


Assignment 2 – Legal Process
Between  1st October 2006 to the 31st March 2008 in England and Wales a study was looked at where a large dataset of all charges in crown courts across both England and Wales. From the study 551,669 charges were made between this time frame. In this discussion the Jury trials in England and Wales and the decision on whether they should be abolished in detail. This essay will look at a jury closely identifying what a jury is and what makes up a jury. Following on from this a discussion will be made of which courts that the juries sit in, as well as looking at what problems there are occurring through the jury selection process. Questioning whether the jury is fair? However, following on with the discussion this piece of writing will look as those who are disqualified from the jury service itself. Have there ever been miscarriages of justice because of jury trials? From the research conducted the piece of writing will look closely at this question. The thesis provides a critical study of the efficiency within the Welsh and English jury system. It sets out a justification on whether the abolishment should go ahead.
The jury will make a decision that will allow the judges to come to a verdict on each count. Following from this the jury will base their decision on their views on the information that they receive from the judges that goes accordingly to the government laws. A jury is selected through the process of a random selection through the electoral register. If an individual is chosen for a jury summon, then the individual must give a response to the courts stating whether they will be attending or not. In order to decide the outcome of the crime trial, there will be 12 individual’s that will be called forward in order to take part. On average a Jury trial is known to last up to 10 days between Monday and Friday (Gov, 2022). According to the Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2022) a jury will be present in a Crown Court. A Crown Court would involve serious criminal offenses for example murder. A jury can also be present in a high Court procedure for example if an individual had received a false imprisonment (Trevelyan, 2022). 
Firstly, the jury process is questioned by many on whether it is a truly fair process. (Thomas, 2010) states that from her findings she suggests that having a racially balanced juries’ workforce are not needed to ensure that there is a fair decision-making process throughout with black and minority ethnic (BME) defendants. However, she states that there is still a concern on the appearance with fairness of the white juries. The study found that the proportion of the defendants in the BME group was proportionally higher that the number of individuals in that group in the local population at the Crown Court. From the studies shown only 12% of charges are decided by the juries.
(Dickson, 2009) states that juries are drawn from all different backgrounds. Therefore, it allows many different viewpoints with a wider analysis following a broader experience in the different area choices. However, there could be potentially a lack of knowledge and familiarity with the legal process which can mean they are less likely to pick up on information compared to a lawyer (Law, 2022).
According to (Kretzer, 2021) there are many advantages to having a jury system, firstly having a variety of juries allows the courts to have a wider comparison across many different personalities. Having juries present can be known to reduce the pressure on the individual facing a court case, whereas with a judge there are more full on. Whereas there are more cons to having juries present. Due to the lack of knowledge could cause confusion with juries as juries are not trained within the subject of law. However due to the random selection of juries certain individuals may know the individual that is facing the court case which can be a problem when it comes to emotions of individuals in the rooms. On the other hand having a deferring justice system means that the individual presenting as a jury will need to be available at some point in the next 12 months. Failing to be available for the date of summoning would mean that the individual will need to apply to be excused as a jury and will only be accepted on certain circumstances.
(Jenkins, 2021) states that according to figures the jury system in England and Wales is very much so approaching the stage of ‘collapsing’. He states than court rooms get no publicity like other sectors in the government for example schools. Due to the pandemic that has recently happened with covid in the last few years it has been reported that there is a backlog of around 457,000 criminal cases. More than half of the courthouses between both countries have been said to not be in use. Jenkins states that there is a large lack in efficiency in solicitors that are also present in the court rooms. Another source from the guardian explains that the courts in England have a backlog of over 5849 cases just within crimes which include violent crime and sexual assault. These trials have bene in waiting for over a year which is causing a real problem in the general public. This has been caused due to the lack of lawyers and lawyers resigning from their job roles. From the information gathered from Thomas.J (2022) he states that abolishing the jury system in both countries would not benefit any individuals or the backlog of cases that there are currently. Lawyers are known to not be happy with their salaries therefore this could lead to the courts lacking in professionals in the long run. Therefore, this would argue against abolishing the Juries present in the Crown Court (Thomas, 2022).
The UK parliament state that is order to be disqualified from being a jury for an individual who is lacking capacity (mental capacity act 2005). An individual who has a disability could be disqualified from the jury trials as the courts can’t guarantee that the individual is capable of attending the jury once a month. Another example of an individual who would be disqualified from a jury trial would be an individual who is on bail.
According to  (Adjebisis, 2022) the CCRC were introduced in order to be ‘watchdogs’ to avoid misscarriages pf the system. However, in these cases they did not have enough up to date evidence in order to meet the guildlines for the “ real possibility test”. However, CCRC is not separate to the criminal justice system meaning that it can not be truly critisded or manitored on a regular basis. The case above requires an effective body to ensure that the system avoids any wrong convictions that can me made for victims which leads to the miscarriages of the justice system.
From analysing all of the above information and research conducted on the abolishment of the juries. It can be concluded that the jury service is not the main factor of the current failing of the justice system in both countries. As previously stated by the authors in the Guardian the failure in the system has made many professionals leave their titles and job roles behind which has lead to a huge increase in the backlog in the system. Therefore, to many individuals this could be a major factor to influencing abolishing the system.
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