HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Friday 26th May 
It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 

1) What are the main differences that Prof. Daniel Schwartz puts forward between 1 & 2 Maccabees?
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· 1 Maccabees was likely written in Judea whilst 2 was perhaps produced in Ptolemaic Egypt. 
· 1 Maccabees utilised biblical language without a strictly recognisable biblical focus, 2 used Greek literature and included more material typically identified as biblical (eg. God, morality, sin and atonement, angels).
· 1 Maccabees is concerned primarily with a dynastic court history and the justification of Hasmonean leadership. 2 was focused upon the history of the city and legitimising the Jewish community outside of Judea. 

2) How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written in different locations? It might be helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.
The premise and focus of the first two Maccabees are directly impacted upon by the hypothesis of being produced in different locations. Context always matters when writing and reading anything, this is as true today as back then. Being produced in different locations has a direct relationship to what is written, why and for whom. 1 was produced in Judea in Hebrew and deals with immediate historic and contemporary concerns for that region. Whilst we can assume that 2 was formulated in colloquial Greek by a Jew outside of Judea, likely somewhere in Egypt, Alexandria perhaps. For this reason, the inclusions, details, and emphasis within the chapters are significantly different in both works. The message and meaning of both are concerned with two very different presumed audiences. 1 Maccabees has a specific readership in mind given its original Hebrew form, that of practicing Jewish communities still based in Judea. 2 Maccabees, written in Greek, has a much broader reach in terms of those able to access it. Not only can dispersed Jews become familiar, but any Greek person who wishes to. For those who are not longer based in Judea itself importance of place is decreased and emphasis on good practices and intention is prioritised. There is also a greater need to see fellow Greeks as friends not foes given, they are not people from too far a field but indeed neighbours. For this reason, the “us verses them” feel of 1 Maccabees is discontinued in 2 Maccabees, which instead prefers to focus upon the absence of Godly interference due to individual sin as reason for Jewish suffering.  



3) What is the difference in the way 1 & 2 Maccabees depict martyrdom and resurrection?

1 Maccabees although containing martyrdom treats it very differently to that of 2 Maccabees. Examples can be found of martyrs within 1 Maccabees, though the message attached to such inclusions is one of pointlessness. Those hiding from the Seleucid army on the sabbath without defence being one such example. The takeaway here is not the glory and heroism of a willingness to die for one’s beliefs rather the ineffectiveness of such a statement to change anything in reality. The main, arguably only, thing achieved by martyrdom is the death of a martyr. Not a notion shared by 2 Maccabees which includes multiple examples of martyrdom. In dealing with such examples 2 Maccabees uses the death of martyrs as a momentum for challenge and change. It is the sacrifice of those willing to shed their own blood for their faith that gains for the Jewish people once more the assistance of God. Schwarez points out that the removed nature of Jews of the diaspora from actual fighting and threat allows a level of low risk glorification in this manner.

Resurrection is not dealt with in 1 Maccabees likely because it need not be. If people are not jumping at the opportunity to self-sacrifice there is no real reason to consider the benefits doing so may bring after the fact. In 2 Maccabees however the emphasis on martyrdom must be met with an equal emphasis on an afterlife, rebirth, resurrection, making the sacrifice not only worth it but beneficial. Sacrifice requires reward and reassurance and thus resurrection surfaces. 


 
