celtic’ settlements. This Roman conquest of Gaul lead to the economic downfall of the settlement at Manching.
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