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Critically evaluate the nature and extend of offending and if the impact of early intervention can help to curve offending.
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An offender is a person who commits a crime. This person will then become a criminal as they have broken the law. According to, (Owen and Cooper,2013) when an offender first offends depending on their crime, the person would receive there first caution or conviction. They also suggest that the first offence could be the start of the offender’s criminal career.  However, there is a theory that suggests that’s early intervention and prevention is better than cure. This basically means that by intervening early when a person commits a crime or preventing them from doing it. Have been known to be better than a cure, this is because if a person does not commit a crime, then they are unlikely to want to commit one (Merriam-Webster,2021). Whereas, a person who frequently commits crimes, will continue to do so if they are not stopped or helped by the system. 
A person commits a crime because of a variety of different factors. One of the main factors a person commits a crime is because of poverty. In the strain theories written by (Agnew and Scheuerman, 2015) it suggests that social strains on an individual to achieve financial mobility, is what is causing these individuals to act out in ways that re illegal and are, hence committing crimes. It is said that this theory strain is what motivated the development of the `Great society program` (Snyder, Hartinger-Saunders, Brezine, Beck, Wright, Froge and Bride, 2016) On the other hand, it has also been suggested that poverty is not the cause of crime but is more o a correlation than being the causation of the person offending (Ward,2015). Although, crime and poverty does have an intimate relationship. 
Homelessness also adds to people committing crimes. it adds to crime because these people have no other option but to steal in order to eat. These people do not have homes to go to, they are constantly on the streets. According to, (Dover,2017) the larger the group of homelessness, the larger the crime rate. This is because these people have to steal to be able to eat and clothe themselves. Most homeless people do not have a choice. However, some people chose to live homeless because they want a life with zero responsibility. These people are usually people with addiction that would prefer to have their drugs or alcohol than have a home over their heads (Emmins,2015). 
A connection with alcohol and drugs is also a common nature that leads people to commit crimes. A person under the influence of drugs and alcohol are more prone to committing a crime. According to, the (Office of National Statistic,2015) 53% of victims perceived the offenders of being under the influence of alcohol. This means that 704,000 violent incidents that occurred were because people were under the influence. The (Office of National Statistics, 2015) also stated that violent incidents that were alcohol and drug related increased from 23% at noon to 6pm to a shockingly 83% from 10pm to midnight. The office has also reported that 53% of victims wounded reported that the offender had been under the influence of alcohol (Matthew and Richardson,2005). These statistics show that drug and alcohol have a great impact on a person offending. This shows that this nature prompts people to commit a crime because they are under the influences and do not have control over themselves. These crimes probably would not have been committed if the offender was sober (Alcohol Addiction Center,2021). 
Early intervention and prevention would be beneficial here because once a person have reached their limit where they are no longer in control of their behaviour, will lead on to more serious crimes. Early intervention and prevention schemes such as Alcohol Anonymous meets would be a great punishment because it allows the offender to get help, it also aims to prevent them from offending in the future (Alcoholics Anonymous,2021).
Drugs are also a leading factor because people who are addicted to drugs, will do anything to get their fix. This means that because they are desperate for their drug that they will commit crimes such as robbing a person, burgling a house, mugging someone or attacking someone for their money. They do this in hope of getting money to supply their habit (Valentin,2016). Leading on, it can also be said that there are also drug dealers on the streets commit a crime by selling these drugs to these people. A drug dealer sentence for selling drug can range from a fine to 14 or more years in prison. This depends on the type of drug that they have been distributing (UK Government,2021). On the other hand, it can be argued by many people that drug dealer`s serve longer sentences than rapists. This infuriates people because people ask to buy drugs from the dealers, but no one asks to be raped (Underwood,2016). According to, Underwood (2016) it takes that out of every 100 rapists, two will spend a single day in prison. This suggests that the justice system frowns more upon drug dealers than it does rapists.
