Defining abnormality

	Case study 1: Jane
Jane was seen by a consultant on a domiciliary visit to the vicarage of St. Mary's church. Her father, the vicar, explained that Jane was a sixth form pupil at a local private school. She had always done well at school and had achieved high grades in her fifth form exams. She was hoping to go to University. Over the last few months though her behaviour had changed. She had started refusing to go to school, but had declined to give any reason why. She spent her days writing in her room, and had not eaten for the last three days. She would not let her parents in to see her and had barricaded the door. There was no history of drug abuse. The consultant talked to her through the door, and finally persuaded her to trust him sufficiently to let him in to her room. He found that Jane was a tall, thin girl with a pale face. The room smelt of urine, and the walls had been covered in a fine, spidery writing. When the consultant tried to read what it said, she shouted at him. Jane looked at him suspiciously and, at times seemed to be conferring with an unseen person as to how trustworthy the doctor was. The doctor could see scratch marks on her neck where Jane had cut herself with the blade of a pair of scissors. She said that this was 'to let the bad blood out'. Jane appeared alert and knew the day and the time. When asked about her refusal to eat, Jane mumbled about her parents trying to poison her, because, she said, ' my mother offered me an Arrowroot Thin biscuit...that would make me thin...and she offered me some cabbage...that would turn me into a cabbage.' 
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	Case study 2: Swampy
Swampy became a nationally known figure in 1996 after spending a week in a complex series of tunnels dug in the path of a new extension to the A30 in Fairmile, Devon, resisting attempts at eviction by police. Specialists were called in to safely remove Swampy and a number of other protesters locked deep inside the network of artificial tunnels. Several people took part in the protest, but Swampy was the last one to be evicted. The mainstream media became fascinated with Swampy, and his subsequent fame included an appearance on the BBC comedy current affairs quiz Have I Got News for You, as the show's youngest-ever panelist. He also protested the Newbury bypass, and in 1997, he entered tunnels intended to prevent the building of a second runway at Manchester Airport. He then dropped out of sight and refused to talk to the media.  In 2006, he was living with his girlfriend and their three children in a yurt, a dome-shaped tent in Tipi Valley, a commune in west Wales.

In 2007, the Sunday Mirror newspaper reported that Swampy was taking part in the climate change protests at Heathrow Airport. Hooper's presence on the protest site was dependent on his keeping a low profile, so his celebrity status would not detract from the event. In 2013, he was still living in Wales with his family, working for the Forestry Commission and running marathons and half marathons. 

In September 2019, Swampy took part in an Extinction Rebellion protest, attaching himself to a concrete block at the entrance to the Valero Energy fuel refinery in Pembrokeshire. He admitted to a charge of wilful obstruction of the highway and was fined £40, plus £85 for costs and a £32 surcharge, commenting, "I am pleading guilty, I can't really afford to keep coming to court." 

Swampy was arrested at Jones Hill Wood in Buckinghamshire in October 2020, having occupied a tree house as part of a Stop HS2 protest to prevent trees being felled because they are on the route of High Speed 2. In January 2021, he was involved in the construction and occupation of tunnels at Euston Square Gardens in London as part of the same protests. His 16 year-old son joined him in the tunnel protest. 
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