Understanding and supporting literary difficulties and  dyslexia/SpLD`
Module leader: Darren O’Connor

	Sessions

	Lecture/seminars/tasks
	Additional online engagement activities/key readings 

	Introduction to the module.  Session one: Dyslexia awareness and definitions 
	Module overview and assignments

What is dyslexia? Key definitions and overview of research.

Recent developments in the definition and identification of dyslexia.

Practical: introduction to assessment methods  - Phonemic awareness screener.
	
Mical (2020) | OFFICIAL FILM | Dyslexia Film
Reading
1. Dyslexia: Why precise definitions are important and how we have achieved them Fletcher, J.M & Reid, G. https://www.proquest.com/scholarly-journals/dyslexia-why-precise-definitions-are-important/docview/200275411/se-2?accountid=130472
Dyslexia: Why Precise Definitions Are Important and How We Have Achieved Them - ProQuest
2. Chapter 2: Explaining Dyslexia Reid,G. (2016). Dyslexia: A Practitioner’s Handbook (5th ed.). Wiley. ProQuest Ebook Central - Book Details

3. Toward a consensus on dyslexia: findings from a Delphi study. Carroll et al (2025) Toward a consensus on dyslexia: findings from a Delphi study - Carroll - 2025 - Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry - Wiley Online Library

4. Dyslexia: What Teachers Need to Know. William, J.A & Lynch, S.A (2010) Dyslexia: What Teachers Need to Know - ProQuest

5. Defining Dyslexia. Tunmer, M & Greaney, K (2010) Defining Dyslexia - William Tunmer, Keith Greaney, 2010

6. Definition of dyslexia, British Dyslexia Association. What is dyslexia? - British Dyslexia Association

	Session Two
	Reading: Processes & Practice

Reading skills, models of reading & phonics

Practical: Running Reading Record or Miscue analysis.  Word Reading.
	Teacher Support | Dyslexia - Make a difference | Reading | BBC Teach
Reading
1.   Phonological Skills and Learning to Read. Melvey-Lervag,M & Hulme, C.(2012) Phonological skills and their role in learning to read: A meta-analytic review. - EBSCO


2.  Reading and spelling processes in Welsh–English bilinguals: differential effects of concurrent vocalisation tasks. Mayer,P, Crowley, K & Kaminska,Z Reading and spelling processes in Welsh–English bilinguals: differential effects of concurrent vocalisation tasks | Reading and Writing | Springer Nature Link

3. Chapter 8: Reading Models and Methods . Reid (2016) ProQuest Ebook Central - Book Details

4.  Revisiting the simple view of reading. Kendeou,P, Savage, R & ven der Broek, P. Revisiting the simple view of reading - Kendeou - 2009 - British Journal of Educational Psychology - Wiley Online Library

5. Hatcher, P.J; Hulme, C; Snowling, S (2004)Explicit phoneme training combined with phonic reading instruction helps young children at risk of reading failure Explicit phoneme training combined with phonic reading instruction helps young children at risk of reading failure - Hatcher - 2004 - Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry - Wiley Online Library

6. Thomas, M., Packer, R. & Young, K. (2026). GoFaL: Golwg Fanwl ar Lythrennedd. https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/9eb24802-1dcb-4d42-ae79-6ee8d6b4f51a/overview

	Session three
	Spelling & Practical Approaches

Practical teaching approaches

Multisensory Teaching

Orthography, common spelling errors, practical teaching approaches.

Practical: Phonemic awareness screener


	
Multisensory learning for dyslexia

Reading
1. Chapter 9: The Acquisition of Literacy – spelling.  Reid (2016). ProQuest Ebook Central - Book Details

2. Effectiveness of spelling interventions for learners with dyslexia: A meta-analysis and systematic review. Galuschka et al (2020) Full article: Effectiveness of spelling interventions for learners with dyslexia: A meta-analysis and systematic review

3. An evaluation of the dyslexia training program: A multisensory method .Oakland et al (1998) An evaluation of the dyslexia training program: A multisensory method for promoting reading in students with reading disabilities - ProQuest

4. The impact of multisensory instruction on learning letter names and sounds, word reading, and spelling. Schlesinger, N.W & Gray,S    (2017) The impact of multisensory instruction on learning letter names and sounds, word reading, and spelling | Annals of Dyslexia | Springer Nature Link

5. Explicit phoneme training combined with phonic reading instruction helps young children at risk of reading failure  Hulme, C; Snowling, M 7 Hatcher, P (2004) Explicit phoneme training combined with phonic reading instruction helps young children at risk of reading failure - Hatcher - 2004 - Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry - Wiley Online Library





	Session four
	The Social and emotional consequences of dyslexia.

