First Portfolio Assignment for HPAH4003: Question Bank
Based on Stanley Kubrick’s Movie “Spartacus”, what do we need to verify in our ancient sources and in modern scholarship?
	Persons / Characters / Groups
	Dates / Events / Battles
	Towns / Places 
	The slaves’/rebels’ and the Romans’ intentions?
	Cultural, religious, social aspects? e.g. Aspects of slavery
	Anachronistic representations in the movie?
	The Movie: 
Source criticism?
Intentions…?

	· Spartacus
· Crassus
- Varinia
- Gracchus and his Senate
- Claudia (wife of Crassus)
· Caius Julius Caesar
· Sulla
· Pirates (Sicilian?) 
· Antinines (sp?)
· Marcus Glaucus
· Commodius 
· Pompey









	· Century before Christianity
- Fight to death (celebrating Crassus’ marriage to Claudia)
- Unfair treatment of slaves alive & dead
- War with Spain
- War with Asia
- Civil war 20 years prior (republic)
- First Consult (Crassus)
- Death of Spartacus
- Spartacus and rebel army attack roman camp (inhabited by 6 roman military cohorts)
- Final battle (The rebel army march on Rome with the intention to free all slaves and end slavery.)
	· Capua
· Brundisium
- Gladiator training school (Spartacus taken after mines)
- Vesuvius (rebel camp)
- Metapontum 
- Rome

	· Freedom/ not to see people fight to the death again
· To free the slaves of Rome
- To leave Rome/ Italy
- Romans refuse to call back the legion as they believe they aren’t needed to stop the rebel army


	· Mining
· Branding of slaves
· Checking the physical condition of slaves before purchase (Checking teeth)
- gladiators (types of gladiators (3 types))
- which type of gladiator was put against another?
- Bathing rituals/ norms? (oil, stigil etc.)
- Natural occurrence explanations (moon shape, wind, night etc)
- Ethnicity & Education affect value of slaves when sold. 
- “May the Gods”
- “Mind of God”
- How will did the senate get along with itself/function?

	· “May the Gods”
- “Mind of God”
- Romans appear savage for making slaves fight for entertainment, yet they also treat the slaves like animals.


	- production/ release date (1960) 
-  American Civil War
- How close does the film adhere to the book? (by Howard Fast)
- More focused on the love story rather than the historical accuracy (Spartacus)
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