 Project Proposal
Introduction
This project plan is intended to help structure my independent project revolving around the question ‘Can religious faith survive philosophical scepticism?’. This question revolves around the branches of philosophy known as epistemology and scepticism. Before delving into the actual question, those concepts should be explained. Epistemology is the study/theory of knowledge and tackles what knowledge is and how we get it from sources. ‘In simple terms, epistemology is the theory of knowledge and deals with how knowledge is gathered and from which sources’[footnoteRef:1]. The particular branch of epistemology this topic is concerned with is religious epistemology.   [1:  Dr Nicole Brown, Epistemology, https://www.nicole-brown.co.uk/epistemology/ (Accessed 20/11/2025)] 

‘Religious epistemology is the study of how subjects’ religious beliefs can have, or fail to have, some form of positive epistemic status (such as knowledge, justification, warrant, rationality, etc.) and whether they even need such status appropriate to their kind.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Chris Tweedt & Trent Dougherty, RELIGIOUS EPISTEMOLOGY, https://philarchive.org/archive/DOURE-3, (Accessed 20/11/2025)] 

Scepticism is the branch of philosophy that contains ‘the attitude of doubting knowledge claims set forth in various areas’[footnoteRef:3]. Scepticism is typically known as doubting something or someone, but scepticism in philosophy deals with more than that. In its most extreme, it says we cannot know anything at all. [3:  Richard H. Popkin, skepticism, https://www.britannica.com/topic/skepticism (Accessed 20/11/2025)] 

Ultimately, this argument boils down to faith vs reason.  It is important to note that someone can be of faith and also have critical thinking skills, they are not mutually exclusive.
Motivation (Why?)
Religion is widespread across the globe, and 
‘In 2020, around 28.8 percent of the global population were identified as Christian. Around 25.6 percent of the global population identify as Muslims, followed by 14.9 percent of global populations as Hindu.’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Statistia, Share of global population affiliated with major religious groups in 2020, by religion, https://www.statista.com/statistics/374704/share-of-global-population-by-religion/ (Accessed 23/11/2025)] 

Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world and between 2010 and 2020 the Muslim population increased by 347 million people. ‘From 2010 to 2020, the number of Muslims increased by 347 million people to 2.0 billion people.’[footnoteRef:5] These statistics alone prove that religion is not going anywhere is still just as popular as ever. This is why I think it is important to examine the views that these religions hold and what the people who subscribe to them infer from their religious texts. [5:  Conrad Hackett,] 

Generally, religions tell people how to think and how to act to live a life that their respective God would want and for them to pass into a utopian Heaven rather than going to a dystopian Hell. Of course, not all religions have heavens and hells but the most popular (Christian and Islam) do. Using a philosophical and critical angle could point out any outdated, contradictory or questionable views that any religions may hold. For example, in the United States, the current President Donald Trump was convicted of 34 felony charges, but according to Arizona Christian Universtiy, a large percentage of Christians voted for Trump and were ‘crucial in Donald Trump’s 2024 landslide victory, showing that Christians made up 72% of the electorate and gave Trump 56% of their vote’[footnoteRef:6]. To me, this does not make sense considering the bible preaches goodness and being a person who would rather give than take etc.  [6:  CRC Staff, Decisive Christian Vote Carries Trump to Historic Victory, Post-Election Research Shows, https://www.arizonachristian.edu/2024/11/14/decisive-christian-vote-carries-trump-to-historic-victory-post-election-research-shows/ (Accessed 23/11/2025)] 

As mentioned previously, religion and critical thinking are not mutually exclusive but the point is that having religious views be prominent in ones life might restrict critical thinking and by using scepticism and epistemology, it may show a different way of thinking for both religious and non-religious people.
Data/Sources
The sources I use will be a mix of primary and secondary sources. Primary sources in philosophy and religion would consist of the works of people involved in those fields. For example, an important thinker in Scepticism is René Descartes, who has a very popular argument about knowledge. In his book meditations states that because dreams can be so vivid and realistic, we cannot be certain that we are dreaming right now. He states 
‘it happened to me that in the night I dreamt that I found myself in this particular place, that I was dressed and seated near the fire, whilst in reality I was lying undressed in bed!’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  René Descartes, Meditations I (Cambridge University Press, 1996), p.7] 

This dream where he felt as if he was sitting near a fire to him was reality for that moment, but in actual fact he was lying in bed. This leads to further doubt that what if him lying in bed is just another dream of his. This argument is very existential and a critique of absolute certainty.
Secondary sources in philosophy would be articles, encyclopaedias and reviews of primary sources. An example relating to this subject would be from the Standford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy dubbed ‘Hume on Religion’. This entry details about a certain Philosopher David Hume who was very sceptical about religion and states that ‘David Hume’s various writings concerning problems of religion are among the most important and influential contributions on this topic’[footnoteRef:8]. This article would be very helpful for my topic as it would help bolster some arguments and give me a different perspective on Hume’s work that I may not have seen. [8:  Paul Russell & Anders Kraal, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/hume-religion/ , (Accessed 23/11/2025)] 

Methodology 
The way I am going to conduct research and gather information for my project will be mixed. As this topic is heavy in definitions, ideas and even personal experiences, it shall be a mix of all three. It will primarily be based in research done online with both web sources and scholarly sources. To avoid simply summarising my content, the way it will be done is through a conceptual and argumentative method. Before discussing anything, the concepts must be clarified first. Then, the arguments will be examined both for and against the compatibility of religion and scepticism. Their strengths will be looked at in the most logical way possible and finally, I will go over certain thinkers from history who have their own texts and works about this topic and what they believed. The approach taken will mostly be critical and theoretical and not empirical. However, I may inject personal views and views of those around me in order to have a more grounded feel to the project rather than it all be in research.
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