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CLCS4011: Art Analysis

This is the statue of Aphrodite and Pan. Here we see her standing naked, this was a common feature of her statues which brings into question of why she was worshiped. Is it because Zeus declared her the most beautiful goddess in Olympia and clothing her would be a shame? To worship Aphrodite in her entirety would be to as a naked woman be empowering. She is a curvy woman, with womanly curves that should be celebrated. No other goddess would be seen without her clothing, Athena is seen wearing her golden helmet and fully dressed as if for practical reasons as she’s the Goddess of wisdom and war. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	 Her body posture suggests that she is not happy with this interaction with Pan. Aphrodite appears to be relaxed, she is not pulling away or in a defensive stance, her shoulders are turned to pan in an open manner. The placement of her hand suggests to me that she may be pulling away from pan, he is in a position to pull her body closer and even maybe with enough force could get Aphrodite to site in his lap. The grip on her arm looks firm and his arms muscular as if he is trying with effort to keep her close. Aphrodite’s hand is placed over her pubic area, this can either be seen as bashful or defensive. Pan is a troublemaker and is famed for being sexually aggressive. Perhaps she’s placed her hand there in an effort to stop his advances from going further. There is a “cherub” that appears to be looking down at the two of them as if looking down at a union. Although Aphrodite is hiding her genitals, pan sees no issue with spreading his legs open and perhaps presenting himself to Aphrodite in a bid to win her over. I think there is a sandal in her hand that she looks ready to slap pan with. This implies to me that Pan is disrespecting Aphrodite and pushing his luck with the goddess. 
Pan himself is sitting in a way that could have some negative connotations. This scene would not be out of place in a local pub, an old man or perhaps a very drunk man pulling on the wrist of a beautiful young woman and gesturing for her to sit on his lap. But this thought can be problematic in applying it to this statue. This has negative connotations in my eyes as a young woman of contemporary times, my thought association cannot be applied to ancient times. A naked Aphrodite would not be interacting with Pan was common, along with the sexual implications too. It is no surprise as Aphrodite is the Goddess of Love and Pan is renowned for his sexual behaviour, a topic which now carried a lot of taboos and generally hidden away from society. This statue could represent a relationship between the two that is accepted and normal in ancient times which would be frowned upon in todays climate. 
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