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This portfolio will contain information on how Welsh is used in a special school setting. The evidence and procedures that are detailed in this portfolio may be very different from how a mainstream schools learn Welsh. The evidence presented throughout this portfolio is based from a Special Educational Needs School (SEN) in the heart of Swansea, the school will be referred to as School A. The pupils who attend the school have severe and complex learning difficulties, sensory and behavioural difficulties as well as some who have Autism. Even though, the majority of the children who attend the school are non-verbal, it is essential that every child has the right to experience and to be involved in learning and hearing the Welsh language and cultures of Wales. 

There has been a positive focus on the Welsh language and the emphasis for the language to be taught in schools in Wales today is a must. The Welsh Government Action Plan (2017-21) included that following the Education Reform Act 1988, Welsh became a compulsory subject which was included in the National Curriculum Framework. Before 1988, apart from the Welsh spoken language, there was no Curricular Framework in Wales. However, recently there has been a promotion to the National Curriculum and Curriculum Cymreig was added. The Welsh language is now being taught across all schools for every child in Wales and according to Lawton, (2004) all children are to be provided with the chance to learn about the history and understanding of the historical, environmental and linguistic characteristics of Wales. The Welsh Government (2019) concluded that in January 2019, only 23 percent of children in Wales were educated through the medium of Welsh. 

In contrast, although Welsh has been added to the curriculum and has now been made compulsory in all school, some special schools have some flexibility within the National Curriculum for the children to be able to develop the curriculum appropriately. Children are able to be exempt from learning Welsh and in a few cases in Wales the full National Curriculum may not be appropriate for all children to reach their potential. The Department for Education (2006:P.2) States that:
Disapplication is permitted to enable a more appropriate curriculum provision to be put in place, the full curriculum may not be the most appropriate route for maximising pupils learning and achievement.

However, School A aims to provide a fully inclusive education to all children, in a way that meets their needs. School A, Strategic Equality policy (2016-2020) states that the school has a commitment to all pupils and that is to offer an education that is equal to all. The aim is to help all pupils to be able to fully participate in school life by developing a culture of inclusion and diversity which will make all pupils feel proud and respected.  Equality and opportunities for pupils to thrive and achieve is vital in all schools in Wales. A message from the Equality Act (2010:P11) states that:
Schools will need to demonstrate that they have made reasonable adjustments to the education provision to ensure that all learners with disabilities are provided with equality and opportunity. The equality act 2010 have taken steps to ensure that children with disabilities are not subject to any discrimination.  

There have been lots of changes to the new curriculum, and it is currently an exciting time for education in Wales, schools have to ensure that there is opportunity for the Welsh language to be central to the ambitious and essential reforms. The education minister Kirsty Williams (2017-21:P2) stated that “ the reform will look at how we can support learners with additional needs ensuring that the welsh language is the key priority.” In addition to this, it has been said that the school standards and organisation act (2013) put in place special measures for local authorities to prepare Welsh in Education Strategic Plans (WESPs), which state how they plan to teach the medium of Welsh to children  including children with additional needs. Some schools have the facilities to employ specialized teaching staff, while others school do not.  Jones, (2016) states that there is mixed evidence on how Welsh should be taught to children with ALN, while some children gained help from specialised services, other schools lacked capacity needed to support children with ALN.
All children should be entitled to a fully inclusive education regardless of their disability. They should be given the chance and opportunity to thrive and take part in fun and exciting activities with their peers. School A Equal Opportunities policy (2016) states that all pupils are entitled to take part in the curricular, extra-curricular and administrative practices with commitment to equal opportunities. School staff are aware that all pupils are to feel valued, loved and respected with the encouragement which will promote self-esteem and motivation. 

All children have the right to an education and to express their thoughts and views on life, by giving them the opportunities to have opinions it will encourage them to promote self-esteem and have self-worth. In the article - United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) articles 12 and 13 state that all children should have the right to express their opinions and that what they express should be respected and heard. However, it has been made clear to schools that they should support pupils who are non-verbal in a way that they can still express their views and be given the opportunity to make decisions. In School A, the children have the opportunity to make choices in every aspect of the school day. This is mainly through the use of ICT equipment and/or body movements or facial expressions. 

The Successful Futures Report, Donaldson (2015) states that the Welsh language has a firm place in the new curriculum in all schools and that Welsh and bilinguals were frequently mentioned as the strengths of the education system. Additionally, the Welsh Language and bilinguals is a commitment to the inclusive education system and that the ‘best things’ about the new curriculum is the focus on the foundation phase, the focus on the welsh identity and the use of Curriculum Cymreig. The Successful Futures report notices the importance of  the bilingual nation in the involvement of the Welsh language, and it is essential that both languages are nurtured.     