Creating dyslexia friendly environments

Understanding the short and longer term impacts of dyslexia, and impact upon mental health, wellbeing and life chances.  Practical measures to support success for dyslexic learners.


Practical: Assignment revisited.
	Dyslexia and mental health (DyslexiFest 2022)

Understanding Dyslexia with Marcia Brissett-Bailey | Nip in the Bud

The True Gifts of a Dyslexic Mind | Dean Bragonier | TEDxMarthasVineyard

Reading
1. Teacher and pupil ratings of self-esteem in developmental dyslexia. Humphrey, N (2002) Teacher and pupil ratings of self‐esteem in developmental dyslexia - Humphrey - 2002 - British Journal of Special Education - Wiley Online Library

2. SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES. Bender, W.N 7 Wall, M.E Social-Emotional Development of Students with Learning Disabilities | JSTOR

3. Growing Up with Dyslexia. Ingesson, S.G.  (2007) Growing Up with Dyslexia - S. Gunnel Ingesson, 2007

4. Thomson, M. Using ICT to Support Dyslexia in the Secondary School. Dyslexia Scotland  Microsoft Word - 1 6 Using ICT to support dyslexia - edited and checked


5. The human cost of dyslexia The emotional and psychological impact of poorly supported dyslexia Report from the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Dyslexia and other SpLDs April 2019 Final-APPG-for-Human-cost-of-dyslexia-appg-report.pdf

6. Self-Esteem and Anxiety in the Educational Histories of Adult Dyslexic Students. Riddick et al (1999) Self‐esteem and anxiety in the educational histories of adult dyslexic students - Riddick - 1999 - Dyslexia - Wiley Online Library

	Session five
	Dyslexia and co-occurrence




	Reading
1. Chapter 20 The Overlap—Dyslexia Attention, Coordination, Auditory Processing and Numeracy. Reid, G (2016) ProQuest Ebook Central - Book Details

2.  Screening, assessment and intervention. Welsh Government 2015 screening-assessment-and-intervention-identifying-screening-assessment-and-intervention-methods-for-learners-with-specific-learning-difficulties.pdf


	Session six
	The Use of games

Introduction of a range of resources and games to enhance teaching, tailored to the learner.

Practical: assignment ideas – innovative approaches to engage, motivate and reinforce.


	Dyslexia teaching points: Games to help the dyslexic learner - YouTube
Reading
1. Utilizing Games to Enhance the Learning of Students with Dyslexia: A Systematic Literature Review. Ekawati et al (2024) Utilizing Games to Enhance the Learning of Students with Dyslexia: A Systematic Literature Review - ProQuest
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INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	ECCY7011

	Module Title
	Understanding and supporting literacy difficulties and dyslexia/ SpLD

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Muter, V. (2021) Understanding and Supporting Children with Literacy Difficulties. Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
	☐

	Essential
	Phillips, S & Kelly, K (2022) Teaching Literacy to Learners with Dyslexia; a multi-sensory approach (Third edition). Sage
	☐

	Essential
	Reid, G (2016) Dyslexia: A Practitioners Handbook. Fifth Edition.  Wiley and Sons Ltd. 
	☐

	Essential
	Reid, G. (2009) The Routledge Companion to Dyslexia. Routledge
	☐

	Further
	Neanon, C (2008) How to…identify and support children with dyslexia. LDA 
	☐

	Further
	Peer, L & Reid, G (2016) Multilingualism, Literacy and Dyslexia. A challenge for teachers. (Second edition) Routledge.
	☐

	Further
	Florian, L (2014) The Sage Handbook of Special Education (Second edition). Sage
	☒

	Further
	Welsh Government (2021) The additional learning needs code for Wales. Crown Copyright.
	☒

	Further
	Welsh Government (2012) Current literacy and dyslexia provision in Wales. Crown Copyright
	☒

	Further
	Welsh Government. (2016) Inclusion and Pupil Support. Crown copyright.
	☒

	Further
	Shaywitz, S.E. (1998) Dyslexia. The New England Journal of Medicine.
	☒
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