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E-Portfolio: Linking Global Challenges to Jersey Park, Briton Ferry
Introduction to the Site and Its Relevance 
Jersey Park is a well-known and well-preserved public green space located in the heart of Briton Ferry, Neath Port Talbot. Originally laid out in the early 20th century, the park was named after the Earl of Jersey after he donated the land Cadw (n.d), it has long served as a social and environmental asset for the local community. It features mature trees, flowerbeds, a playground, and paths that attract dog walkers, families, and nature enthusiasts throughout the year Pacer (n.d).
The park’s accessibility, historical significance, and ongoing community relevance made it a compelling site for this portfolio. It sits within a post-industrial town that has experienced socioeconomic decline over recent decades, making it one of the most deprived areas within the borough Severn Wye Energy Agency (2013), and as such, the park acts as an important outlet for recreation, mental well-being, and local biodiversity. 

The mixed landscape of manicured lawns and wooded hillside is home to various mammal and bird species. Mammals such as hedgehogs, brown hares and several species of bats are present in the area.  The Urban environment also support a range of bird species. examples include the house sparrow, song thrush, and dunnock In contrast, the surrounding hillside provide hunting grounds for larger birds of prey such as ravens, buzzards, and goshawks Neath Port Talbot Council (n.d).
The choice to focus on Jersey Park was also influenced by its potential to serve as a small-scale representation of wider environmental and public health issues. As climate change, biodiversity loss, and urban health concerns intensify globally, they manifest in tangible ways in even small, semi-urban parks such as this. Taking a closer look at Jersey Park provides an opportunity to explore how global pressures are affecting local green infrastructure, and whether local management strategies are sufficient and aligned with global mitigation goals.
Contemporary Challenges at Jersey Park 
This section looks at three major issues that may have an impact on Jersey Park. biodiversity, the increasing effects of climate-related changes, and growing public health concerns associated with limited or unequal access to green spaces. These challenges are not only relevant to the park itself but also reflect wider environmental and social issues that affect communities more broadly, highlighting the importance of protecting natural areas for both ecological and human wellbeing.
Biodiversity Loss
One of the most environmental challenges that may affect Jersey Park is a gradual decline in local biodiversity.  
Invasive species such as Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), common throughout South Wales, are a growing concern . This aggressive plant has been recorded in surrounding areas.  South Wales is one of the worst places in the UK for Japanese knotweed, and Neath in particular is the 6th worst area in Wales South Wales Argus (2023).  According to Jones, D. et al. (2018) the plant's rapid growth enables it to outcompete native flora, leading to the formation of dense monocultures that significantly reduce biodiversity. Its extensive rhizome system alters soil chemistry, affecting nutrient cycling and microbial communities. Furthermore, by dominating vegetation in invaded areas, Japanese knotweed degrades habitat quality for insects and birds, diminishing essential ecosystem services.

Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) is another invasive species present in Jersey Park, where it has been recorded along woodland paths and slopes. While visually striking, this non-native shrub poses a significant ecological threat. It spreads rapidly, forming dense thickets that shade out native vegetation, suppress understorey regeneration, and reduce biodiversity. Its presence in the park reflects broader concerns across the UK, where it has been identified as one of the most damaging terrestrial invasive plants. According to the Woodland Trust, it chokes native woodland, supports few other species, and can act as a host for plant diseases such as Phytophthora ramorum, which affects over 150 plant species Woodland Trust, (2024)
Moreover, intensively managed lawns and ornamental flowerbeds significantly limit ecological resilience, as they reduce plant diversity and inhibit biodiversity compared to extensively managed wild areas Winkler et al.( 2024).
Climate Change Impacts
Climate-related stressors are becoming increasingly visible across South Wales. According to the Met Office’s State of the UK Climate report, the region has experienced a marked increase in storm events and irregular rainfall patterns, with the 2023–2024 winter period being one of the wettest on record and featuring 12 named storms NRW (2024). These changes have serious implications for Jersey Park’s ageing drainage infrastructure and trees. Waterlogging in low-lying areas and storm damage to mature trees have become more frequent, threatening both park usability and public safety.
Additionally, the urban heat island effect, where built-up areas experience elevated temperatures, poses heightened risks to vulnerable populations using urban greenspaces. Tree canopy loss reduces the cooling benefits these areas offer, which are described in the UK Climate Risk Assessment as “critical for climate resilience” through nature-based solutions like tree planting and integrated urban greenspace Climate Change Committee, (2021).
Health and Wellbeing
Public access to green space is widely associated with improved physical and mental health outcomes. According to the World Health Organisation, urban green spaces promote psychological restoration, physical activity, and social cohesion, particularly in deprived areas (WHO, 2016). Briton Ferry contains pockets of deprivation, with Census 2021 data showing elevated levels of household deprivation across multiple dimensions including health, education, and employment iLiveHere, (2024).  Jersey Park offers a free and accessible space for recreation and social interaction, yet its potential is limited by underinvestment, inconsistent maintenance, and lack of structured programming such as guided walks or community events.
It is common knowledge in the area that there are concerns about antisocial behaviour and inadequate lighting during winter months, which deter some groups from using the park. These barriers contribute to a local–global disconnect while Jersey Park could support Sustainable Development Goal 3  “Good Health and Well-being”  social challenges and infrastructure gaps such as locked toilet facilities, hinder its ability to deliver inclusive health benefits.
Linking Local and Global Issues 
Biodiversity Loss
Globally, biodiversity is declining at an unprecedented rate. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services IPBES (2019) has warned that over 1 million species are at risk of extinction. Jersey Park, while small, reflects this trend through the simplification of its habitats, limited flowering plant diversity, and growing presence of invasive species.
Small local urban parks function as a stepping stone habitat for wildlife, enabling movement across fragmented urban landscapes. It is emphasised that greenspace networks, including corridors and small patches are essential for reducing species loss and enhancing ecological resilience in cities. Making Nature’s City (2023).
Climate Change in Urban Green Spaces
Cities and towns are increasingly on the frontline of climate change, facing heatwaves, flooding, and air quality degradation. The changing weather patterns observed in Jersey Park mirror national and global climate data trends, such as increased precipitation variability and temperature extremes IPCC (2021). Urban green spaces help mitigate these impacts, but only if managed proactively.
Green spaces like Jersey Park play a vital role in mitigating climate-related stressors, but only when managed with ecological resilience in mind. Green infrastructure strategies such as rain gardens, permeable paving, and bioretention tree pits,  have been successfully implemented in UK cities like Manchester, where the West Gorton sponge park reduced peak water flows by over 98% and improved biodiversity and community engagement. UK100 (2024)
Management 
Current Management
Jersey Park is maintained by Neath Port Talbot Council, which provides routine services such as groundskeeping, bin collection, and seasonal planting. Community involvement also plays a role, with volunteer led initiatives like litter picks and informal gardening supported by local groups such as the Friends of Jersey Park. This charity promotes the park as a public open space and has secured small grants to improve its natural and social environment Friends of Jersey Park (2024)
While the local Council has adopted a biodiversity plan under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, there is no publicly available evidence of a site specific biodiversity or climate resilience plan for Jersey Park. Budget constraints and other priorities remain a challenge, with Neath Port Talbot acknowledging that many improvements will rely on external grants or partnerships, rather than core funding Neath Port Talbot Council Cabinet (2023).
Potential Improvements
To enhance the park’s resilience and alignment with global sustainability goals, several low-cost yet effective interventions could be introduced:
· Wildflower planting to boost pollinator presence and reduce mowing costs. In Rotherham, an eight-mile wildflower corridor saved the council £25,000 annually in mowing costs while enhancing biodiversity and public perception ADAPT Network (2019).
· Rain gardens or swales to manage water runoff and increase biodiversity as mentioned previously in this paper.
Alignment with Global Frameworks
Efforts to enhance Jersey Park in Briton Ferry can be meaningfully aligned with several global sustainability frameworks, particularly the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
· SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being Green spaces promote physical activity, mental restoration, and social cohesion. Well designed public parks reduce stress, improve air quality, and contribute to community engagement, all of which support SDG 3 targets for mental health and non-communicable disease prevention UN-Habitat (2025).

· SDG 15: Life on Land Jersey Park can support SDG 15 by enhancing urban biodiversity, restoring degraded habitats, and controlling invasive species. Even small urban parks act as biodiversity stepping stones, contributing to ecological connectivity and species conservation Our World in Data (2023).
Additionally, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act offers a regional legislative framework that supports long-term environmental stewardship and community inclusion Welsh Government (2025).
Conclusion 
Jersey Park may be a modest greenspace in Briton Ferry, but its story captures many of the critical environmental, social, and policy challenges facing urban areas globally. The park reflects the ongoing issues faced between ecological decline marked by habitat simplification and invasive species and the potential for regeneration through strategic, community led action. It sits between local stewardship and international responsibility.
This portfolio has shown how Jersey Park faces pressures including biodiversity loss, limited public investment, and climate related risks such as extreme weather and poor drainage. Yet, these challenges present an opportunity. Through targeted improvements like wildflower planting, rain gardens, and enhanced community engagement, the park could evolve into a resilient urban asset. Small scale interventions have proven successful in other towns as mentioned, demonstrating that meaningful change doesn’t require vast resources, only vision and collaboration.
Aligning Jersey Park’s management and development with frameworks such as the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and regional level goals, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act further supports this vision with a long term thinking and inclusive governance into environmental decision making.
Ultimately, Jersey Park serves as more than a public green space, it represents an area that a collective effort is needed to build healthier, more climate resilient communities. 
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