Introduction

New Religious Movements (NRMs) have been a topic of discussion in relation to women for a number of reasons, mainly because of feminism and the growth of feminism over recent years. People believe that women should have equal rights and opportunities the same as men, through researching in to new religious movements and women there will be evidence of research of the OSHO International movement and the Latter-day Saints (Mormonism/Mormons), it will show the various ways women are treated and what opportunities they might have compared to their male counterparts within the new religious movements. 

There are also several definitions which surround NRMs, which is information that is crucial to understand NRMs. These are what is a charismatic leader? What are the differences between a cult and NRM? Also, are there any religious boundaries within countries around the world which group NRMs and cults together and ban them as a result and do not ban world religions? 

Charismatic leadership can be seen in Roy Wallis’ ‘typology of world-affirming, world-accepting and world-rejecting groups’[footnoteRef:1] he developed this theory during the 1970s to the 1980s. A charismatic leader can be simply defined as someone who is ‘“essentially very skilled communicators, individuals who are both verbally eloquent, but also able to communicate to followers on a deep, emotional level,”[footnoteRef:2] then mixed with charisma, charisma can be defined as “charisma is inherently unstable and tends to become institutionalized.”[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Robbins, Thomas (1998) Cults, Converts and Charisma, London. Page 116
]  [2:  online.stu.edu (published date November 25th 2014) (accessed 21/11/2018) 
]  [3:  Robbins, Thomas (1998) Cults, Converts and Charisma, London. Page 118] 


The definitions of the word cult are “a relatively small group of people having religious beliefs or practices regarded by others as strange or as imposing excessive control over members.”[footnoteRef:4] In France, for example they have placed a ban on cults due to people being brainwashed and people dying within cults, however they have not only banned cults but are regarding NRMs as cults as well, France views cults and those religions with cult like tendencies are investigated and sometimes prosecuted and this has been said it has been happening from “1995.”[footnoteRef:5] Whereas NRMs are defined as “a new religious movement is a religious community or spiritual group of modern origins, which has a peripheral place within its nation’s dominant religious culture.”[footnoteRef:6] NRMs can have roots within a world religion, they may be invented religions, or they can have beginnings which can be found in alternative religions or indigenous religions.  [4:  en.oxforddictionaries.com (published date unknown) [accessed 21/11/2018) 
]  [5:  www.pri.org (published date unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018] 
]  [6:  en.wikiquote.org (published date unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018) 
 ] 


The reasons why OSHO International and the Latter-day Saints were chosen was because OSHO International is contemporary and the Latter-day Saints is more established NRM. The second reason why OSHO International and the Latter-day Saints was chosen was because of the location, OSHO International is an eastern movement; the movement has elements of Buddhism, Hinduism and Christianity and the Latter-day Saints are from the West which is a Christian derived movement, so they might view gender and sexuality in different ways because of their location and the religions they have created a movement from. 

New religions which have emerged over the past several centuries have been termed new religious movements, they are deemed to be new because they are considered to be religious reactions to larger religions, the emergence for new religious movements was seen to be around the 1960s and 1970s, the emergence of popular eastern new religious movements became popular in America in the 1960s the first eastern new religious movement which found popularity in America was in “1959”[footnoteRef:7] and was founded by “Maharishi Mahesh Yogi”[footnoteRef:8] who founded the “Transcendental Meditation”[footnoteRef:9] movement.  [7:  www.britannica.com (Published date: unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018) 
]  [8:  www.britannica.com (Published date: unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018)
]  [9:  www.britannica.com (Published date: unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018) 
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The membership numbers of OSHO International are “200,000 members worldwide”[footnoteRef:10] from this it can be deduced that the number of women and girls are nearly under or slightly over half of the overall total within OSHO International, this is still a significant number of women and girls; so, their treatment is extremely essential to the people joining and having children within OSHO International. The membership numbers for The Latter Day Saints are “16,118,169”[footnoteRef:11] members worldwide, the number of members within The Latter-day Saints movement has a higher number of members within their movement however this could be because they have been around longer and because of polygamy and birth rates, although this still does not mean that they have treated women better because of the higher numbers of their followers. With the numbers of members being high in both of the NRM’s this should therefore mean that there should be a considerable amount of protection and love that the followers have had to experience to join or have children within these movements. Laura Vance the author of the book Women in New Religions states that she was born in to the church and she states that she grew up in The Latter-day Saints movement during the 1970s, she then states that she “encountered questions of gender and religion early and often.”[footnoteRef:12] This could prove that women did not have equality during the 1970s and this might be why she encountered questions of gender and religion frequently. [10:  www.biographyonline.net (Published date: unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018) 
]  [11:  www.mormonnewsroom.org (Published date: unknown) [accessed 28/11/2018) 
]  [12:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page ix
] 


The views of sociologists and feminists will be an integral part of the research throughout, there are many sociologists and feminists who have strong opinions of religion and new religious movements in general, some of the most famous sociologists like Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud, Èmile Durkheim and Max Weber will be referenced throughout, giving their opinions of people who have religious beliefs and what they think about religions in general. Feminism will be a large proportion of emphasising the treatment and the equality or lack of equality for women in the movements, through looking at second-wave feminism and contemporary feminism and explaining what feminism thinks in relation to women in new religious movements in accordance to OSHO International and the Church of The Latter-day Saints. Some feminists which will be mentioned are Germaine Greer, Maxine Hanks and Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, there will also be others which will be mentioned. Sociological and feminist ideas will be assessed overall throughout and compared to whether the treatment of women within the NRMs in question have equal rights for women and men or whether they do not. 

































