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In this assignment I will be looking into models of policing the model of policing I will be mainly focusing on is community and neighbourhood policing.  I will be evaluating the effectiveness of this model of policing. 
There are various different definitions for community and neighbourhood policing however they all entail familiar attributes. These attributes usually have a police and community partnership and have a problem solving approach when it comes to working close with a community when solving crimes or gathering information, also when it comes to community based policing they follow an organisational decentralisation approach this where daily decision making tasks are passed down from high ranked police officers of the police force and assigned to officers who are lower ranked so it can free up time for the higher ranked officers to make more important decisions (Somerville, 2009).
Community and neighbourhood policing includes many different factors to make sure that the citizens of a community for one can trust the police and that they can feel safe while living in their communities. A journal from the college of policing says that community and neighbourhood policing gives police officers and police community support officers (PCSO’s) as well as the police force aims and objectives. The main aims for the officers are too;
· Engage in communities 
· To solve problems within communities 
· To targets specific actives within a community 
· To promote the right culture and act as role models 
· To build analytical capably this enables officers and citizens to tackle complex problems
· To develop officers, staff and volunteers (Colover and Quinton, n.d.)

Community policing is also used to work with national and local agencies to challenge and put a stop to issues in communities whether they are crime related or not. When it comes to tackling issues community policing will usually have the aid from the community as the community can be seen as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the police, they will also use problem solving aspects to tackle problems (Erkan; BALCIOĞLU, 2016). 

Community policing has been around for many decades it can be seen around the world in many different police forces. One of the main reasons the police in the UK introduced community and neighbourhood policing was so that the police could get involved more with communities in order to reduce and put a stop to criminal activity, the police do this by engaging with members of communities while working in partnerships with small businesses and other members across a community. The police will liaise with these community members to prevent and put a stop to criminal activity in their communities and they will cooperate in a joint communal effort to problem solve and find a solution to stop and minimise crime (Erkan; BALCIOĞLU, 2016). 

