In essay format evaluate the forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape.
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[bookmark: _Int_EazrFyUT]The complex process by which people understand and engage with their environment is known as "landscape perception," and it is a phenomenon that is fundamental to human life. It goes beyond simple observation, taking into account aspects of culture, psychology, history, ecology, and technology that together influence how we perceive and comprehend the world. Given these many factors and intricacies, it is crucial to comprehend the ideas and processes that influence how people perceive the landscape in order to promote thoughtful discussion and decision-making on the future of our surroundings. We can better understand the variety of human experiences and viewpoints and improve our care for the landscapes that support us by critically analysing the cultural, psychological, historical, ecological, and technological aspects of landscape perception.
[bookmark: _Int_mTG8TlBT]People's perceptions of landscapes are greatly influenced by cultural behaviours, beliefs, and values. For instance, a reverent view may result from a landscape's perceived holiness or spiritual significance in some cultures. The choice of the spiritual environment was made because it permits the assembly of religious and nonreligious activities, like Mass celebrations (Dewsbury and Cloke). On the other hand, social issues like politics and economics can cause spiritual landscapes to be forgotten or their original spirituality to change (Larsen). 
Additionally, globalisation and urbanisation have the potential to homogenise landscapes, undermining unique cultural identities and perspectives. One article found that the processes of urban homogenization weaken people's emotional attachments to locations and, eventually, their intentions to interact with their communities (Grêt-Regamey and Galleguillos-Torres). Lower levels of social cohesion and place connection can be used to explain why peri-urban areas have less intense emotional reactions than urban and rural locations. The results emphasise how important it is to take emotions into account when designing just, equitable, resilient, and sustainable cities.
Social dynamics, including social norms and power structures, are important in determining how people perceive their surroundings. Diverse groups' perceptions and interactions with landscapes can be influenced by historical legacies, social standing, and access to resources. For example, compared to dominant social groups, marginalised people could see urban vs rural settings differently. One article investigated the human-nature connection in relation to landscape socialisation (Peng), the findings from this study highlights the role that landscape socialisation can play in transposing more abstract human-nature relationships, which could create a transformative notion towards a more sustainable future. 
[bookmark: _Int_U82GsF1J][bookmark: _Int_0HXyzv8u]Perception of the landscape can influence and be influenced by economic interests and activity. Landscapes are frequently commodified by sectors like tourism and real estate, which highlight some aspects while downplaying others in order to maximise profits. Furthermore, differences in economic status can lead to differences in access to landscapes and environmental quality, which can affect how various socioeconomic groups view and value their surroundings.  The relationship between tourism and sustainability is multifaceted, for some economies tourism allows for the local people in that area to benefit substantially from the financial gain and educational opportunities in the form of employment and gaining an understanding of preserving these biodiverse areas of the globe. However, tourism is accelerating global emissions and has been found to contribute to ocean pollution (Richardson). 
[bookmark: _Int_WIDdm0qK]Climate, topography, and ecological processes are a few examples of environmental factors and changes that affect how people see a landscape. Environmental perceptions and attitudes can change as a result of habitat destruction, pollution, and natural disasters changing the landscape. Furthermore, new perspectives on landscape management and conservation might result from the scientific understanding of ecosystems and landscape processes, which can both challenge and inform conventional beliefs. Research was conducted on the impact that weather and seasonal changes have on people's perceptions of landscape (Półrolniczak and Kolendowicz). With further research surrounding the constructive collaboration of these elements a good foundation could be made to create better sustainable processes to enhance to benefits that landscape has on people's health holistically. 
[bookmark: _Int_aVbrPmPK][bookmark: _Int_XzVKNGND]The way we view and engage with landscapes has changed dramatically as a result of technological advancements like virtual reality, GIS (Geographic Information Systems), and satellite photography. These tools offer fresh viewpoints and methods of depicting landscapes, which affects how people see and interact with their environment. Results from a research study indicated that people showed a higher preference to the virtual reality environment compared to the real world and photos (Gao et al.). Research like this demonstrates the need for policies regarding sustainability to be reconsidered with the comprehension that the modern world is now deeply intergrated with technology. Successful implementation of policy which considers the opportunities technology offers could accelerate the impact people have on the movement. A conference in 2018 brought the opportunity for GIS to showcase its potential in aiding the SDG’s (sustainable development goals) (Bonaccorsi). One UN office that demonstrated its efforts to create an open data infrastructure for city resilience was the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), which emphasised the role that open data plays in facilitating municipal resilience to disasters (Bonaccorsi). 