Chapter 1: History of The New Religious Movements

Part A: The History of The Latter-day Saints

History of The Latter-day Saints

The church of the Latter-day Saints began as a movement from Christianity, the beginnings of The Latter-day Saints was around the 1820s in the nineteenth century within western New York and the charismatic leader was called Joseph Smith Jr (1805 – 1844)  it was founded in America and now is based in multiple countries around the world, from the number of members it shows that it has become a very mainstream religion with high number of followers. The number of followers within UK was around “180,000”[footnoteRef:13] when the membership was at “11 million”[footnoteRef:14].  Joseph Smith Jr described in the Book of Mormon that he was visited by God, Jesus and an angel. When Smith was writing he was describing where he lived because the “place was significant.” [footnoteRef:15]Mainly “the locale of his childhood was critical in exposing him to religious ideas that would help set Joseph on a path to prophetic leadership.”[footnoteRef:16] Joseph Smith Jr was born and grew up in western New York with his mother and father who did not have a substantial amount of money usually finding themselves in debt, however when they did have enough money saved they bought a shop although a few years later they had to give up the shop and move back to the farm they formerly lived on, this is where Joseph Smith Jr had these visits from God, Jesus and an angel.  [13:  Barrett, David Vance. (2001) The New Believers – Sects, ‘Cults’ and Alternative Religions. United Kingdom. Pages 151 
]  [14:  Barrett, David Vance. (2001) The New Believers – Sects, ‘Cults’ and Alternative Religions. United Kingdom. 151
]  [15:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20 ]  [16:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20 ] 


Joseph Smith Jr had his divine revelation and this began the history of the Latter-day Saints, however there is differences within his writings about the visits of God, Jesus and the angel, the writings about this however is one of the most authoritative pieces of information for the Latter-day Saints followers, the writings can be found within his history that he began writing about in the “late 1830s.”[footnoteRef:17] The first piece of information to note about Smith is that when he was writing about his divine experiences he described himself as a young boy in his teenage years around the year “1820”[footnoteRef:18]  mentioning that he was looking for information on God and wanting answers to religious questions, this is when he states that he had a divine interaction with God and Jesus, Vance describes him stating that “these personages were corporeal, with human-like bodies.”[footnoteRef:19] Smith then stated that God spoke about Jesus and he wanted Smith to listen to what he has to say about the divine revelation that was going to be bestowed up on Smith, Vance says that “Smith was informed that no existing church was true, and that he should join none.”[footnoteRef:20] This was Smith’s first divine revelation, his second happened when he was older at the age of seventeen, Vance states that “according to his account, an angel named Moroni appeared to Joseph,” [footnoteRef:21]Moroni told Smith that he was cleared of all his sins and that there are “records written on plates of gold along with an instrument to be used in their translation”[footnoteRef:22] of “two transparent stones attached like eyeglasses to a breastplate.”[footnoteRef:23] Moroni was said to have visited Smith three times twice the same night and one the next morning and the angel told Smith the same story he said the night before about where the plates were and how to use them, the plates were placed near his home also that the end of days was close and that “Satan would tempt Joseph.”[footnoteRef:24] It was said when Smith found the plates, he could not take them because his use for them was unjust and that he would have to retrieve them at a later date.  [17:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20 ]  [18:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York.page 20 ]  [19:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20]  [20:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20]  [21:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 20]  [22:   Arrington and Bitton, The Mormon Experience, (1979/1992) arrangement with Alfred A. Knopf, inc: United States of America, page 9, cited in Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [23:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [24:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21] 


During the year of 1825 Joseph was hired by “Josiah Stonewell (1770-1844) … to locate an abandoned Spanish silver mine he believed to be hidden on his land”,[footnoteRef:25] Joseph used stones to help him to try and find the Spanish mine, he was hired after people hearing the stories about him finding the plates with the use of seer stones, however a year after he was hired “Stonewell’s neighbour swore in a warrant for Joseph’s arrest that he was a disorderly person.”[footnoteRef:26] When Joseph was arrested, he openly admitted to have used the seer stones to look for “lost property and lost coins”[footnoteRef:27] he could never locate the Spanish mine however he met his to be wife through her father who was helping Smith find the Spanish mine, Isaac he introduced Smith to his daughter “Emma Hale (1804-1879).”[footnoteRef:28] Emma and Joseph were married in the year of 1827 in January on “September 22nd” [footnoteRef:29] of 1827 Joseph took Emma to view the gold plates which was in “Hill Cumorah.”[footnoteRef:30] [25:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [26:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [27:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [28:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [29:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 21]  [30:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22] 


