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Social Media’s influence on current representations of Same-sex couple families within society.
According to Office for National Statistics, a family is defined as “a married, civil partnered or cohabiting couple with or without children, or a lone parent with at least one child, who lives at the same address; children may be dependent or non- dependent.”
The Report by Pew Research Center underpins evolving yet mixed views on modern family structures and depicts people’s acceptance of various family arrangements; traditional families including husband and a wife with children, have the highest approval rate of 93% while nontraditional families including unmarried gay or lesbian couples with adopted children have lower acceptance rate of 53%; Marriage remarkably shapes perspectives, with married couples gathering more approval than the unmarried couples; additionally, the approach towards single parenting and non-traditional families tend to be neutral. (Parker and Minkin, 2023, Pew Research Center)
Now, let's explore the influence of social media on the current representations of Same-sex families within society, comparing, contrasting and examining its impact through theoretical frameworks, policy considerations and practical applications in shaping societal norms and attitudes.

1. The Inadequate and Negative portrayal of Same-sex couple Families by social media:
Social media often portrays same-sex couple families through a negative or limited lens, which restricts public understanding and diminishes positivity toward these families. Inadequate representation and misinformation can reinforce stereotypes, leading to lower awareness and acceptance among audiences; let's discuss how these portrayals impact societal attitudes and what can be done to foster more inclusive narratives.
Media does not accurately portray the reality of gay couples raising children today. Comparing the last three decades, fewer same-sex couples are raising children now than in 2006 and their families are more diverse in race, ethnicity and income than what is usually illustrated in the media; The media mostly fails to reflect the higher rates of childrearing among racial and ethnic minorities; moreover, among same-sex couples that didn't finish high school, 43% are raising children and 20% of children raised by same-sex couples live in poverty, yet these realities are rarely shown in media portrayals.(Gates, 2012)
Since 1993, featuring Gay/ Lesbian characters in media has grown significantly, breaking free from past stereotypes; famous shows like Empire, The Flash and Orange is the New Black have included LGBTQ+ storylines; however, while these portrayals have gained appreciation, on the other hand, a sitcom about a gay couple starting a family, The New Normal sparked controversy, faced backlashes and was eventually canceled, emphasizing ongoing societal debates about LGBTQ+ representation. (Tabangcura, 2011)
People believe that more visibility for the same-sex couple families can help create equality by reducing prejudice through positive interactions; Exposing their identity as a couple may both personally and socially move towards acceptance or result in disapproval; Similarly, sharing sensitive information online can be risky in social media because of privacy issues and the lasting impact of negativity and stereotypical public views; LGBT parents are more reluctant to reveal their identities within their children's friends' community for the same reason; LGBT Parents may use careful disclosure strategies to protect their privacy while balancing social expectations both online and offline. (Amato, 2012)
Boyle and Schmierbach (2005) found that in their analysis of 145 news articles from 2003, citizens directly affected by same-sex marriage laws were rarely interviewed or cited in the media coverage. This highlights the absence of voices from those most impacted by the laws in discussions on the controversial topic.


