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[bookmark: _GoBack]Should Prisoners have the right to vote?

Whether Prisoners should be allowed to vote has been a well-documented issue amongst the British government, who’s previous policy on this matter was considered to be illegal by the European Court of Human Rights as it is considered that the policy was in breach of Basic Human Rights of a citizen in a democratic nation as the core foundation of democracy is that all people should have the right to vote. Even though the British government’ policy was considered illegal it actually mirrored the views of the British public as a majority was shown in polls by YouGov to be in favour of not allowing any prisoner the right to vote as most considered it to not be an issue of human rights and saying that voting is not a right but a civic luxury.
The Minority of members of the British public believe that prisoners in any capacity should be allowed to vote, but they believe that it is both an issue of basic human rights and that they should also be allowed to vote as it would be a good way of enabling the rehabilitation of prisoners as it would be beneficial, as without the prisoners being able to even exercise the most basic human right of being able to vote it would likely harm or hinder their progress toward becoming normalized; Disallowing prisoners to vote also dehumanises the prisoner making the process of rehabilitating them significantly more likely to be a very lengthy process and if the prisoners were able to use this right then their self-worth would be boosted, and they would not be dehumanised therefore quickening the rehabilitation process. It is likely that the people who have this view, view prison as a place that’s main responsibility and focus should be the rehabilitation of the prisoners that are interned within, in order for the prisoners to not reoffend or to at least make the chances of a prisoner reoffending lessened; Whereas those who oppose this view, the majority of the British public, may not view the prison system in this way, and likely see it as a place for punishment, or they may have not considered this or they may have done so but not agreed with this viewpoint and consider the rehabilitation of a prisoner as though it should be a secondary focus of the criminal justice system and that it should be focused on punishing those who have committed a crime. The issue is further complicated by the fact that prior to the 2018 ruling, If an individual is convicted of a crime but they have not received a sentence then they are still entitled to vote, which shows a discrepancy in the way that convicted people are treated as those who are convicted and imprisoned were disallowed to vote whereas those who were not imprisoned but are still convicted are allowed to vote.
In a poll taken out by YouGov, with 1812 people partaking, ‘63% of people responded to the poll said that prisoners should not be allowed to vote at elections, 8% of people said that all prisoners should be allowed to vote, 9% of people said that prisoners serving sentences of less than 4 years should be allowed to vote and 15% of people who partook in the poll said that prisoners serving a sentence of less than 6 months should be allowed to vote.’  (Dr Rogers de Waal J, 2012,) The results of this poll show that the majority of the general public believe that no prisoner should be allowed to vote, This poll was conducted in the same period of time that the British government was being pressured by the European Court as the UK’s policy to not allow for any prisoner to vote was considered to be illegal and  in breach of basic human rights as the UK is a democratic country; at this time the British government and the British public agreed that it was a Civic Luxury rather than a basic human right.
‘In 2005 the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) ruled that the UK was in breach of Article 3, The first protocol of the European Convention on Human Rights in relation to prisoner voting rights.’ [PARLIAMENT.CO.UK] Due to this ruling the UK would have to change its legislation surrounding prisoner’s rights as the policy at the time was that no prisoner was permitted to vote in an election, which was in breach of basic human rights as it is considered, by the European Court of Human Rights that in a country like the UK, a democratic country, that voting is a basic human right which means that the government would be required by European law to change this policy. However now in 2019 as we are currently in the process of leaving the European Union this will no longer be considered illegal as the Government will be the ones to decide matters of human rights and the current policy that was decided upon on December 6th 2018, The decision states that prisoners on remand, prisoners committed to prison for contempt of court, prisoners committed to prison for default in paying fines, prisoners released on temporary licence, prisoners released on home detention curfew are all allowed to vote, which was considered enough for the European Court of Human Rights to be considered lawful and the matter was then quashed.
To conclude the Government has made Voting in prison still not legal but it has allowed for some prisoners to be allowed to vote, which pleased the European Court of Human Rights as this is considered to no longer be in breach of a citizen’s basic human rights, which was agreeable to the minority of citizens of the UK although likely to be better in the long term for the rehabilitation of prisoners.
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