Talk to Frank is one of the UK leading support groups that would be a good form of early intervention and prevention. Talk to Frank is a support group for people to find out honest information about drugs. It also offers support for families and can offer their services to help stop people from abusing drugs (FRANK,2021). This support offers early intervention because it aims to help people that abuse drugs from harming themselves further. Therefore, this helps stop the offender commit unnecessary crimes in order to get their drug supply. This in turn prevent dealers from selling drugs and ruining other people and their own lives. Resulting, in crime being cut.
Another, nature and extend that causes offender to commit crimes is the lost control of emotions. This means that that a criminal will commit a crime because they have lost control of their emotions and behaviour. This is common in violent cases such as domestic abuse because the offender cannot deal with the fact that the partner wants to leave them, so they become physically and emotional abusive towards that person. It is common in people that lose their temper when certain things such as footballs arguments triggering it. These all result in a crime taking place. This nature takes place with a criminal, who often loses their temper quickly. In order to intervene and prevent this from occurring, anger management is key solution. This allows for the offender to find ways of coping with their anger and find ways of controlling it (Hagan,2017).
A mental disorder is also a contributing factor in which people commit crimes. There are numerous of crimes committed everyday by someone who is suffering from a mental illness. Many people with mental illnesses tend to commit many violent crimes because of their illness. That is why the courts develop the `mens rea` in order to determine the state of mind the defendant had when they committed the crime (Mallon,2021). This was developed in order to understand if the person committing a crime, had full mental capacity. An example of this could be someone with schizophrenia that may have committed a crime such as murder because the voices in their head told them to do it. A person suffering form schizophrenia may not always be able to distinguish their own thought and ideas from the voices in their head (NHS,2021). 
Although, many mental disorders can be treated by medication. Some people do not realise they have a disorder until it is too late, and they have committed a crime. That is why early intervention is extremely important because intervening early can potentially save both the victim and offenders life. This is because if the offender is treated for their mental disorder, they would be less likely to commit a crime. Therefore, early intervention would have curved, a crime from being committed. Treating mental health has become a huge part of today society. There are numerous of help organisation out there, that are willing to support someone with a mental health illness such as GP surgeries, Local councils, hub of hope and many more. The hub of hope is a good charity run organisation, they are always there to support and provide hope to people with illnesses (Hub of Hope,2021). 
The environment that a person surrounds themselves in is also a factor that contributes to them offending. People that are habitual criminal offend because that is all they are used to; it is what they have been brought up doing. The peer pressure around them is also a contributing factor that leads to people committing crimes (Bura,2021). Being surrounded by a bad environment or poverty, people believe that there only option to get out of this is to commit crimes such as burglary, drug dealing, theft and many more. Having this bad influence teaches people the wrong thing such as stealing cars or mugging people. They learn these bad habits that they cannot shake because of the encouragement that they get from the wrong people around them. Usually, these bad environments affect the young people. It affects them because they have nowhere to go, they live in poverty, and they see that their only option is to commit a crime (Henry,2016). These young people could feel very threatened by their surrounds that, therefore, feel as though they need protection of street gangs to be able to survive. This would then lead them to committing crimes. they may have also been attacked before or attacked in order to force them to join these gangs. 
Young offender usually offends and commit crimes because of the environment in which they grow up in. According to, (Nidirect,2021) young people that offend are likely to engage in risky health behaviours such as smoking, drinking and substance misuse because they do not know any better. These young offenders are also more likely to ditch school and truant (Bunney, Green and Marquis,2015). It is stated in report from (Calderdale council, 2015) that young people who are not in education, employment or training are five times more likely to become involved in the youth justice system. They are also 3 times more likely to suffer from poor mental health such as depression (Audit Commission,2010). This can lead to the young offenders re offending. These young offend may return to crime, because they feel like they have no other option. On the other hand, there is not always an underlying factor that is causing someone to commit a crime. Some offenders deliberately choose to commit crimes such as vehicle theft, larceny and criminal damage The offender knows that they should not be stealing or causing damage but sometimes they just do not care. They commit these crimes because they want to not because they don’t have a choice (Wiseman,2021). 
