Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning (3000)
Introduction and Learning environments 
During this assignment I aim to talk through the benefits of practical outdoor learning experiences and how they support the learning from a primary perspective. In particular looking at educational visits, through planning a trip with a foundation phase class to a woodland setting. I will be discussing the outdoors and its effects on learning. Also, how to enable a learning environment both indoors and outdoors to maximise children’s learning potential.
Teaching approaches need to be adapted to suit the needs of the learners in front of them. This is the same for a learning environment. The learning environment needs to be catered for the stage that child’s learning is at to make it most influential. (WAG, 2008, p.13) would agree with this point saying, “Practitioners working with children will need to be aware of progression and stages of development so that they can plan appropriate experiences and activities”. Donaldson (2015, p.63), would also agree that a learning environment needs to be catered for individuals to maximise the learning process, “It combines theoretical and practical knowledge and skills with fine judgement about what is required to promote effective learning in particular contexts”.
When talking about learning environments as practitioners not many of us think of the outdoors as an effective learning environment. But practitioners need to realise effective teaching can be carried out both indoors and outdoors. (Robertson, 2014, p.194) would back this up in saying “Research points to the benefits of spending time outside and the subsequent positive impact on children’s well-being and ability to learn”. The positive impact on learning outdoors in relation to health and well-being points in the way of the new Donaldson curriculum, with health and well-being being an area of learning. The draft curriculum of the Health and Well-being area of learning outlines the importance of outdoor learning in saying “Examples of outcomes include improved independence, confidence, self-esteem, self-efficacy, personal effectiveness and coping strategies” (Welsh Government, 2019, p.17). So, looking forward to 2022 when the new curriculum will be implemented into all schools in Wales, there is a drive for outdoor learning. It provides our children with essentials skills to be able to cope in the world and be independent learners linking to the four purposes. 
 A learning environment needs to be enabling, including key features like, it needs to be inclusive. We must make it accessible to all learners, this is because in relation to the rights of the child, it says “Right to learn and go to school” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019), so it must be accessible to all. It needs to allow a range of opportunities: grouped, paired and individual work. This is allowing for a child to develop their social, independence and interdependence skills. 
It is important we consider pupil voice, as they need to be engaged in the learning environment they decide on. Allowing choice is needed for children to take responsibility in their learning through their decision-making skills. In order to put this into practice before the trip a mind map discussion as a class would be carried out to decide on activities for the visit. This also uses their teamwork skills, as they need to decide on ideas as a class. 
When thinking about learning environments we must think about the indoors and outdoors. A charity helping teachers with outdoor learning is ‘Learning Through Landscapes’, they “help children and young people to connect with nature, become more active, learn outdoors and have fun” (Learning Through Landscapes, 2019). Having charities such as Learning Through Landscapes to support schools in implementing an effective outdoor learning environment is essential. 
The use of both outdoor and indoor learning environments can link to schemas, this is a repeated pattern of action where children learn from their first experience. “If early schemas are applied in different contexts and through diverse events, the child would have assimilated a broad range of contents” (Smidt, 2013, p.25), by applying the skill to a range of contexts it also allows for a better learning experience to be had, proving what can be learnt indoors and can be learnt outdoors. By having the practical situations outdoors children are more likely to relate it to real life situations making it more useful in going forward. 
In looking at different learning environments and theories, a theory that is very outdoor and environment led is Montessori. Part of her theory says, “Respond to educational opportunities in an environment which is prepared to meet their special sensitivities for learning” (Pound, 2005, p.30). As I know that the Montessori movement supports learning outdoors it explains that different environments can meet different needs. An outdoor environment will cater for skills that are not able to be developed in class. The adoption of looking at learning outdoors in this light would beneficial providing children with ample opportunities to gain skills they may not have been able to indoors. 
Aims of educational visits 
A main aim of an educational visit is to promote learning. However, by undertaking this learning in a different environment it makes it much more exciting. Learning in just the classroom can become very monotonous and can result in a lack of secure knowledge. 
For children with additional learning needs (ALN), they can be “Trapped in a vicious cycle of poor school performance, leading to poor self-image, leading to poor behaviour” (Palmer, 2006, p.61) but (Palmer, 2006, p.61) goes on to say they “need access to other environments and experiences, away from constant adult censure” (Palmer, 2006, p.61). So educational visits support the learning of all learners, providing equal opportunities. The importance of providing equal opportunities is vital, as a child may never have been to a woodland setting before and been allowed to explore at home, providing the child the opportunity gives a sense of achievement and enriches their own experiences of the world around them. 
Another aim of an educational visit is to consolidate and run alongside the classroom learning through first-hand experiences which make it more memorable. But to provide opportunities to gain and “developing the skills of co-operation, communication and teamwork. They can boost self-confidence and can open the door to a lifetime’s enjoyment of the outdoors” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2010). These skills are sometimes not accessible in the class, so by taking them to a different setting it allows for the skills to be taught. However, even if the skill is familiar it is important to exercise the skills in different contexts, in order to be confident. For example (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009) say the outdoor environment is to “promote discovery and independence”. Discovery and independence can be carried out indoors, but the practicalities make it better to learn outdoors. 