When it comes to community and neighbourhood policing there are various different strategies the police will use to conquer and lower the amount of crime that takes places in a community one of the main strategies used by the police is known as the three R’s. The three R’s are a model of practice the police carry out; the practises are rapid response, random patrol and reactive investigation (Hamilton-Smith et al., 2013.) The Three R’s were designed to help minimise crimes and deter people from committing crimes and taking part in anti social activity. When police officers and PCSO’s go out on random patrol they will walk or drive around an area making sure everything is all good, when on a random patrol they will patrol an area not focusing on crime or looking at key anti social behaviour areas (Sherman, 1986.) a theorist known as Sherman said that random police patrols have shown that there has been no reduction in crime or anti social behaviour and said that patrols should be controlled (Sherman, 1986.) however this was challenged when theorists and police decided to conduct an experiment testing whether if crime would be reduced if police patrolled a larger area or if the police where to patrol a smaller area and spend less time on patrol in the area (Williams and Coupe, 2017). The experiment was also conducted to see whether crime would reduce if police were to patrol for a long period of time or whether crime would reduce if police were to conduct more frequent patrols but spend less time patrolling the experiment is known as the Minneapolis experiment. The results of this experiment showed that when police patrolled for a shorter amount of time but patrolled more frequently crime reduced by 70% compared to when police were to carry out longer patrols in a wider area which saw crime reduce by 13 % (Williams and Coupe, 2017).  A theorist named Ariel et al conducted the same experiment in Peterborough. While carrying out the experiment Ariel et al wanted to also see if there would be a difference in the reduction of criminal and anti social activity when police officers would patrol or to see if there would be a reduction if PCSO’s were to patrol without the company of police constabulary officers. The experiment would consist of three patrols between the hours of 3pm and 10pm and each patrol would last for a minimum time of 15 minutes and a maximum time of 20 minutes. The results from this experiment showed that reports of crime dropped by 39% and calls for assistance from the police dropped by 20% while the PCSO’s patrolled while police were in the area. The experiment shows that although PCSO’s don’t have as much power as police constabularies having extra officers and PCSO’s on patrol does help deter crime and it also goes on to show that the people who live in these communities have trust in the police and PCSO’s while they are patrolling in their community (Williams and Coupe, 2017).  The study also found out that when police were to patrol on foot it made the public and community members feel for safer and relaxed as the public felt that they were able to have more informal encounters with police officers and PCSO’s.  Theorist Tuffen Et Al says that it shows that the police are taking the public’s problems and concerns when they take the time to stop and talk to people in communities while they are on patrol (Sherman, 1986). 
Another tactic used by police constabulary officers as well as PCSO’s is for the police to conduct door to door visits theorist Sherman says that when the police conduct door to door visits it brings up public satisfaction towards the police and helps build a rapport between the police and members of communities, door to door visits also mean that people won’t feel victimised when police come to their door so they are more likely to cooperate with police (Endvawnow.org, 2011). Although door to door visits with the public does help to obtains the police’s goal when it comes to community policing which is building a relation with the general public, door to door visits also can have a negative effect on communities this is because if police are out conducting these visits there are less officers able to respond to crimes. This does raise the question if there should be more PCSO’s (Endvawnow.org, 2011). another big positive to community and neighbourhood policing is that PCSO’s and police officers go into schools and educational establishments to teach children and students about safety on the streets which allows people to feel safe and it shows that the police service are going the extra mile to make sure that people feel safe in their communities, also when police visit schools it allows children who are in high risk areas to learn that police are not bad people and how they can trust and learn off the police this means that more children will respect the police and will be less likely to turn to crime (Actionforchildren.org.uk, 2020).
When it comes to community and neighbourhood policing there are many different advantages and disadvantages. One of the biggest advantages community policing has on a community is that is does reduce fear as seen by the experiment conducted in Peterborough it is clear to see that when police officers and PCSO’s are out on patrol or just in the area it does make the public feel safer. Some theorists believe that when people feel a lot safer because of the police there is a sense of security around the community and it allows the public and citizens of communities to come together and learn how they can take more care while living in their community and how they can try to make it a better place (Law Teacher, 2013.) also when relations are high with the public and police it can allow the public to understand what the police do on a daily basis to help protect their community from criminal and anti social activity (Law Teacher, 2013.) one of the biggest and most successful schemes that comes from community and neighbourhood policing is the neighbourhood watch this allows members of a community to come together and help tackle crime by reporting any suspicious, criminal or anti social activity that goes on in their area. The civilians involved are devoted to stopping crime and vandalism to ensure that the fear of crime and that people living in their areas are feeling safe living in their area (Neighbourhood watch, 2020.)  Since 2007 when the neighbourhood watch came to the UK over 2.3 Million households across England and Wales have signed up to neighbourhood watch. The neighbourhood watch’s mission statement is “to bring neighbours together to create strong, active friendly communities.” (Neighbourhood watch, 2020.) 
Community and neighbourhood policing does come with disadvantages one of them being that community and neighbourhood policing solely relies on have a strong relation with members of a community. If there is no relation between the police and members of a community then there is no trust and without trust the public are less likely to cooperate with the police and crime rates and cases of anti social activity will increases causing a larger fear of crime in communities (MacDonald, 2002). It can also put officers and PCSO’s in serious hard if they are in dangerous situations alone or in areas where the relation between police and members of communities are at a low. An example of this could be seen when PC Keith Blakelock was brutally murdered in 1985. PC Henry Blakelock was brutally murdered during riots in Tottenham he was assigned with other officers to help protect fire fighters during riots that started because of a police raid that led to a woman dying from heart failure, Riots were all over the country and in many cities it also resulted in the relation between people of ethnic minority and police to crumble (Additions and Corrections to Blakelock, 1955.) another big disadvantage for community and neighbourhood policing is how some of the public don’t see community policing as proper policing and they feel that it wastes police time and resources when police could be doing more to target more serious crimes (Homer, 2020.)  Since 2010 there has been more than 4000 police officers and PCSO’s that have lost their jobs due to government budget cuts this has resulted in crime rising by a small percentage each year. A person told the BBC that he as well as his community feel alone and are at more fear of crimes and feel that their area is more exposed to anti social and criminal activity due to the large amount of police officers lost due to constant cuts to the police service (Homer, 2020.)  Another report from the BBC said that police are sleep walking away from communities due to cuts this means that due to the cuts communities that have a higher risk of crime and anti social activity are being left vulnerable and the people in those communities are living in a fear of crime. (BBC News, 2016) also because of the cuts police that are ‘on the beat’ are now on desk jobs because there aren’t enough staff members for the police service. (BBC News, 2016)
In conclusion it is clear to see that The UK is in need of community and neighbourhood policing as it is seen that their tactics and strategies do deter crime and helps lower the fear of crime this can be seen from the experiment that was conducted in Peterborough (Williams and Coupe, 2017).  There are some disadvantages to it however community policing has helped reduce crime since it was bought in which helps the community reduce their fear in crime which is what community policing was designed to do. I feel that there should be less budget cuts to the police and more officers and PCSO’s should be bought in as having a larger police presence on the street deters crime and criminals it also makes people from a community feel safe and also builds a rapport bring police and community members to build trust and that’s what makes communities safer and having trust with the public makes their work easier. I feel that community and neighbour policing is very affective however there is a demand to change some styles so all communities across the UK feel safe from crime. There also needs to be more police in high risk areas and more police to tackle serious matters like knife crime. I feel that if there was more patrols and with the police using the Police and criminal evidence act (Pace) there would be more stop and searches which would allow police to help lower the amount of knife crime going on in the UK at the moment.
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