Early intervention is vitally important when it comes to preventing people from offending or recommitting a crime. Intervening early can prevent someone from committing more serious crimes such as murder. Intervening early or prevent this crime from occurring can save lives. It does not matter what crime is committed the early the intervention, the better the outcome will be because less crimes can become more serious in an instant (Boyd and Bermingham,2019). Early intervention can reduce the rate of crimes for all ages but particularly in young offenders. This is because intervening early when a child is more influential to being set on the right path, will have a positive outcome. According to, the (Youth Crime Commission,2021) teaching children through programmes that uses cognitive and social learning has a great impact on the individual’s behaviour. It helps mould young people into choosing a positive behaviour within the society instead of a negative, crime filled one. 
The restorative justice scheme is a great factor that can help stop the increase in criminal behaviour. This is a great scheme because it allows both the victim and offender to work together. It allows the offender to see what their action have done or caused other people (Crown Prosecution Service,2021). It gives them the chance to turn their behaviour around and refrain from committing more crimes. The restorative justice system works by making the offender take responsibility of what they have done. It will not work if the offender is not committed to changing their life around. According to, (Wirral Council,2021) the restorative justice scheme has been proven to reduce the risk of further offence taking place and prevent conflict from further escalating.  These scheme not only benefits the criminal it also benefits the victim because they get to confront and work with the offender to help prevent further crime taking place (Restorative Justice Council,2021).
The Ministry of justice have now come up with a new prison strategy to rehabilitate offenders and cut crime rates. The Prison Strategy White Paper have set out new plans to deliver the biggest prison building programme in more than 100 years. They aim to cut crime rate and reform and rehabilitate offenders with a zero tolerance approach to drugs. They aim to do this by have cutting-edge body scanners and airport style security to prevent offenders from continuing with criminal activities behind bars. They also aim to get offenders clean and treat addiction that stops rehabilitation. They are also providing basic education for prisoners that cannot read and write. They would be gaining skills that could potential get them into employment once they have left prison (Ministry of Justice,2021). This would make them more of asset to society than a burden.
The Ministry of Justice is also fetching in resettlement passports that will help place proper plans for prisoner’s release. This means that they will be helping prisoners with CV, proper identification and bank accounts to stop them from reoffending. There will also be a drive to get offender into work, they will do this with a new job matching service that will pair an offender up with current vacancies in the community in their release. Prisons will also be provided with employment adviser to help offenders to get ready and find work for when they are release. Again, to cut the rate of reoffending the will be a new fast-tracked punishment system put in place. This suggest that offenders will be punished faster for crimes they have committed and will suffer penalties such as having to repair their own cells if they cause them damage (Raab,2021). This allows prisoners to take responsibility for their actions. It is also a good form of early intervention because it helps prevent offender from committing crimes. it also gives them the chance to turn their lives around and find employment. 
Offenders and nature scheme is also a good form of early intervention and prevent crimes from recommitted. The offenders and nature scheme works by involving offenders and allowing them to volunteer on nature conservation and woodland. The offenders are tasked with job such as creating and maintaining footpaths, opening up dense vegetation to create more diverse habitats, establishing ponds and building boardwalks. This scheme is offered to offenders serving community service and those serving a custodial sentence. However, not all offenders are allowed to participate in this scheme as a risk assessment is done to ensure that no unnecessary risk is taken by letting prisoners participate (Forest Research,2021). 
To conclude, there are many different natures that cause a person to commit a crime such as the environment around them and their mental health. Although, some of these factors cannot be change so easily, there are solutions out there can help prevent someone committing a crime (Wiseman,2021). There are also treatments, medications and support available for people who maybe suffering. Anyone can contact these support group not just the offender; a concerned family member can do it on their behalf. Crime ruins lives, it does not only ruin the offender’s life but the offender’s family and the victim. That is why early intervention is important because it can help curve someone from reoffending. Its also important to see that the government is also helping to make sure there is enough support out there for offenders. It’s important for offenders to see that they can participate in today’s society if they are willing to put in the work (CPS,2021). These services will only work if the offender is willing to change their own life because you cannot help somebody that does not wan to be helped. 
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