However, they can also serve to propagate misconceptions and biases, particularly in situations where access to technology is unequal. It is critical to understand that new developments in technology may also have unforeseen effects on how people perceive and govern their landscapes. The spread of digital technologies could be a factor in "techno-centric" worldviews, which value ease and efficiency over the inherent worth of the natural world. Genuine connections with landscapes may be replaced with virtual encounters, which could cause a person to feel disconnected from their surroundings and lose their sense of place (Kesebir and Kesebir). Furthermore, there may already be differences in how people perceive and engage with the landscape, and these differences may get worse due to unequal access to technology and digital literacy (Richardson et al.). Inequitable outcomes and social inequities may result from the marginalisation of communities with limited access to digital resources in landscape management decision-making processes (UNCTAD).
The definition of sustainability that is most frequently used comes from the now-famous report "Our Common Future," which was published in 1987 by the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) of the United Nations. "Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs" is how the report defined sustainable development (UN. Secretary-General and World Commission on Environment and Development). Global initiatives to solve environmental concerns and advance sustainable development have placed a growing emphasis on landscape sustainability (Wu). Starting with the early works of Thomas Malthus and George Marsh and continuing with the ground-breaking work of Rachel Carson and the Brundtland Report. It still influences people's perceptions of and interactions with landscapes today, influencing viewpoints on land management and conservation as well as practices, policies, and practices (Hajian and Jangchi Kashani).
The English economist and demographer Thomas Malthus is most recognised for his bleak forecasts on resource depletion and population growth. Malthus contended that starvation, sickness, and social upheaval would unavoidably result from human population growth beyond the planet's carrying capacity in his seminal essay "An Essay on the Principle of Population" (Malthus). Even though Malthus' theories were divisive and frequently criticised for having an excessively pessimistic viewpoint, they set the tone for later debates over the sustainability of human societies and their effects on the environment. 
One of the forerunners of environmental philosophy is the American diplomat and conservationist George Perkins Marsh. Marsh studied the damaging effects of human activity on ecosystems and landscapes in his groundbreaking essay "Man and Nature" (George Perkins Marsh), cautioning against the repercussions of unregulated exploitation and deterioration of natural resources. Marsh's theories established the groundwork for contemporary methods of sustainable landscape management and contributed to the popularisation of the idea of environmental conservation.
American marine biologist and conservationist Rachel Carson was instrumental in educating the public about the risks associated with pesticide use as well as the larger effects of human activity on the environment. The detrimental effects of pesticides, especially DDT, on wildlife and ecosystems were described by Rachel Carson in her seminal book "Silent Spring" (Carson), which aroused public alarm and prompted calls for legislative action. The modern environmental movement was sparked by Rachel Carson's work, which also served to increase awareness of the need for sustainable land management and agricultural practices.
The World Commission on Environment and Development released the Brundtland Report, formally named "Our Common Future," (UN. Secretary-General and World Commission on Environment and Development). The report, which introduced the phrase "sustainable development" and presented a plan for striking a balance between social justice, economic progress, and environmental preservation, was spearheaded by former Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland. The report called for integrated approaches to development that prioritise the needs of both present and future generations, highlighting the interconnectivity of global concerns such as poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation. The Brundtland Report served as a catalyst for the global conversation on sustainability and established the framework for later accords and programmes that tackled issues of development and the environment.
As part of its Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development , the United Nations approved the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 (United Nations), building on the ideas expressed in the Brundtland Report (UN. Secretary-General and World Commission on Environment and Development). The 17 interrelated Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) address a variety of social, economic, and environmental challenges, such as gender equality, clean water, poverty, hunger, health, and education (United Nations). With a particular emphasis on safeguarding, rehabilitating, and encouraging the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, Goal 15 (United Nations) highlights the significance of landscape sustainability in accomplishing more general development goals. In order to guide efforts to promote sustainability at the local, national, and international levels, the SDGs offer a framework for global action and collaboration.
In conclusion, cultural influences, technological biases, historical narratives, and ecological dynamics are only a few of the many concepts and forces that interact to impact how people see their surroundings. Gaining an understanding of these elements is crucial to developing holistic methods for managing and conserving landscapes that take into considerations the vast viewpoints and values connected to various landscapes. 
Acknowledging the interdependence of cultural, historical, ecological, and technological aspects allows us to promote educated discussion and decision-making regarding our surroundings' future, guaranteeing the conservation and improvement of landscapes for future generations. We may continue to unravel the complex web of ideas and forces that influence how we perceive the landscape by continuing to explore and engage with it. This will help us develop a closer relationship with the environment and accept our responsibility to preserve and enhance what we have left. 
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