	
	
	



Evaluate what are the primary factors that contribute to an individual’s vulnerability in the content of policing
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There are many factors that contribute to an individual vulnerability, examples of this being is their age, as someone who is older, can be more vulnerable than someone who is in their mid 20s, further factors that contribute to someone's vulnerability is if they have a disability which means they may not be able to look after themselves adequately. Significantly they would have to rely on their carer or family member. Mental health issues and gender are also factors. This essay will give an understanding of the main factors that contribute to an individual's vulnerability, and the content of policing around individuals who are more vulnerable than others. This essay will also be evaluating the primary factors that contribute to an individual and how the police approach when someone is vulnerable, from being at harm or at risk of something or someone hurting them mentally or physically.
[bookmark: _Int_pxuhzVUL][bookmark: _Int_T6yRFhM9]A vulnerable person is someone who is deemed as Incapable of taking care of oneself, shielding oneself from danger or exploitation, or failing to report abuse are additional behaviours that make someone vulnerable, CareCheck(2018). This means that someone who is elderly or has a disability, for example, is at more risk of harm and has less of a chance of calling the police for help when needed. careCheck(2018) also talks about the diverse types of abuse, a way someone vulnerable can receive, such as physical abuse, verbal abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse, and self-abuse. All 5 of these abuses are common in this day in age, with physical abuse being the most common one of them all. Physical abuse according to (Southern Health and Social Care Trust, n.d.) is when someone is "hitting, pushing, rough handling, exposure to heat or cold, force feeding, improper administration of medication, denial of treatment, misuse or illegal use of restraint and deprivation of liberty.” Over the past decade the police have adopted a way to help someone if they are deemed vulnerable to report their incident with the police, according to the Cleveland police(2023) the thrive model, consists of six essential components that help determine the right response grade depending on the caller's needs and the incident's circumstances. The 6 essential key elements are threat which investigates whether there is a threat to people, things like, the reputation of the organisation, public safety, or community cohesion, which incorporates the possibility of what might occur if nothing is done. The next key element is harm, this is where one must evaluate whether any threat that has been identified and was realised and what the harm would be to the parties involved should the incident's circumstances worsen. As mentioned before in the first key element like Individual, asset, reputation of the organisation, public safety, or cohesiveness of the community. The next step is risk, Cleveland police (2023) mentions  using  “the risk assessment/response grading” as this is used in the next key element of investigation this is where the police needs to either investigate the threat that's been made by checking if that person is  vulnerable and at risk, this key element is the most important part of the process as it helps identity if the persons is vulnerable to threat or harm or not being able to look after themselves, or if they vulnerable to any form of danger this is why they use the risk assessment/grading as it will determine if the risk is low or high from danger of harm at that person. This risk assessment is beneficial as when someone is calling in a report or feels like they are in danger they can evaluate the situation and decide on the outcome of the reported crime. This then comes to the last key element, which is engagement, as the police can decide whether to make sure the most suitable resource is distributed as soon as possible to the people or organisations that most urgently want police support. Socioeconomic status plays a big part in the way people live around the world, everyone's socioeconomic status is different to others and can cause massive impacts on a person vulnerability, according to (D’Arcy and Goulden, 2014) they state that “Poverty means being unable to afford to meet the minimum needs that are deemed reasonable by the standards of the society” This can play a massive impact into someone's mental health because having a low income means they can not afford the basic needs like food, water, clothes, and to pay their bills. This can be challenging towards a family  because if they have children it can lead to problems in their daily life growing up as according to (Child Poverty Action group, 2017) they argue that “Poverty can mean children going without basics, and it can also mean missing out on everyday fun and activities that other kids take for granted.” An example of this is kids falling behind in their education at home because they can't afford a computer to do their homework or have the daily essentials needed in school. Poverty can also lead to a rise in crime as according to (crimetobepoor, 2022) they state that “deprived neighbourhood means that it is much more likely for a person to be both the victim and the perpetrator of a crime” this is because anyone living in a deprived area can lead to people finding anyway to get money or their daily essentials an example of this is shoplifting or stealing a bike that was left in a garden. A way police can counteract this is by having more police officers on patrol in that area as this can lead to criminal activity in that