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(Figure 1: CAPLICKI TRAVEL, 2017)
Introduction: 
The Schroder house is located in the Netherlands and was built as a new home for the Schroder family after the husband passed away. This new house was not only a new environment for them but deigned to accommodate a completely new lifestyle too. For the widow and mother, Truss Schroder, the house represented a new beginning and met all of her needs and expectations. The house became very famous because of its unique characteristics. It is no longer used as a home but instead is open to the public.  
Background: 
The Schroder house was built in 1924 in a small town called Utrecht, Netherlands. The architect, Gerrit Rietveld, (1888-1964) was a pioneering Dutch designer and architect. He was known for his innovative use of construction and form. His most famous artefact was ‘the red and blue chair’ (ARCHIVEofOBJECTS, n.d) and his most famous architectural structure was the Schroder house (ArchEyes | Timeless Architecture, 2024). The Schroder house is a great example of combining his interests in both construction and form into one project with significant inspiration from the De Stijl Netherland art movement that was very popular at the time. (THE ART STORY, n.d). This movement aimed to use only straight and horizontal lines along with primary colours, and to be as abstract as possible. The Schroder house was built at the end of a row of terrace houses and shared an exterior wall with the neighbouring house. The purpose of the building was simply to provide what Truss Schroder considered an ideal setting for her own widowed life and that of her children. She wanted simplicity and functionality, and therefore, they both created a home full of primary colours, minimalist and geometric forms. It is now facing a busy motorway that was built back in the 1960’s well after the Schroder house was built. The motorway’s noise and bustle does counteract the calmer, greener backdrop that the house originally had. 
Plan and section: 
[image: A blueprint of a house

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]From looking at the plan drawings of the ground floor, we see that this house has plenty of different sized spaces from working areas to dining and kitchen areas. At first glance, the house seems to be an ordinary build with traditional walls and traditional furniture however, that is not the case. The entrance of the house is directly in front of the hallway, which can lead you to either the reading room or the stairs that are slightly to the right with the kitchen area also on the right. The circulation on the lower level is radial however, beyond the stairs movement becomes circular. There is a single bedroom at the ground floor which is quite unusual but also practical for any older generations living in the house. The most obvious area where there is a clear folding wall is within the studio and working rooms, these can be closed and opened simply by folding them away to create a larger space. One of the most attractive and unusual aspect of the ground floor is that each room has access to the outside, creating a sense of freedom and accessibility.  










(Figure 2: Rhianwen Jones, 1/4/2025)
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Figure 3: THE RIETVELD SCHRODER HOUSE (2012)
It is at the upper level that we see extensive use of retracting partition walls. In this drawing you can see how the boys and girls room and be separated and even the hall can open out into the stair area. If we open every partition wall the entire floor can become one large integrated space. Interestingly the far-right bedroom remains private at all times giving Truss Schroder her own space. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]In this elevation drawing, the theory of straight and vertical lines really come to life, and you can clearly see the ideas coming through. At the side of the house, you can see the balcony area looking towards what is now the motorway. There are quite a lot of large windows spanning the exterior walls which creates which creates openness and light within the building.  (The Rietveld Schroder House, 2012). 










(Figure 4: Rhianwen Jones 1/4/2025)
Materials and light: 
As a post 20th century architect, Rietveld used innovative materials, particularly concrete blocks and steel frames, as well as traditional materials such as plaster, bricks and timber for rendered structure walls and timber roofs. (schroderhouse, 2016). At first glance, it is an ordinary end of terrace dwelling however, because of its abstract design it is aesthetically completely unique. In the first image we see the contrast between the traditional shaped red brick façade of the neighbouring house and the flat roofed abstract design of the Schroder house. Unlike the neighbouring houses the windows are a main feature but do present challenges in terms of retaining heat. The spaces inside the house are mostly minimally decorated with exposed services, which adds an aspect of rawness or reality. 
The most popular aspect of the building would be the divider walls that were made of bituminized cork and beaver board which gives a light weight and easily movable structure for open spaces. On the second floor, “There were sliding partitions to create either large open spaces or smaller enclosed ones. Each room was equipped with its own sink, cupboard, and electrical outlet so that family members could prepare their own meals. These features were intended to encourage family members to live more independently.” (moma,n.d) Despite this novelty, there were probably challenges with the soundproofing quality of the material that would have impacted the day to day lived experience in the house. 
Ideas and theories: 
The ideas and theories behind the Schroder house were those of the De Stijl art movement. Looking towards a new era in architecture, the design focuses on form and construction with slabs, steel profiles and beams to secure the emphasis on horizontal lines, squares and rectangles. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The de Stijl movement started after the first World War and was founded in 1917 by Piet Mondrian and Theo van Doesburg. (TATE, n.d). The movement reflected art movements looking to the future and away from the loss of the stability of the past.  In this case the abstract ideas, tacked on to a completely traditional domestic structure, produced a striking and memorable effect but did not establish a new trend or style because of the practical challenges of living in a domestic setting that was so experimental. 




Figure 5: Behance, n.d)  
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