The National Curriculum inclusion statement stated the importance of giving every child the opportunity to gain experiences in their learning as to be able to achieve a high standards within the curriculum. “Teachers need to adapt their practise to ensure that children with SEN gain access and entitlement to the curriculum” (Hodkinson, 2009:P.127).  

In school A, the national curriculum is obtained. However, due to the nature of the pupils, the lessons are mostly sensory based. When children learn it is important that all of their senses are explored. Gascoyne, (2016) suggests that by children experiencing sensory rich experiences, it helps with brain development and thinking. Providing SEN children with fun, hands on experiences will help to bring learning to life. Sensory play provides children with opportunities to develop problem solving skills, creativity and exploration.  




















Last term, our topic to follow in the curriculum was Welsh myths and legends. In School 
A, when planning activities, a rainbow timetable is made, (See Appendix one). Therefore, in the foundation phase all lessons were planned with a holistic approach that the Welsh Language or culture was obtained in all areas of learning. It is important that the children are fully included in having the opportunity of hearing the Welsh language. Throughout these activities, there are a range of funny welsh rhymes, words and phrases being used by staff members. Although the children taking part in the lesson are non-verbal, it is still important that the children experience the language and culture that they live in. “Children with special educational needs should be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant education, including an appropriate curriculum” (Tassoni, 2003:P-21). 

All children experienced welsh through a range of different activities.  

Firstly, for the Literacy, Communication and Language focus, the class decided to read a story called ‘Cold Jac’. This story is about a boy that lives on a Welsh hilltop farm, where it is very cold and windy. Jac shivered and huddled together with his animals with a constant drip on his nose. His lovely nan wanted to help but poor nan kept getting it wrong. She kept knitting jumpers that would be perfect for the animals but not Jac. 

Even though the story is majorly delivered in Welsh, as a class the story was adapted to make it suitable to meet the needs of every child. It is very sensory based where all of the children’s senses are exploited. Glozzard, (2015) stated that multisensory approaches work for every child and provides a fully inclusive way of learning, although, it is vital that the specific needs of each child are met as individuals.

The lesson will begin where all children are gathered in the story corner, listening to a Welsh song. Pupils are shown the cover of the book and are encouraged to touch the pages as staff flick through the pages for the children to feel the air on their hands. Next, the children will meet the characters. Jac is a doll that is filled with freezing cold water. The other characters will be acted out by each child. A wig for the gran, a post bag for the post man, a cow print blanket for the cow, a cuddly cat toy, a mouse puppet and wool for the sheep. The children will attract their attention in turn to each character as they are met through the story. Throughout the story gran knits different sized jumpers using her knitting machine and when the jumpers are ready, she wraps them in different textured parcels, including a space blanket, sandpaper, bubble wrap, sheepskin and a plastic bag. When the parcels are ready, she takes them to the post office for the post man to deliver them to Jac. When the post man knocks the door each child will press a switch, which will sing ‘wait a minute Mr postman’. The staff member will then say the word ‘Diolch’. Every parcel he delivers is not quite the expected one. Nan is a bit out of practise and is consistently making oddly shaped creations that will fit every animal on the farm except Jac. The parcels will get passed around and each child can explore with the different textures parcel (See appendix two). Throughout the story, staff are encouraged to say different welsh words, repeating the rhymes and phrases and to describe the jumpers. For example, all jumpers are different colours, the jumper will get passed around to each child and the staff member will state the colour of the jumper in English and Welsh, ‘oh shall we look at the red jumper, siwmper goch’. Some of the more able children will sometimes make an attempt to repeat the first letter of the word and others will just listen. 

As one of the follow-on activities, a knitting machine is attached to a big mac switch and the children try to make a jumper of their own. When the children press the switch it will operate the knitting machine, again each child will have a different colour wool and the staff will emphasize the colours in Welsh. (See Appendix three).

Another follow-on activity; the children completed a craft activity where they had to choose their favourite colour paint, the staff member told the children the colours in welsh and were then encouraged to explore though various objects and items to find their desired coloured objects. The children were then able to paint the jumper to match their objects. (See Appendix four). It is very important that children are able to encounter first-hand experiences for themselves and by exploring with different objects, this is how they learn best. This links to the theorist Piaget. Salkind (2004) stated that from Piaget’s perspective he believed that children learn spontaneously and that they learn by playing and exploring with objects that are interesting. Likewise to Piaget – Mooney (2013), researched that Dewey’s theory was also very similar, Dewey believed that children are curious,  and this is what encourages their learning. 