area to drop significantly. As touched on earlier in the essay mental health is another factor as that can cause a lot of problems to someone who is classed as living in a deprived area, this is shown by  (Featherstone et al., 2019) as they talk about how living in a deprived area can cause long term consequences such as reduced academic performance, gaining mental and physical health problems, and worse adult outcomes such as turning to alcohol or drugs to cope with axentiy and stress. Taking the use of drugs and being intoxicated all the time can cause negative impacts to your mental health. This is because when drinking and doing drugs you can create a habit where your body needs that drink and needs that substance to make you feel normal again, this can make you very vulnerable as a person because when you are intoxicated or under the misuse of drugs you are at risk  from being hurt. Drugs and alcohol can also lead to criminal activity as according to (Alcohol Change UK, 2023) they state that alcohol has caused 39% of all violent crimes in England and 49% in Wales, they also fuel public unrest and antisocial conduct in local communities all throughout the nation. This shows that when intoxicated or under the use of any drugs can lead you to doing stupid things and can potentially get you in trouble with the police. Health and disabilities can play a mass impact on someone who is deemed vulnerable, this is shown from research from (Public Health England, 2015) as they found that Individuals with disabilities are more likely to experience domestic violence and abuse, and they frequently encounter additional challenges when trying to get help. When someone is classed as disabled and is over the age of 18, they are known as a vulnerable adult or someone who is at risk of harm or danger. The public health England also done a study in the year 2012-2013 which shown that a vulnerable adult “experience twice the rate of sexual assault, domestic abuse and stalking than non-disabled people” the outcome of the study shown that Domestic abuse affected more than 10% of impaired women and less than 10% of disabled males carrying on with the study it shows that 15.7% of disabled woman had experienced any domestic abuse in that year which is a lot more than a disabled man as it shown 8.7% of disabled men experienced any sort of domestic abuse that year.  there is about 16.1 million people in the Uk that has any sort of disability in the Uk which makes up to 23% of the whole Uk population. Domestic abuse is one of the main primary factors that contribute to a vulnerable person. A vulnerable person towards domestic abuse according to (westsomersethealthcare, 2024) is that “they may not be able to protect themselves against significant harm or from being taken advantage of” an example of this is someone in an abusive relationship, someone who is young or elderly, people with mental and physical health issues and loads more. Domestic abuse is a massive factor that contributes towards vulnerability as someone who is found guilty of domestic abuse can get up to 5 years imprisonment and a fine this comes under the domestic abuse act 2021 which is according to college of policing (2022) is “The behaviour of a person (A) towards another person (B) is 'domestic abuse' if, (a) A and B are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other, and (b) the behaviour is abusive.” this behaviour is when a certain person with authority such as your parents or someone who takes control of an relationship would physically or sexually abuse you, gives you threats and becomes violent towards you, plays with your mental health by throwing emotional and verbal abuse towards you like name calling, shaming and humiliating you. And lastly economic abuse such as taking control of what you do with your money by telling you what you can buy and using your money for when they like without them knowing. This can make someone vulnerable as they could suffer from Agoraphobia which according to (NHS, 2021) is when someone has “a fear of being in situations where escape might be difficult or that help wouldn't be available if things go wrong” so an example of this is when someone in a relationship is getting abused by their partner they could feel scared to go get help as they fear that they going to be hurt. This can make someone vulnerable as if they are in a domestic abuse relationship there is a risk and harm as they fear for their safety. In an economically abusive relationship, it can make someone vulnerable. As an example of this according to (Women’s Aid, 2024) is that “Taking out debts in your name, sometimes without you knowing”. This means that if the abusive partner is stealing your identity and putting you on debts this can limit you from buying stuff in the future and affect your credit score massively. 
So to conclude, an individual has many of factors that contribute to vulnerability in the content of the police, for example domestic abuse is a massive factor which contribute to someone's vulnerability as domestic abuse comes under the domestic abuse act 2021 and explains the sentencing you can get if found guilty under this act. This essay has covered the primary factors and explained how the police can identify if someone is deemed as vulnerable, for example the thrive model. This essay has covered statistics on disability and how many have been affected by abuse as they are most vulnerable compared to someone who isn't classed as having a disability. Lastly this essay has covered the abuse on alcohol and drugs and how it can make an individual vulnerable explaining the outcomes on being intoxicated and the money it can cause such as not affording your monthly rent.
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