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Theoretical framework = 

All the paragraphs being constructed to develop a set of points that 
lead to a clear framework of thought. 
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CULTURE

Chambers Dictionary (2014) defines culture as cultivation, the 
result of cultivation, or the state of being cultivated. It also links 
culture with civilization. 



CULTURE
Culture is one of the two or three most complicated words in the 
English language. This is so partly because of its intricate 
historical development, in several European languages, but 
mainly because it has now come to be used for important 
concepts in several distinct intellectual disciplines and in several 
distinct and incompatible systems of thought.
The fw is cultura, L(atin), from colere, L. Colere had a range of 
meanings: inhabit, cultivate, protect, honor with worship. Some 
of these meanings eventually separated, though still with 
occasional overlapping, in the derived nouns. Thus 'inhabit 
developed through colonus, L to colony. 'Honor with worship 
developed through cultus, L to cult. Ex

ce
rp

ts
 fr

om
 R

ay
m

on
d 

W
ill

ia
m

s,
Ke
yw

or
ds

(R
ev

. E
d.

, N
ew

 Y
or

k:
 O

xf
or

d 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 P
re

ss
, 1

98
3,

 p
p.

 8
7-

93
)

De
fin

iti
on

s f
or

 "
Cu

ltu
re

"



Ha
ll,

 S
. (

20
13

). 
Th

e 
W

or
k 

of
 R

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n.
 L

on
do

n:
 S

ag
e 

Pu
bl

ish
in

g.

ht
tp
s:
//
uk
.s
ag
ep

ub
.c
om

/s
ite

s/
de
fa
ul
t/
fil
es
/u
pm

-b
in
ar
ie
s/
66

88
0_
Th
e_
W
or
k_
of
_R

ep
re
se
nt
at
io
n.
pd

f



Chambers Dictionary (2014) defines culture as cultivation, the result of cultivation, or 
the state of being cultivated. It also links culture with civilization. The cultural theorist 
Raymond Williams similarly draws links between the civilizing nature of culture and the 
active process of tending and cultivating (1983, p. 87). According to Williams (1983, p. 
87-93), culture is a highly nuanced and complicated word to use due to its historical
development across European languages, its application to particular intellectual 
concepts and “in several distinct and incompatible systems of thought” (1983, p.87). 
Williams links culture through its linguistic French roots to couture, the art of 
dressmaking or dress designing (Chambers, 2014). The underlying metaphor identified 
by Williams is that culture exists in the mind and is cultivated there as a social process 
for the good of society or the wider community. CU
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culture (2013).  

CU
LT
U
RE



ht
tp

:/
/w

w
w

.u
ne

sc
o.

or
g/

ne
w

/e
n/

ca
iro

/c
ul

tu
re

/t
an

gi
bl

e-
cu

ltu
ra

l-h
er

ita
ge

/



Chambers Dictionary (2014) defines culture as cultivation, the result of cultivation, or 
the state of being cultivated. It also links culture with civilization. The cultural theorist 
Raymond Williams similarly draws links between the civilizing nature of culture and the 
active process of tending and cultivating (1983, p. 87). According to Williams (1983, p. 
87-93), culture is a highly nuanced and complicated word to use due to its historical
development across European languages, its application to particular intellectual 
concepts and “in several distinct and incompatible systems of thought” (1983, p.87). 
Williams links culture through its linguistic French roots to couture, the art of 
dressmaking or dress designing (Chambers, 2014). The underlying metaphor identified 
by Williams is that culture exists in the mind and is cultivated there as a social process 
for the good of society or the wider community. Further, Stuart Hall (1976) identifies 
interweaving rankings and hierarchies in culture which he connects to meaning and 
language as core components of culture (2013). This suggests a widely 
accepted view of culture as an intangible construct (UNESCO, 
2017), a state of being, a process, but I am interested in the 
tangible aspects of culture: its objects. 
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Culture is a highly nuanced and complicated word to use, which according to the 
cultural theorist Raymond Williams is due to its historical development across 
European languages, its application to particular intellectual concepts and “in several 
distinct and incompatible systems of thought” (1983, p.87). Chambers Dictionary 
(2014) defines culture as cultivation, the result of cultivation, or the state of being 
cultivated. It also links culture with civilization. Williams similarly draws links between 
the civilizing nature of culture and the active process of tending and cultivating (1983, 
p. 87). Williams (1983, p. 87) also links culture, through its linguistic French roots, to
couture, the art of dressmaking or dress designing (Chambers, 2014). The underlying 
metaphor identified by Williams is that culture exists in the mind and is cultivated 
there as a social process for the good of society or the wider community (1983, p. 87-
93). Further, Stuart Hall (1976) identifies interweaving rankings and hierarchies in 
culture which he connects to meaning and language as core components of culture 
(2013). This suggests a widely accepted view of culture as an intangible construct 
(UNESCO, 2017), a state of being, a process, but this essay will focus on the tangible 
aspects of culture: its objects. 
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Your discussion 
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Your discussion 
making a point

Introduce the ideaFrom the 
general 

to 
the specific 



Weaving a set of relationships only you 
could find is your theoretical framework.



Go out and weave!



4am in the morning 
The 4am mystery

https://www.ted.com/talks/rives_a_museum_of_4_o_clock_in_the_morning?language=en

https://www.ted.com/talks/rives_a_museum_of_4_o_clock_in_the_morning?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/rives_on_4_a_m


How to create a TED talk through feedback 
research (6 mins) 

(https://www.ted.com/talks/lies_damned_lies_
and_statistics_about_tedtalks)

https://www.ted.com/talks/lies_damned_lies_and_statistics_about_tedtalks