Documents and policies 
Before an educational trip can happen, documents and policies need to be overseen and completed. The teacher must read the schools educational visit policy, see appendix 1.  The teacher must confirm the plans of the day with the headteacher before the day can go ahead. 
The school must have communicated with the centre they are visiting, this could be through email or via telephone. Applications need to be filled out if necessary. For the trip I have planned, there is a small booking form, to confirm our arrival and numbers for the day, see appendix 2.
 A letter must be written to parents/guardians informing them of the trip, the letter must include where the children are going, the cost of the trip, and any other important information. Along with the letter a permission slip will be attached. This is to gather emergency contact numbers and any medical details. An example of a letter to parents and permission slip can be seen in appendix 3. 
Risk assessments are very important when going on an educational visit. It is vital that a teacher has filled in a risk assessment form. This is for them to be aware of any risks to the children and accompanying adults, and to ensure procedures are put in place to avoid serious harm.  A copy of my risk assessment for Garwnant can be seen in appendix 4. 
The teacher must organise transport for the visit. The bus needs to be arranged for the correct date and time and ensure that the costing is looked at to find the best price. Firstly, they must enquire about a booking from the bus company and then get a quote of the price. For the trip I have planned I have worked out the costing and how much it would cost each child, see appendix 5. 
Choice of location and theme
I have chosen to plan my educational visit to Garwnant Visitor Centre. Garwnant offers a large woodland area to explore, where interesting outdoor learning can take place. Learning can take place in a cross curricular manner, “meaningful encounters generate deep involvement. Shared experiences can easily be transformed to a ‘wow’ experience in unusual locations” (Barnes, 2015, p.97).  By combining two elements together, linking the classroom learning with outdoors the learning is more vivid and allows for it be much more enjoyable, this is the environment Garwnant can provide us with. 
I chose the site as it is easily accessible and inclusive for all, with accessible facilities. The accessibility features include a pathway that can be used by wheelchairs. It is also a calming environment for those with ALN like autism.  It has toilet facilities which are needed for a group of young children. Garwnant has a lot to offer, the children will be able to find minibeasts, look at different plants and their types. There are walking trails, which are catered for different learning activities. Another feature to the park is there are plenty of picnic benches to eat lunch but, also indoor facilities available if the weather isn’t permitting. 
Another main reason for choosing Garwnant was its links with the current topic of the class which is, ‘Wild Woods’. Having previously visited Garwnant myself I knew the facilities they had to offer would suit the current topic. Providing worthwhile learning experiences for the children. 
Photos below show the landscape, fitting to the termly theme. Allowing them to explore the beautiful woodlands, an experience which cannot be had every day. 







Class Context 
I will be taking a year 2 class on this visit; the age range will be six and seven. There are twenty-eight children in the class. One child is wheelchair user. There are also two children with ALN, who are autistic. The centre is a 40-minute bus journey from the school. With there being children with additional needs in the class, it was important to choose the right setting. This is to include everyone. This is something Ken Robinson speaks strongly about, many children with extra needs feel they have an “end to ambition”, children shouldn’t feel like this. “all children have deep personal talents” and “education is a collaborative enterprise” (Robinson, How Education has changed my life). Therefore, it is important to include every single child on an educational visit, as it can be inspiring and life changing to them and their future learning. 
Statutory protocols 
For the visit as the teacher I need to work out the adult to children ratio. It is suggested “1 adult for every 6 pupils in school years 1 to 3” (National Union of Teacher, 2008), so for my class there would need to be 1, 1:1 for the child who is in a wheel chair and then, 5 other members of staff for the other 27 children, and myself. So, in total there will be 7 members of staff attending the visit. 
Before the trip can take place, statutory protocols need to be abided by. They need to be abided by to ensure the health and well-being of all students attending the trip. These include, having a log of all permission slips for all children attending the trip, including the payments to ensure transperency. If permission slips are missing for a child then, parents/guardians need to be contacted to have oral permission, if there is still no consent then the child will not be able to attend the trip and will need to moved to a different class for the day. 
A reminder the evening before the visit, via text or parent mail should be sent out, including everything the child will need for the day. The teacher will also need to speak to the kitchen staff, to order packed lunches for those with free school meals. 
Checks are to be made the morning of the trip to ensure the children have everything they need. The collection of the free school meal lunches will need be picked up. 
It is important the teacher creates a pack for the day, in this pack there would be a register, consent forms and emergency numbers of all pupils on the trip. The timetable and groupings of the day are important too.  The teacher must also take any medication the students may take and asthma pumps. Along with a first aid kit. 
