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INTRODUCTION
Virtual learning environment has been embraced by many learning institutions as an alternative for the traditional face to face class learning. This method was introduced to most institutes; both students and lecturers accepted this method as it was the only option available to continue learning, due to the pandemic situation. Due to unfamiliar of this method of learning to many students which was introduced to us at University of Wales, Trinity Saint David London Campus on the 25th March 2020.  I will conduct an investigation; using primary data collection tools such as questionnaire to gather students’ experience, so as to find out what they have enjoyed so far and what they did not. I must say of course some of us are really enjoying the virtual learning environment.  I will design a survey questionnaire, send them out to some selected students within our school, to gather my data primarily, analyse and establish my finding.  The results of my finding will also enable to school management to have idea of what students’ opinions are, in regards to virtual learning environment (VLE), help to make improvement and some adjustment where necessary and possible.
The approach of the Web proclaimed expectations that e-learning would change and disturb educating hones in higher instruction. E-learning too guaranteed to grow openings for long lasting and adaptable learning, and advertised a nostrum for down to earth issues such as diminished financing and expanding understudy numbers. The expected disturbance to educating and learning has not come to realization be that as it may. In spite of the fact that innovation is presently common put in most higher instruction teach – most teach have contributed in a virtual learning environment (VLE) and utilize staff committed to supporting e-learning – there's small prove of noteworthy effect on instructing hones and current usage are denounced of being centered on progressing organization and reproducing behaviorist, content-driven models. This paper examines a preparatory examination, established in Action Hypothesis, of the change of educating hones, which did or did not take put in our college taking after the institution-wide arrangement of a VLE. In specific, components constraining a full take-up of the VLE more progressed functionalities by the more extensive college community are investigated. According to Francoise B & Morag M., May 2007.
Virtual learning environment has been criticise by some students who prefer face to face classroom learning in the traditional way while some student liked and appreciate VLE based on various reasons, such convenient learning from wherever you are, cutting off travelling expenses or avoid rushing to beat traffic and so many other reasons. In other to gain full opinion about students experience, I will be conducting a survey, including in my questionnaire various questions to cover up VLE impart on students, advantages and disadvantages.


BACKGROUND
The use of technology to upgrade learning can be a vital means to empower students to lock in fully in their program of study. Higher instruction suppliers create innovative offices and administrations (counting virtual learning situations and library frameworks) that are available, comprehensive and cater for a wide extend of potential understudy necessities. Orderly interview with understudies and staff approximately the availability of mechanical offices improves guidelines of usability. Assistive innovation can make strategies of learning and educating more open to a wide extends of understudies. Wherever conceivable, assistive innovations are made accessible to all understudies through coordinates organization-wide frameworks, instead of through conveyed offices or those targeted at a subset of students.
As innovation makes strides the “virtual classroom” gets to be more prevalent, there is an inclination on the portion of education and students to turn to online courses. They save assets and can oblige more students. They are more adaptable for busy schedules or commuters. But as these examples illustrate, the online classroom must be made with the same care and desires as the conventional one. Students still need interaction with their fellow understudies, indeed on the off chance that they cannot see them. Something else, the online classroom seems cold and detached. To keep students locked in within the fabric and passionate almost the subject matter, subsequently, the lecturer must discover a way for the understudies to associated with one another. Discussion gatherings are a characteristic solution and can be encouraged by posturing questions for understudies to reply to or as basically a “free for all” for understudy dialog. The professor must be a dynamic member and facilitator, be that as it may, or understudies will diminish the exercises’ importance. Another arrangement is virtual gather work. Asking understudies to collaborate on projects or assignments strengths them to meet and exchange thoughts with their peers and fulfils their requirement for gather interaction without actually assembly in a classroom. http://research.lk/volume/volume-02/issue-01/Sunesh-Hettiarachchi.pdf Accessed 30/08/2020.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The main aims and objectives conducting research on the impact of Visual Learning Environment on students studying via visual learning environment (VLE) and the experience acquired so far in University of Wales, London campus, since it was introduced to students since March 2020, when covid-19 forced a national lockdown on us. 
The investigation will also enable to students to share their difficulties face during lectures via Visual Learning Environment (VLE). Ares students are affected and possible suggestion from students on how it could improve for the benefit of students and the school management. Students will also be able to air their views general which might further
encourage or discourage the use of online learning via Microsoft team or switch to another platform like zoom etc.
The management of University of Wales will be able to realise how intensive, the Visual Learning Environment (VLE) have impact on students positively and negatively. At the end of this investigation, it will pave way for the school management to consider so many factors that might arise and how to   improve them for the benefit of the students, lecturers and school management. On these bases, I have prepared a survey using questionnaire to investigate the impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) on school mates.
METHOD 

