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戴晉新：
〈中西史學比較研究的歷程與

反思〉
Reflections on comparative study 

in Chinese and Western 
historiography

Pre-Introduction 
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 Pre-Introduction 

Four reading steps of academic papers

l Step 1: Comprehensive Reading & Citation Tracking

l Step 2: Citation Verification

l Step 3: Difference Analysis

l Step 4: Contrasting Academic Views
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 Pre-Introduction 

Narrow down the original title of the article 

and refine a focused core theme.
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 Pre-Introduction 

Reflections on comparative study in Chinese and Western 

historiography: 

A Cultural Attitude of Inclusiveness and Integration

〈中西史學比較研究的歷程與反思：包容匯通的文化態度〉



n Overview of the Original Article
n In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme
n Analysis of Divergent Academic Views
n Conclusion
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1. Overview of the Original Article

nResearch Process

nTypes

nExisting Problems 

nAcademic Significance
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1. Overview of the Original Article

nResearch Process (4 stages)

l the first introduction of Western historiography
(mid-19th century to early 20th century)

l early comparisons and reflections
(early 20th century to mid-20th century)

l deeper case studies
(early 20th century to the late 1970s)

l fast progress since the 1980s
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1. Overview of the Original Article

n4 Types

l the general macro type

l  the case type

l the contrastive type 

l the interpretive type
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1. Overview of the Original Article

nExisting Problems and Difficulties

l language and cultural barriers

l wrong or forced comparisons

l no clear standards
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1. Overview of the Original Article

u know each other better

u break old cultural barriers

u global view                   further development



In-depth Analysis of the Core 
Theme
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

Reflections on comparative study in Chinese and Western 

historiography: 

A Cultural Attitude of Inclusiveness and Integration

〈中西史學比較研究的歷程與反思：包容匯通的文化態度〉
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

徐仁鑄
Xu Renzhu

n Western histories record both national politics and social affairs, so readers can 
understand the whole era. However, China’s official histories only record how a 
dynasty ruled the country, defended its territory, and how ministers assisted the 
emperor. They never record people’s daily life.
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

梁啓超.
Liang Qichao

n Traditional Chinese historiography had four big shortcomings. It only focused on the court, 
not the nation; only on individuals, not the group; only on the past, not the present; only on 
facts, not ideals. 
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

梁啓超.
Liang Qichao

n He also said that traditional historians only recorded facts and the rise and fall of emperors. 
In fact, their works were no more than family trees of the rulers. But modern new 
historiography should explain the causes and results of events and focus on the progress of 
the whole human society. 
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

何炳松
He Bingsong

n Chinese historiography 
developed very early and has 
rich historical records. It is 
not inferior to Western 
historiography.



19

2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

n Criticized traditional Chinese historiography and praised Western historiography.

n Began to defend Chinese historiography.

n Argued that we should establish the unique position of Chinese historiography and 

build up confidence in Chinese historiography. 
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

孫同勛
Sun Tongxun

n The Development and Current Situation of Chinese and Western Historiography
n  Sun points out that although Chinese and Western historiography developed separately for 

more than 2,000 years, they finally converged into one.
n Chinese and Western historiography should merge and integrate, rather than only 

developing or creating unique Chinese characteristics.
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

杜維運
Du Weiyun

n The Dilemma of Comparative Historiography



n Western historians believe that only Western countries have complete historiography, while 
other places in Asia and Africa only have historical records but no mature historiography. 
They even refuse to admit that China or other regions have real historiography, so there is 
no basis for them to make comparisons at all. 22

2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

杜維運
Du Weiyun
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2. In-depth Analysis of the Core Theme

戴晉新(author)
Dai Jinxin

n Once the research is trapped in Western-centred or Chinese-centred thinking, we cannot 
truly understand different historiographies from an objective cultural and historical 
perspective. Therefore, Dai Jinxin chose to omit these controversial views. 



Analysis of Divergent Academic 
Views
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l Gu Luanzhai 顧鑾齋

l The Problem of Western-centrism in the Construction of Chinese 

Discourse System of Historiography

3. Analysis of Divergent Academic Views
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l Western centrism

l We must face and criticize Western centrism. He thinks we should 

break this thought when building our own historiography. 

3. Analysis of Divergent Academic Views
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l Theoretical concepts

l We should re-examine Chinese and Western history, and deconstruct 

biased Western concepts instead of accepting them blindly. 

3. Analysis of Divergent Academic Views
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l Gu Luanzhai stresses criticism and independent construction

l Dai Jinxin values inclusion, communication and integration.

3. Analysis of Divergent Academic Views

Ø Too much criticism may cause unnecessary confrontation

Ø An open and equal way of communication is more helpful 



Conclusion
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4. Conclusion

n The communication between Chinese 
and Western historiography helps us 
know each other better.

n  More importantly, this broad and 
inclusive way of thinking will break 
the barriers between different cultures.

n  It helps us look at different 
historiographies from a higher level 
and push historiography into a new 
stage of development. 



THANK  YOU  FOR 

LISTENING.
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