Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 










500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

[bookmark: _Hlk148881635]The Safeguarding of Children is the duty of the local authority to respond to any report of a child at risk of abuse, harm, or neglect. If there is evidence to suggest that a child is a recipient or likely to receive significant harm, then Section 47 inquiries of the Children Act 1989 will be initiated. The relevance of the Children Act 1989 is that of a significant impact on safeguarding children, the act outlines the roles and responsibilities of local authorities across the UK including the duties of inquiry, immediate protection from harm, and addressing relevant care and support needs. 
As the Children Act 1989 has been updated, it recognises that local authorities in Wales need to adhere to the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA), part 7 which focuses on safeguarding. A key concept in SWWBA is the importance of preventative services and addressing any emerging concerns. The act also puts emphasis on the importance of a child-centred approach, while also maintaining a co-productive approach with the child, family, and any caregivers. The Act has a strong emphasis on working collaboratively in a multi-disciplinary approach ensuring that it is the responsibility of all to protect a child from abuse, harm, or neglect. 
SSWBA as well as the Children Act 1989 underpin the Wales Safeguarding Procedures that are used by all local authorities as well as relevant services. It is the duty of any organisation to report any safeguarding concerns. Reports are to be sent for screening to the local authority's children safeguarding or the most relevant team depending on the local authority, it will be determined if the evidence is sufficient that a child is suffering or is likely to suffer from significant harm, following these Section 47 inquiries of the Children Act are to be initiated. Social Services once having received a report has 1 working day to respond and document the next actions. Actions may include involving the police immediately if there is an indication of criminal behaviour. Checks must be adhered to such as if there is information held in existing social services records, or other children in the family, or the carers. Other enquiries are to be made to other relevant agencies and it must identify if a child is on the child protection register. The decision once all information is gathered with depend on the situation. If the child has care and support needs then they should be assessed under SSWBA, section 21 duty to assess a child’s needs for care and support. If there is reasonable cause to suspect the child is suffering from harm or likely to suffer from harm, then a strategy meeting will be initiated in accordance with S47 of the Children Act 1989. If an emergency is required, then working alongside the police will see to the child and initiate either the Emergency Protection Order or the Police Powers of Protection. The Emergency Protection Order is an order from the court that allows the child to be removed from the home if they are in imminent danger, the parental responsibility lies with the local authority once established and last up to 8 days with the potential extension of 7 further days. Accommodation is to be provided to the child under s76 part 6 of SSWBA. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
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There are notable differences between the Safeguarding of Children and the Safeguarding of Adults. Within Adult Safeguarding there is an expectancy to gain consent from the individual and their views are considered greatly, and intervention can be concluded by an Adult should they refuse to disengage with services.
Adults have a right to make unwise decisions in accordance with the Mental Capacity Act 2005, therefore given the determination of the adult, they can choose to disengage with services. An adult has the right to no action in the prevention of issues that could cause themselves harm, however, there are circumstances that warrant the intervention of the law, such as a lack of capacity from the individual or if actions could lead to the harm of others.
Any child where there is suspicion of potential harm requires intervention from the local authority. Views of the child are considered but the local authority holds a responsibility for the child in their protection.
Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 should an adult be deemed to lack capacity; decisions need to be made in their best interest. This is done through a multidisciplinary approach, considering the person’s views, and discussing relevant factors such as their circumstances and past lifestyle choices. Ultimately, leading to a decision that would keep them safe. Capacity is not as relevant within child safeguarding as there is more responsibility from the local authority to protect a child and intervene to ensure the reduction and prevention of harm, however, there is the role of Gillick competency in children's services, this is a guideline by which a practitioner assesses if a child is mature enough to make decisions and understand the impact of those decisions. It could be argued that the Local Authority holds more power within Children Safeguarding given the extra responsibility. This can be demonstrated by the timescale, concerns with Safeguarding for adults require a response within seven working days, whilst child Safeguarding requires a response within one working day. 
The responsibility of Children Services can be outlined within the Children Act 1989. Section 47 provides a framework for protecting children from harm. The Local Authority has powers under safeguarding such as Section 47 to remove a child. However, they are not able to do this with an adult. The Local Authority could initiate an Adult Protection and Support Order (APSO) to speak to the adult at risk in private, however, they are unable to remove them unless there are concerns relating to their mental health and the criteria for detention under the Mental Health Act is met. 
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