I designed my questionnaire and the questionnaire was sent to the research participants by email. I considered using this type of questionnaire survey because I observed that most people will prefer already made answers options than write their answers which will probably lead to dumping my questionnaire in the bin as people are too busy nowadays and really do have enough time for most things, especially on something  their participant will not earn them income.
In other conduct appropriate investigation on virtual learning environment, I considered questionnaire survey to be more effective in collection of my date as covid-19 crisis will certainly deprive individual from participating on face to face interview in my finding. As it has become essential for me to come out with credible results in my finding, I also consider questionnaire survey as the most effective way to collect my data, as participants will be relax in providing suitable answers to my investigation.
Based on the above mentioned reasons I conducted my research using a twelve question based questionnaire survey. After preparing my questionnaires using the option below:
                 Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
I sent out my questionnaires through emails to thirty five students within the London campus of University of Wales considering that most of them will be very busy during this assessment period. It took sometimes before I was able to retrieve the answered questionnaire. 

The overview nature of question, refer to the appendix.

RESULTS

DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

	A VLE bolsters thoughts and encounter sharing between students
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	7
	5
	6
	2

	Percentage (%)
	43
	20
	14
	17
	6







	A VLE increases chance for meeting talk and debate externally.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	20
	6
	4
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	57
	17
	11
	9
	6





 

	A VLE provides room for changes to learners in terms of our study needs (giving access to resources whenever and enable us to choose study times).
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	10
	5
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	43
	29
	14
	8
	6







	A VLE makes each student contributions more openly to the lecture.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	18
	8
	4
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	51
	23
	11
	9
	6




 



	A VLE make it easier for students to prepare well enough before class sessions.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	16
	7
	5
	4
	3

	Percentage (%)
	46
	20
	14
	11
	9






	A VLE increases spending for each student (e.g. additional printing).

	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	10
	5
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	43
	29
	14
	8
	6







	A VLE makes studies have more workload for students.

	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	7
	6
	4
	3

	
Percentage (%)
	43
	20
	17
	20
	11








	A VLE provide students access and help from lecturers outside classroom.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	17
	8
	5
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	48
	23
	14
	9
	6






	A VLE increases interaction height among the students and lecturer externally.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	20
	9
	3
	2
	1

	Percentage (%)
	57
	26
	8
	6
	3







	A VLE make it more interactive levels between students on the course outside of classroom.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	9
	5
	4
	2

	Percentage (%)
	43
	26
	14
	11
	6








	A VLE enables a lecturer to give a broad variety of learning resources for students.
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	15
	10
	5
	3
	2

	Percentage (%)
	43
	29
	14
	8
	6







	A VLE aids the lecturer to respond to personal learning needs.

	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	Frequency
	17
	9
	4
	3
	1

	Percentage (%)
	50
	26
	12
	9
	3







	Tasks
	Wk1
	Wk2
	Wk3
	W4
	W5
	W6
	W7
	W8
	W9

	Design Questionnaire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Send Questionnaire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Collect Primary Data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data Analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature Review
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Compare two findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recommendation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc49077226][bookmark: _Toc48990487]DISCUSSION

The primary data collection was conducted using a semi-structured questionnaire which was distributed to the research participants by email. For the primary data collection, preference was made for a quantitative questionnaire methodology instead of a qualitative interview methodology because of the limitations posed the researcher by COVID-19 guidelines.  With regards, to the secondary data collection, I utilised the library, e-journals, articles and newspapers to elicit the secondary data for the research.  The questionnaire was developed to find out students’ perception to the use of VLE in schools, as such, 12 questions were formulated to address the perceptions. I used agree, strongly agree, disagree, strongly disagree and neutral to draw the students views with regards to VLE. However, secondary data are already existing data from research that has been previously conducted by another researcher. I employed various journals on the benefits of VLE since this will help me to underpin the theme of the research as well as validate the outcome of the research. The findings from the primary data collection shows that there is a consistent agreement amongst the respondents that VLE is beneficial to the students in terms of information sharing, debate, communication and overall learning.
In order to gather secondary data, I performed a literature review of the VLE and the study showed that there are plethora of research that supports the data analysis results with regards to the benefits of VLE. For example, Hamutoglu et al. (2020) conducted a quantitative research using 278 students in order to ascertain whether there is a difference with regards to the perceptions of students in relation to campus locations. The study showed that Virtual Learning Environment refers to a web-based software system that enable students which provide students with the opportunity to interact with both the teachers and the classroom while providing them access to learning without any restrictions regarding time and place. However, VLEs are costly to develop as well as maintain (Hamutoglu eta al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc49077227][bookmark: _Toc48990488]CONCLUSION 

