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AIM(S)
· Informed by established and emerging theoretical positions, to critically examine a wide range of the literature of the Romantic and Victorian periods, with particular focus on the way(s) in which competing ideologies both help to construct and challenge the idea of a modern society.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:
· a detailed and critically informed knowledge and understanding of a wide range of the literature of the romantic and Victorian period(s);
· advanced and sustained understanding of the important political, literary and philosophical debates that dominated from the 1790s through to the late nineteenth century;
· a critically informed understanding of the ways in which Romantic and Victorian literature both construct and critique the notion of modernity;
· a theoretically informed knowledge of the connections and tensions between the ideas and kinds of literary production normally associated with these periods;
· a theoretically informed knowledge of the significance of the Romantic ideology in the formation of cultural values.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
Taking as its starting point recent critical work which posits the Romantic as
anticipatory of the Modern, this module will examine a wide range of literature form
the 1790s to the end of the nineteenth century. It will consider both the formation
of Romantic ideology and ways in which it can be traced through the nineteenth
century; focussing this enquiry in relation to the representation of significant cultural
pressures, especially those generated by the processes of revolutionary change in
social, economic and political organisation and the growth of scientific and
technological knowledge. An understanding of these representations will involve
a study of certain key oppositions: for example, those between urban and agrarian
patterns of life; radicalism and conservatism; scepticism and belief; utilitarianism
and idealism; freedom and authority. 

Some or all of the following will be considered:
· the impact of the French and Industrial Revolutions;
· the phenomenon of the industrial city and its impact upon economic and social relations;
· the impact of the natural sciences and of Higher Criticism on questions of authority and truth;
· the emergence of the ‘New Woman’ and shifting gender relations;
· the complex ideological debates that underpinned both reaction to Romanticism and the emergence of the nineteenth-century realist novel;
· Romantic Imperialism and ideas of Empire.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture.
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:
Activity type 			Hours 		Percentage
Scheduled learning 		20 		10%
Independent learning 	180 		90%
Placement learning		--		--
TOTAL 			200 		100%

ASSESSMENT
Activity type		 Percentage
Written exam		--
Coursework 		70%
Practical 		30%
TOTAL 		100%

Assessment Component 1 – 30%
10 minute oral presentation accompanied by written paper of 1500 words
Exemplar: the topic of the presentation is chosen by the student in consultation with
the module tutor but must be related to the content of the module. e.g. Romantic
Imperialism and ideas of Empire.

Assessment Component 2 – 70%
4000 word assignment
Exemplar: The topic of the assignment is chosen by the student in consultation with
the module tutor, but must be related to the content of the module. e.g. “’Romantic discourse so thoroughly penetrates the study of Literature because Literature emerged in its presently narrowed – but thus deep and disciplinary – forms during the ‘Romantic’ period and thus in that discourse.” (Clifford Siskin) Discuss.’
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