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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

As my main area of work is with adults, I focus here on children’s safeguarding in Wales. Practice is grounded by the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA), which provides the overarching framework and defines a child at risk as a person under 18 who is experiencing, or is at risk of experiencing, “abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm”, and who has care and support needs. The Act creates duties to report concerns, make enquiries where appropriate, and cooperate across agencies to protect children (Welsh Parliament, 2014, Part 7; s.130).

The Children Act 1989 establishes the paramountcy principle, making a child’s welfare the court’s primary consideration, and requires Section 47 enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect significant harm. The Children Act 2004 strengthens multi‑agency responsibilities and in Wales these are delivered through Regional Safeguarding Boards, which coordinate local multi‑agency arrangements and align them with national guidance (Children Act 1989; Welsh Government, 2019). These Boards implement the Wales Safeguarding Procedures locally and coordinate thresholds, escalation and information‑sharing (Welsh Government, 2019).

Children’s rights also shape safeguarding in Wales. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) underpins emphasis on life, development and participation (Articles 6 and 12), and the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 strengthens protection by prohibiting physical punishment (UNICEF, 1989; Welsh Parliament, 2020).

Operationally, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide a single national procedural framework. They describe the pathway from referral and strategy discussion/meeting, through Section 47 enquiry, to an Initial Child Protection Conference within 15 working days, where decisions about registration are made and a care and support protection plan is agreed and reviewed. Welsh local authorities also maintain a live Child Protection Register alongside the plan to support oversight and information‑sharing (Welsh Government, 2019).

Gillick competence and the Fraser guidelines (NSPCC Learning, 2022) are used in practice where decision‑making capacity for specific issues (for example, treatment or sexual health) must be considered. In line with case law, Gillick provides a framework to assess whether a child under 16 has sufficient understanding and intelligence to make a particular decision, while Fraser applies specifically to contraception and sexual health; both must be applied alongside statutory safeguarding duties and information‑sharing where risk is identified (NSPCC Learning, 2022).

Language rights are integral to safe and effective safeguarding. Under the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 and More than just words 2022–27, practitioners must make a proactive Active Offer of Welsh language services, so families are not expected to ask. Recording language preferences, providing assessments and meetings in Welsh where appropriate, and supplying bilingual information improve understanding, reduce barriers to disclosure and support meaningful participation in safeguarding processes (Welsh Government, 2022).

Local and organisational procedures align to the national framework via the Regional Safeguarding Boards, which coordinate thresholds, escalation, information‑sharing and professional‑disagreement routes. These sit alongside local authority child‑protection procedures, Early Help pathways and domestic‑abuse responses, ensuring consistency from early intervention through to protection and review (Welsh Government, 2019).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding adults and children share the overarching aim of preventing harm, yet the ethical, legal, and practical approaches differ significantly. For adults, autonomy and self-determination are central principles under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA), meaning that even when risks are high, an adult with capacity can refuse intervention (Welsh Parliament, 2014). In contrast, child safeguarding prioritises the paramountcy principle from the Children Act 1989, placing welfare above all other considerations (Children Act 1989). This creates a fundamental tension: adult safeguarding often negotiates the balance between empowerment and protection, whereas child safeguarding assumes a protective stance from the outset.

Consent and capacity illustrate this divergence. Adults are presumed to have capacity unless assessed otherwise. For children, consent is nuanced; Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines (NSPCC Learning, 2022) determine decision‑making ability. However, parental responsibility and statutory duties often override a child’s wishes when safety is at risk.

For example, if a 12‑year‑old disclosed domestic abuse, I would follow the Wales Safeguarding Procedures to convene a strategy discussion and progress s47 enquiries (recording PR and language needs), whereas with an adult who has capacity I would begin with MCA‑aligned conversations, check for coercion/undue influence and agree proportionate support unless statutory grounds required intervention.

Thresholds for intervention also differ. Adult safeguarding under Part 7 of the SSWBA focuses on ‘adults at risk’ where abuse or neglect is suspected, often requiring evidence of coercion or inability to protect oneself. Child safeguarding thresholds are lower, reflecting developmental vulnerability; Section 47 enquiries can be triggered by significant harm indicators without proof of incapacity (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).

Advocacy is another key distinction: adults have statutory rights to independent advocacy under Part 10 of the SSWBA. Children’s advocacy in Wales is also underpinned by statutory and policy duties, but access routes differ (e.g., looked‑after children, child protection processes, participation duties), making pathways more context‑specific.

Cultural and linguistic considerations intersect differently. For adults, respecting language choice under the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 aligns with autonomy and dignity.  For children, the Active Offer supports understanding, reduces barriers to disclosure and strengthens participation, but safeguarding duties may require practitioners to override parental objections where safety is at risk (Welsh Government, 2022).

These contrasts underscore the need for practitioners to adapt their approach, applying legal frameworks and values proportionately to context while maintaining a rights-based perspective (Welsh Government, 2022).
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