When the young couple married, they then moved to “Harmony, New York”[footnoteRef:31] where they were allowed to stay at a cabin which was owned by Emma’s father, when they got their Joseph was still working with the golden plates to try and transcribe them for everyone to understand and follow the teachings which was held on them. Joseph met his neighbour “Martin Harris (1783-1875)”[footnoteRef:32] Martin decided to support Joseph with money and Martin’s wife was unhappy with this arrangement, she did not believe in the young prophet, she wanted hard evidence of the fact the he was actually a prophet of God and actually transcribing the word of God. This then made Smith reluctantly give Martin “116 pages”[footnoteRef:33] of what he translated to give to his wife for proof that he is doing God’s work, however when Smith went to hand over the papers to Martin the pages were gone although there was other pages in their place with a different translation on trying to prove that Smith was a fraud and it stated that he should translate the words on a different part of the plate.  [31:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22]  [32:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22]  [33:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page22] 


The golden plates depicted stories of people leaving the Middle East and entering America “in approximately 600 BCE.”[footnoteRef:34] The translation of these stories was eventually made in to the Book of Mormon. The Book of Mormon depicts  [34:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22] 


“accounts of massive battles, secret criminal gangs, a visit by Jesus to the Americas, and other epic events – provided a new book of scripture and attracted followers to Smith after it was published in 1830.”[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22] 


When the church was first organized on the “6th April 1830” the overall membership involved Smith’s family and close friends and once it was made public knowledge that there were a new church people started to join the Latter-day Saints rapidly and has been growing ever since. In the early years of the church Smith wanted to restore some of the ideas previously held by Christianity, for instance priesthood, Vance states that “Smith told his followers had been lost in other religions as Christianity went astray.”[footnoteRef:36] Smith also said that there is authority within holding priesthood which makes them act up on the will of God and this allows them to preform religious ceremonies which are vital to the church for instance baptisms and marriages. Smith first baptised one of the members on the “15th May 1829”[footnoteRef:37] he baptised “Oliver Cowdery (1806-1850)”[footnoteRef:38] he was the second elder of the church after Joseph Smith Jr, on the 15th of May they went on to baptised each other after Smith baptised Cowdery. After this all men were granted priesthood and to do missionary work and this is a practice that still is happening today.  [36:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22]  [37:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23]  [38:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 22] 


During the year of 1830 Mormons faced hostility from their neighbours within New York, although during this time Smith had another revelation which told him to move, him and his followers to a different part of America entirely, this is when they moved to “Kirtland, Ohio.”[footnoteRef:39] During their stay there, Smith set strong roots for the Latter-day Saints, people start to join the church rapidly and the intense growth of Mormons first was only concentrated within Kirtland, Ohio however soon moved to different parts of America for instance “far West, Missouri, and Nauvoo, Illinois.”[footnoteRef:40] This growth meant that people from different parts of the world was hearing about the Latter-day Saints and was joining the movement which then Smith prompted the new followers to sell their belongings and move to the place where the Latter-day Saints had their settlements. Smith wanted his followers to give up any surplus wage they had to the church for the restoration for the churches, also for the followers who were deemed poor and for the money that was left over to go back in to the fund for the church and the followers overall for what the church and what the followers needed.  [39:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23]  [40:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23] 


Although where ever the Latter-day Saints movement seemed to go there was always some controversy which followed them and Smith, for instance the neighbours within the areas where they were settled found reason enough to have arguments with Smith and the followers because of several different reasons, sometimes the authorities or people of high importance for instance the governor would usually get involved to solve the dispute or sometimes pick sides based on who they liked the most. Many of the neighbours feared that the rapid growth and people moving to the area for religious reasons would dictate the “outcomes of local elections.”[footnoteRef:41] As the feud between the neighbours and Mormons increased it turned in to violence non-Mormons would burn “Mormon property and rob Mormons.”[footnoteRef:42] An order was placed in “1838”[footnoteRef:43] by “Missouri governor Lilburn Boggs (1796-1860)”[footnoteRef:44] this order allowed people to kill or remove Mormon people from the state if needed for the overall public welfare of the people in the state.  [41:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23]  [42:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23]  [43:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23 ]  [44:  Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. Page 23 ] 



Part B: The History of OSHO International

The History of OSHO International
































Bibliography 


Books 

Barrett, David Vance. (2001) The New Believers – Sects, ‘Cults’ and Alternative Religions. United Kingdom. 

Robbins, Thomas (1998) Cults, Converts and Charisma, London. 

Vance, Laura. (2015) Women in New Religions. New York University Press: New York. 


Websites 

www.biographyonline.net

www.britannica.com

en.oxforddictionaries.com

en.wikiquote.org

www.mormonnewsroom.org

online.stu.edu

www.pri.org




















