


There are many global definitions of terrorism today, this paper will seek to analyse the meanings of the word ‘terrorism’ through the lens of the terrorist group responsible for perhaps the most significant terrorist attack of modern times.
The Terrorism act 2000 states that, the meaning of Terrorism is the use of threat of action which involves serious violence against a person, or serious damage to a property. Or endangers the life of a person, other than that of a person committing the action (HM Government, 2000).
 However, the definition in Europe is, “Terrorism is the international and systematic use of action designed to provoke terror in the public as a means to certain ends. Terrorism can be an act of an individual or a group” (Peers, 2003). 

Osama Bin Laden was influenced by his university professor, ‘Abdullah Azzam’ who was a key to his future role. Azzam conveyed to Bin Laden the importance of bringing Muslims from around the world to defend in Afghanistan against the Soviet Union. It would appear that Bin Laden assisted Assam, who founded the international recruitment network Markab Al- Khidamat, due to this it brough Muslims from all around the world, where 5,000 were recruited from Saudi Arabia, 3,000 from Algeria and 2,000 from Egypt. Which potentially they all became loyal followers of Bin Laden, who trained all of these militants to fight and he funded the terrorist attacks (Jerrold, 2002). The beliefs behind Bin Laden attack are, political reasons for the basis and justification for the attack on the World Trade centre, the US supports Israel and their beliefs which makes the US their number one enemy. Due to the US supporting Israel it automatically makes all the civilians against them as they elected and pay for the government. The importance of the Muslims cultural is why it influenced Bin Laden to make a terrorist group to attack America (Azzam, 2003). In addition, Bin Laden became a leader for the Islamic and Muslim groups, he has religious beliefs which motivated him for his criminal attacks which led all his followers into a war (Abdulla, 2007).
The terrorist group Al Qaeda was responsible for the terrorist attack on the twin towers in the United States, which resulted in the death if in the region of 3000 people. This Terrorist group was created by Osama Bin Laden in the late 1980s. Members where requited throughout the Islamic world, essentially where the Al Qaeda merged with a number of other militant Islamist organisations, including Egypt’s Islamic Jihad and the Islamic group, on several occasions its leader declared holy war against the United States (Britannica, 2019). Furthermore, Bin Laden left Afghanistan to set up operations in Sudan, with the US in his sight as enemy No. 1. Al Qaeda took credit for the attack on two black hawk helicopters during the battle of Mogadishu in Somalia in 1993, as well as the world trade centre bombing in New York in 1993, which also lead to Al Qaeda causing a car bombing in 1995 that destroyed a US leased military building in Saudi Arabia. This went to further on in 1998 where the group claimed responsibility for the attack on US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania and in 2000, for the suicide bombing against the USS col in Yemen, in which resulting in 17 American sailors were killed and 39 injured (History. Com, 2018).

Al Qaeda is one of the most well-known terrorism group in history, they have been known for many terrorist attacks in Islamic states, however the best-known attack they have caried out is the attack on the United States. Al Qaeda have caused many attacks against the United States but one of the significant and most memorable one is the 9/11 attack. On September the 11th 2001, 4 hijacked planes initiated emotional and destructive havoc on the United States. Al Qaeda inflicted more direct damage on the US than the Soviet Union had done throughout the cold war, a tragedy seen by more people than any other event in history (Bergen, 2006). The horrific and devastating nature of the attack on the twin towers in 2001 altered the worlds perspective of Al Qaeda. Essentially, Al Qaeda was considered a small band progressive terrorist with a capability limited to attacking Western targets in the middle east and in Africa, it clearly shows that now it is something very different. Therefore, the group threats have changed drastically and the perception of Al Qaeda capabilities, strength, and ability to protect force was boosted to an entirely new level affecting many more countries they have ever affected before (Silber, 2012). 
The extent of such act which left the world stunned and shocked was, the hijack of 4 American aircraft which were traveling at hundreds of miles per hour carrying some of 10,000 gallons of jet fuel, this resulting in them ploughing into the North Tower of the World Trade Centre. A few moments later a second airline hit the South Towers causing the second bomb exploding into their buildings. The Twin towers had up to 50,000 people working each day and in less than 90 minutes later it has collapsed. Another striking the Pentagon where another airline slammed into the building, finally a fourth airline crashed into the Southern Pennsylvania, destroying yet another building from the US. The aftermath of theses attack left more than 2,600 people dead at the World Trade Centre, 125 died at the Pentagon, 256 died on the four planes. Overall, more than 3,000 innocent civilians lost their lives due to this attack.  As a result of this attack, it led to the war of terror, this led to the Americans targeting the Al Qaeda terrorist group who were responsible for the attack (Engel, Loanes, 2020). 
Al Qaeda did not have the capacity to destroy the United States in an orderly way, so they set their sights on symbolic targets instead. Which lead to them choosing the Twin Towers as the centrepieces of the World Trade Centre, which symbolized globalization and Americans economic power and success. Al Qaeda hoped that, by attacking these monumental buildings it would cause havoc on American power, this will cause them to fight back and engage in a war with Afghanistan. Essentially, from Al Qaeda starting a war with the Americans it could promote widespread fear throughout the country and severely weaken the US, standing in the world community, ultimately supporting their political and religious goals in the Middle East and Muslim World (9/11 memorial & Museum, 2021). 
Furthermore, the effect from these attacks had a lot of impact on the US, September 11th was the most memorable day in history as it destroyed symbolic buildings and left a big impact on society. However, there was not just the one day it affected, fires burned for 99 days after the attack, having a huge impact on the public services. It was brought to the US attention that there was potentially a warning before the attack took place, where the Central intelligence agency warned the president that Bin Ladin was preparing the hijack of the US air crafts and other attacks in 1998 which it was not taken seriously, if it were taken seriously the attack could have been prevented and they could have stopped Bin Laden and all of his acts of terrorism. One of the largest impacts that it left on the US is three main Skyscrapers fell in United States, these were the famous Twin towers which resulted in their biggest tourist attraction being completely destroyed (DNA Web team, 2020).