Skills Development
Along with the generic everyday skills we can learn in a classroom setting, an educational visit provides the children the chance to learn skills they cannot learn anywhere else. Like searching for minibeasts in their natural habitats, excercising their knowledge of the world. This is something that cannot be replicated to this level in a classroom environment. Making it important we provide the children with these extraordinary experiences. 
One skill that is often forgotten about in todays society is social skills.  (Palmer, 2006, p.61) says ““many children’s playmates now are screen-based virtual friends, from whom they don’t learn social skills”, by taking children outdoors it encourages them to exercise their social skills. It is important as teachers we are providing this opportunity as; they may not get the chance at home. (Palmer, 2006, p.47) goes onto say “The glorious thing about play is that it’s fun: the young of every species are designed by nature to learn fundamental physical, social and emotional lessons through sheer enjoyment”. This is supporting the idea of play and experiential learning through the outdoors, and the skills we gain from these insights are rare. 
Prior to the visit 
Before attending an educational visit with a class, it is important to familiarise them with some aspects they may encounter. This is to ensure it isn’t a shock during the visit. 
A small learning environment in the classroom setting, which is familiar to them slowly introducing new items that they may encounter on the visit can be calming.  For example, images could be placed first to ease the transition. Then introducing real life items, for example pinecones. This is to allow them to feel the texture, and get to know items they will find during their visit. I would also introduce the children to some minibeasts before hand, as for some children this can be daunting, the thought of handling real life animals, or even being around them can make them anxious. I feel it is important that the children are comfortable in this area to ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience during the visit. 
By introducing an unfamiliar items in a familiar setting, it is much more calming. The children feel safe to explore and experiment. The experience they have before hand can help to enhance their experience during their visit. They will be more inquisitive in their learning wanting to find out much more than they already know. 
I have created a class room plan enhancing an area of the classroom which is similar to the setting of the woodland. The children will also have experienes of going out to the school’s grounds and looking for minibeasts, familiarising themselves with the outdoor areas, through their own initiated learning. The class room plan can be seen in appendix 6. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To ensure a smooth running visit, a timetable of the day has been devised. Along with the groupings of children with the staff members. The staff members have been grouped with children that they are familiar with, see appendix 7.
Another necessity before the trip is to remind the students of the environment that we are going into, discussing any dangers. Creating some rules for the day. But most importantly reminding them that we are around wildlife and we must protect our wildlife.  As (Robertson, 2014, p.9) says  “We need to consider the environmental impact of any outdoor lesson”. This is important to instil this from a young age, relating to aspects of ESDGC, for them to carry it on in the future
During the visit 
Whilst on the visit there will be a rotation of acitivities for the children to engage in, as groups, pairs and individuals. The first activity is a nature trail finding minibeasts in the woodland using their mathematical skills, the worksheet can be seen in appendix 9. This acitivity links in with the constructivist approach. Piaget says this is where children are buliding on their prior knowledge. The children will undertake this task in pairs and will have the skills to carry it out indepednently using their prior knowledge. 
Activity two is the making a den for a minibeast as part of a team. This is looking at the humaistic theory, where the child will reach self- actulisation. But it also links in with Steiner, where he talks about imaginitive play, and following the childs interest. This activity adopts the approach of  cooperative learning (CL). “CL programmes emphasise team goals and team success that can only be achieved if all members of the team learn the obejctives … each one needs to do their part in order for the whole group to have success” (Casey et al, 2009). The skills the children learn from CL take them through life, being able to work effectively with others is essential in todays society. 
The third and final activity is creating a mask using natural materials, fitting to a colour scheme. This is looking at the social constructivist theory, where the environment the children are in will impact design. It is a form of scaffolding. Where the environment around them is supporting their learning. 
All the planned acitivites can be seen in appendix 8 in further detail, including the curriculum coverage.
Post visit
On returning from the visit, I have planned short acitivites for the children to participate in. These are a RAG rating of the day, and the creation of a short video in groups using the ipads explaining what they have learnt from the day, this can be seen in appendix 8 of the plenary.  This allows for them to express their feelings towards the day, it links with the humanist theory where self-actulisation has happened , the students will have understood their own learning. It is also monitoring and assesing, because as the teacher I can see what the children have learnt from the day and measure the impact of learning. 
Conclusion 
Overall, when planning an educational visit it is important to consider the children and their learning. The visit needs to relate to their theme, along with the activities they are carying out. This is to consolidate and make real life situations of their learning, allowing it to be a more memorable experience and provide the benefits of outdoor learning.  (Robertson, 2014, p.191) would agree “I also believe that understanding is developed through the practical experience of learning outside and reflecting on those experiences with children, colleagues and other people”. The opportunities available from a visit enrich the child’s learning, as it is not accessible every day to them. By providing these opportunities, we are providing long lasting learning, and we can enhance the experience a child has in its learning.
Enriching a child’s learning through experiences and the use of a range of environments including the outdoors, is fitting in with our new Donaldson curriculum, preparing to introduce the four purposes. 
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