The data analysis conducted based on the 35 respondents in the research shows that students views with regards to VLE is significantly positive. For example in all the 12 questionnaire questions, it was elicited that over 40% of the respondents were in agreement with regards to the overall benefits of VLE which was followed by the respondents that strongly agree. The research also shows that a lesser number of the research respondents disagreed with the benefits of VLE while the least number of respondents were neutral.
[bookmark: _Toc49077228]FUTURE WORK/RECOMMENDATION

This study is a quantitative research to deduce the perceptions of students to VLE at a specific campus. To provide a holistic data regarding the perceptions of students to VLE, I suggest that a qualitative research has to be performed to provide the data to compare and contrast.
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[bookmark: _Toc49077230]Appendix:

The questionnaire was designed for the VLE investigation which was sent out to thirty five students and questionnaire for the survey consist of twelve questions as shown below. The investigation was successfully conducted through the questionnaire survey which was completed and returned though they were delayed due to students’ engagement in various assessment but they were all later retrieved. The results collated from the VLE investigation are display on a table shown above.
Experience using a Virtual Learning Environment
This section invites you to reconsider your attitudes towards using a virtual learning environment (VLE) the University of Wales, London campus for online learning. Based on your experience using the VLE in this module, please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the statements below, choosing one of the following response options: 
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
1. A VLE supports ideas and experience sharing between students.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
2. A VLE increases opportunities for discussion and debate outside class.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
3. A VLE provides flexibility to learners in terms of their study needs (offering
access to resources when needed and the ability to choose study times).
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
4. A VLE makes individual student contribution more transparent to the
instructor.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
5. A VLE helps students to prepare well before class sessions.
Agree/Strongly Agree/Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
6. A VLE increases costs for individual students (e.g. through additional
printing).
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
7. A VLE increases the study workload for students.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
8. A VLE helps instructors to be accessible to students outside of class.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
9. A VLE increases interaction levels between the course instructor and
students outside of class.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
10. A VLE increases interaction levels between students on the course outside
of class.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
11. A VLE enables an instructor to provide a wider variety of learning resources
for students.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
12. A VLE helps the instructor to respond to individual learning needs.
Agree / Strongly Agree / Disagree / Strongly Disagree / Neutral
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A VLE supports ideas and experience sharing between students	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	7	5	6	2	A VLE increases chance for meeting talk and debate externally	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	20	6	4	3	2	A VLE increases chance for meeting talk and debate externally	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	20	6	4	3	2	A VLE provides room for changes to learners in terms of our study needs (giving access to resources whenever and enable us to choose study times).
A VLE provides room for changes to learners in terms of our study needs (giving access to resources whenever and enable us to choose study times).	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE provides room for changes to learners in terms of our study needs (giving access to resources whenever and enable us to choose study times).
A VLE provides room for changes to learners in terms of our study needs (giving access to resources whenever and enable us to choose study times).	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE makes each student contributions more openly to the lecture.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	18	8	4	3	2	A VLE makes each student contributions more openly to the lecture.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	18	8	4	3	2	A VLE make it easier for students to prepare well enough before class sessions	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	16	7	5	4	3	A VLE make it easier for students to prepare well enough before class sessions	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	16	7	5	4	3	A VLE increases spending for each student (e.g. additional printing).	Agree	Srongly Agree	Disagree	Srongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE increases spending for each student (e.g. additional printing).	Agree	Srongly Agree	Disagree	Srongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE makes studies have more workload for students.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	7	6	4	3	A VLE makes studies have more workload for students.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	7	6	4	3	A VLE provide students access and help from lecturers outside classroom	Agree 	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	17	8	5	3	2	A VLE provide students access and help from lecturers outside classroom	Agree 	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	17	8	5	3	2	 A VLE increases interaction height among the students and lecturer externally	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	20	9	3	2	1	 A VLE increases interaction height among the students and lecturer externally	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	20	9	3	2	1	A VLE make it more interactive levels between students on the course outside of classroom.
. A VLE make it more interactive levels between students on the course outside of classroom.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	9	5	4	2	A VLE make it more interactive levels between students on the course outside of classroom.
. A VLE make it more interactive levels between students on the course outside of classroom.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	9	5	4	2	A VLE enables a lecturer to give a broad variety of learning resources for students.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE enables a lecturer to give a broad variety of learning resources for students.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	10	5	3	2	A VLE aids the lecturer to respond to personal learning needs.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	17	9	4	3	1	A VLE aids the lecturer to respond to personal learning needs.	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	17	9	4	3	1	A VLE supports ideas and experience sharing between students	Agree	Strongly Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Neutral	15	7	5	6	2	image1.jpeg
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