The role that Osama Bin Laden played in the 9/11 attack left the US wanting revenge. The CIA has been interesting in him since 1991, after he moved from Afghanistan to the Sudan. Bin Laden grew increasingly convinced of the danger Al Qaeda posed for the United States. Which led them to Pakistan where Bin Laden was hiding out, he was later found, and killed in May 2011. After Bin Laden death a new leader emerge and took over the Al Qaeda group, Ayman al- Zawahiri (Bowden, 2012). 
Following the attacks on New York and Washington D.C, new laws were introduced to prevent this horrific act from happening again. These measures which took place after the incident happened, they introduced a new legislation in 2004, The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004. This was due to the intelligence who would coordinate the work of 15 federal intelligence agencies which established a national counter Terrorism centre to analyse the intelligence information, connecting the dots, so the government could take effective action to detect, prevent and disrupt terrorist activity (Homeland Security, 2018). Therefore, despite the passage of the Intelligence Reform Act, the 9/11 commissions investigation and report remain central to the project of reorganizing or reforming the nation’s intelligence system. The report was not only laid out the factual and analytical foundations of the act, but it also proposed many of the structural elements that congress legislated. Furthermore, it was the natural starting point for evaluating the reform act and examining the broader issues involved in proposals to reform the intelligence system (Posner, 2005). The results from having this legislation are it has prevented the amount of terrorist attacks happening and helped improved the tourism as people will know there is laws in place to stop these attacks from happening again. Similarly, the act Is in place to prevent the individuals who may pose as an overwhelming risk from entering the US undetected (US Government, 2005).
 


It could be argued that not everyone agrees that AL Qaeda’s attack on the Twin Towers was an act of Terrorism. As the definition from the Terrorist act 2000, it states that if it involves a serious amount of violence to a person, against someone’s property and can eventually lead to the endangering of a person’s life, that is a form of terrorism according to this act (Legislation, gov.uk, 2000). For instance, the nature of the attack on 9/11 indicates that it was a terrorist attack that day which destroyed many buildings and lost many innocent civilian’s lives. This is due to the violent attack on the buildings which states that if a property is damaged or destroyed it is an act of terrorism, therefore the attack of 9/11 destroyed numerous amounts of building, which did endanger people lives. The particular reason for this circumstance, is it is clear that the attack on the twin towers in 2001 caused by Al Qaeda was a terrorist attack as it was, a dramatic and devastating attack, resulting in major loss of life, destruction of property and economic damage across the globe. 9/11 represents the single greatest loss of lives in a terrorist’s attack, which will be one of the most heard about terrorist attack in history (Security service M15, 2003). 
However, according to the Terrorism act from the UK, it states that Terrorism is the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public. It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological cause. Therefore, the UK definition would suggest that the attack on the Twin Towers was a terrorist attack as it has religious and political meaning against the US, as they did not like their ways and views in which the way the government works. Nevertheless, it could be argued that it was not a religious reason and that they used force against buildings rather than just individuals. So, some people might say that it was not a terrorist attack on the Twin Towers. This may be because the definitions states that the use of force is used not just for religious reasons (CPS, 2017). Furthermore, the Human Rights, Terrorism, and counter- terrorism, suggests that terrorism is when there is direct impact on human rights, with devastating consequences for the enjoyment of life, and if there are threats against their lives. This act can argue that the 9/11 attack was not an act of terrorism as its main focus was on major buildings. Essentially, even though it was an attack on the buildings it still cost a lot of people’s lives and impacted society, so therefore it would be stated as a terrorist attack (Office of the united nations high commissioners for human rights, 2008).

This paper has examined the consequences of the 9/11 attacks on the Twin towers, The Pentagon and the attempted terrorist attack which resulted in the plane crashing into the Pennsylvania. The paper has examined that there is not just one definition for terrorism. It has showed that in different countries there are different definitions which could alter the way some individuals see terrorist attacks. Osama Bin laden was influenced to making his future choices due to his university professor, leading him to have very strong religious beliefs. He requited and trained his loyal followers for the war against America (Jerrold, 2002). On September the 11th 2001, was one of the largest events to happen in history, costing more than 3,000 innocent civilians to lose their lives (Peers, 2003). Bin Laden did not like the US government, which led him to ordering an attack on the US most symbolic buildings. After the attack on the US, it left their government wanting revenge. As a result of this the CIA tracked down Bin Laden which led to his death in 2011 (Bowden, 2012). It appears that there were major problems with terrorist attack in the US, after the 9/11 incident and the damage it caused, there were new legislation put in place to prevent this from happening again. In 2004 The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism prevention act was brought in to help prevent and control the situations of terrorism and terrorist attacks. Essentially, these measures are in place to stop unwanted and dangerous people from entering the country and causing harm to the citizens. It allows the intelligence agents to investigate unusual activity and connect the dots, which then allows the terrorism team and CIA to go and arrest and stop theses attack before they happen (Homeland Security, 2018). There is a breakdown in the different definitions of terrorism, for example most of the definitions mention violence and intended harm caused to citizens and buildings. Depending on which definition you see, depends on if the act is form of terrorism or not. Majority of the acts states that terrorism can be an act of violence and endangering someone’s life ((CPS, 2017). This paper has highlighted some of history behind the Al Qaeda terrorist group and the horrific attack they committed. It would appear that from the examination of this paper it shows that the attack on the United States was a terrorist attack done by the AL Qaeda group.
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