School A incorporates a sensory approach in every aspect of the school day. Like the theorist Montessori, she believed that all children learn best through using their senses. As a school it is important that the child is ready to learn, but before the staff expect the child to complete any sort of activity it is important that their basic needs are met and that their senses are awake, this will then prepare the child ready for the lesson ahead. Bates, (2019) commented that it is essential that before a child can be educated intellectually, they need to educate their senses. School A achieves this by carrying out short but frequent sensory sessions every morning. The teacher will begin the day by playing the song- head, shoulders, knees and toes in welsh and then the staff member will encourage the child to tap that body part. Next, there is a scent of the day and each child will be able to smell the flavoured oil. Followed by a different textured object for each day. The child will also be shown a piece of holographic card with the day of the week, every day being a different colour and the child will be asked to look at this. Lastly, if able to the child is encouraged to taste something that is relevant to that session. By carrying out this short lesson the children’s senses are awakened, and the children are ready to learn.  







To evaluate the activities that were carried out, firstly, on the whole – most children appeared to enjoy listening to the sensory story ‘Cold Jac’. One child was reluctant to touch the character cold Jac, they did like to touch the doll because it was freezing cold, they would flinch upon touching the coldness. However, as the activity was repeated week after week, the more the children carried out the story, the more they were able to explore with the props. One considers this could be due to the child becoming familiar with the story and are aware of what is expected of them. 

Next, for the knitting activity the lesson did not go to plan. One child was very upset, this could potentially be due to the noise of the knitting machine. One encouraged the child to choose the colour wool that they would like and then the member of staff pressed the switch to operate the knitting machine. The child was placed away from the knitting machine to make sure the child was still involved but far enough away to be startled by the sound. To engage the child in the activity, the child was encouraged to vocalise when they wanted the knitting machine to start. However, overall, the remaining children appeared to enjoy the activity. It was nice that the knitting machine could be adapted to a switch to enable the children to be independent and in control of something. Additionally, if one was to improve this activity. One would do this activity as an activity aside another instead of as a group activity. There was one knitting machine and one switch with six children, this meant that there was lots of waiting! When it came around to each child’s turn a few of them got fed up of sitting so did not want to sit any longer to continue the activity. Also, one would ensure to have ear defenders at reach due to the sound of having the knitting machine running. If there was less noise maybe the child would interact in a more positive way.  

Finally, the follow-on activity that appeared to be most favourable was the craft activity. Personally, one thinks it is because of the differentiation of the activity. The children who are more able had various activities where they had to match the welsh colours to the actual colour paint, followed by choosing their favourite colour and then finding objects to match their desired colour. In addition the children that require more help were happy to just explore with the different colour paint- not particularly keeping between the lines of the t-shirt template. If the class were to repeat this activity, one would suggest using plain white t-shirts and fabric paints – the children will be able to model the t-shirts but as well have an actual item instead of a 2d shape on paper.

To conclude this portfolio it is evident to see that repeating activities various times have a positive effect on the child’s knowledge. As one can see with the story, one child wouldn’t touch the props, by week three the child was more willing to engage and explore with the props. Additionally, after researching in depth about the Welsh language it is clear to see how much the Welsh language and culture is considered as essential in todays society. It has been made compulsory in schools to enforce the language in schools but also in home life and social events. It is apparent the importance of inclusion in all pupils but particularly children with SEN. Just because they have a disability it doesn’t mean they have to be treated differently and be excluded from receiving a full curriculum. 

Curriculum cymreig had been added to the curriculum and people are carrying out these activities that include welsh without actually realising they are doing so. This is why teaching pedagogy’s and a holistic approach has a positive effect on learning today. Lastly, it is encouraging to see that the Welsh language has been added to the new curriculum – successful futures. The Welsh language and culture is being reinforced positively and Welsh is here to stay! 
  












Appendix One

Here is a copy of the Foundation Phase Rainbow Challenges for the Welsh Language.
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Appendix – Two

Here are images of the children opening the different textures parcels from cold Jac’s story.
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Appendix Three!

Here the children are choosing what colour wool they would like to use to make their jumper. Followed by pressing the switch to operate the knitting machine. (Davies,2020)
(Davies,2020)








































Appendix Four

The children choosing the colour paint that they wanted to paint their jumpers and listening to the staff saying the colours in English and Welsh “Red Jumper – Siwmper goch” and “Yellow Jumper, Siwmper felen”.
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(Twinkl,2020)
Paint the jumper
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