2. Theoretical Perspectives on the Slow Evolution of Social Media’s Role in Positively representing Same-sex couple families and Promoting inclusivity:
Wilson Cruz, a star of Hulu's kids' show 'The Bravest Knight', interprets that the show targets on the love within families rather than teaching about homosexuality; his co-star, T.R.Knight highlight the growing presence of LGBTQ representation in children's media, including same-sex partners and non-binary characters, which he wishes had been available during his childhood to combat feelings of loneliness; Based on a 2014 book, the show joins milestones like Arthur's same-sex wedding and My Little Pony's lesbian couple, aiming to reflect diverse families and help kids relate to different stories; GLAAD supports this growing inclusion, emphasizing that it benefits not just LGBTQ families but everyone in society by normalizing diverse family structures. (Italie, 2019)
Children's Media has always mirrored society's evolving ideas of what is considered 'normal'. while also playing a crucial role in shaping how future generations perceive the world; especially the LGBTQ+ community has often been depicted wrongly in children's media; however, since gay marriage was legalized in 2015, there has been some improvement in how LGBTQ+ people are portrayed, but more is needed to represent different gender expressions. In addition,  Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) introduced the "Vin Russo Test" to determine how movies portray LBGTQ+ characters in the Kids' movies; To attain their pass status, the movie must have an LGBTQ+ character who is not just about their identity, but have their own personality and is vital to the story, which stops LGBTQ+ characters from being stereotypes, jokes or unimportant. (Stevens, 2022)
Sunderland and McGlashan (2013) analyzed children's picture book covers featuring same-sex couples and noted that pictures alone do not fully convey an inclusive understanding of gay and lesbian families; instead, the combination of titles (eg: Mommy, Mama and Me) amd images creates a more accurate depiction of same-sex families. This highlights, how texts and images together enhance understanding through media; although, their research provides insights into the evolving representation of gay and lesbian families, it also suggested that other elements, such as sound or color, could also contribute, particularly in video formats; Building on this, their current study examined same-sex marriage advertisements using a multimodal framework that integrates text, images and spoken words as video that effectively fosters an understanding of gay and lesbian family identities among children.
Goldberg and Kuvalanka (2012) established through his research that two-thirds of his participants that were the children of lesbian, gay and bisexual parents supported their marriage equality; This support was significantly influenced by the awareness they gained through social media about same-sex couple families.
LGBT parents use social media to assess their safety compared to others and carefully manage the privacy of their families; the author introduces 'incidental advocacy' which explains how the LGBT parents' everyday social media activity is viewed as advocacy, even if that's not their intention; the study focuses on the timing and the social context of LGBT parents' online posts, emphasizing how social media design can encourage progress; moreover it also stresses the need to protect privacy boundaries for individuals and communities, especially during periods of social change. (Blackwell et al., 2016)
Díez and Dion (2018) discovered a strong link between media exposure and increased support for same-sex marriage (SSM) in Latin America; as media coverage, particularly on digital platforms, grew in 2009, it helped challenge stereotypes and broaden public understanding of homosexuality, leading to greater support for SSM; their study revealed that internet use, with its wider range of viewpoints, had a stronger impact on support for same-sex marriage than traditional media, suggesting that increased internet exposure fosters more liberal attitudes, especially in democratic societies.
In 1996, Friends made a breakthrough by featuring a same-sex couple, Carol and Susan, and their wedding, a significant moment given that same-sex marriage was not yet legalized, offering a rare, televised representation of LGBT love that challenged societal norms. Although still relying on stereotypes and banned in some parts of the U.S., the episode’s cultural impact has contributed to today’s generation normalizing same-sex marriage in the 21st century. (Miskimmin, 2022)
In India, where homophobia is widespread, online platforms provide LGBTQ individuals with a vital sense of community, especially when they lack support from their families; LGBTQ people turn to Facebook to connect with others, share experiences, and express themselves; Platforms like Gaysi, Gaylaxy, and Queer Ink create spaces for these connections, while many LGBTQ influencers actively work to raise awareness and build a supportive digital network.(Dimri and Goswami, 2019)
Social Media has remarkably amplified same-sex couple advocacy towards starting a family, building community, providing a platform for visibility and policy influence; Social Media campaigns like Hashtag LoveWins demonstrated the power of platforms like Twitter and Instagram to galvanize public support; the hashtag celebrated the U.S. supreme court's decision on marriage equality, reaching millions globally and highlighting the role of digital tools in creating awareness. (LGBTQ Nation, 2023)
In 2017, Taipei's 15th Pride parade, with over 100,000 attendees, marked a significant moment for Same-sex couples’ rights in Taiwan, coinciding with the Highest Court's support for same-sex marriage earlier that year; however, public opinion remained divided, with inconsistent poll results via online—71% support in 2015 versus nearly equal support and opposition in 2016—leading to political hesitancy and scholarly debates on polling methods online; the article advocates analyzing social media comments to better understand public sentiment, as these platforms reveal diverse, nuanced perspectives that go beyond simple survey data; by using social media, activists can identify trends, tackle polarization, and develop strategies to further LGBTQ+/same-sex couples’ rights in Taiwan. (Taiwan Insight, 2018)
Social media has not only played a key role in driving legal reforms but has also contributed to a cultural transformation that fosters increased acceptance and knowledge of diverse family structures; through online platforms, same-sex couples and their advocates have been able to challenge societal norms, helping to normalize varied family models and promote a broader understanding of equality.(Gibson, Routledge, 2018)
Pan, Meng and Zhou (2010) conducted a content analysis of ideological framing in news coverage of same-sex marriage, finding that The New York Times emphasized equality in its stories, while The Chicago Tribune focused more on human morality; this aligns with Baunach's (2011) observation that equality frames are often used by those supporting same-sex marriage.

3. [bookmark: _Int_UYuSXwb0]Policies and Challenges for Same-Sex Couple Families: Legal Recognition, Advocacy and the influence of Social Media:
Social policies in the U.S affected LGBTQ families and this highlighted the need for more attention from the public through media; more importantly the findings were shared with the lesbian community and participants in the social media to reveal important details about family life and challenges related to marriage ideals; the goal was to change how lesbian families are viewed and support marriage equality for everyone.(Daly, 2003)
Social media has been instrumental in raising awareness about laws and rights for same-sex couples, particularly in advocating for their recognition as families; Laws recognizing relationships within same-sex parent families are particularly crucial, encompassing civil unions or marriages between parents and legal parent-child relationships through adoption; Adoption rights may include jointly adopting a non-biological child or adopting a partner's child (second-parent adoption). However, inconsistencies in legal frameworks mean that some countries recognize marriages but not parent-child relationships or make marriage a prerequisite for adoption; these disparities often leave same-sex families without adequate legal protection, highlighting the need for comprehensive and inclusive laws to ensure equality and security for all family members. (Siegel et al., 2021)
Taipei Times (2017) reported, Taipei's 15th LGBT Pride Parade drew over 123,000 participants, highlighting a key moment in Taiwan's LGBTQ+ /same-sex couples' rights movement; this followed the May 24 ruling by the Council of Grand Justices, declaring it unconstitutional to deny same-sex couples the right to marry and urging lawmakers to amend the Civil Code within two years; while the delay in legalizing same-sex marriage frustrated many, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) stalled on the issue to balance the views of both supporters and opponents; the parade also promoted inclusive sex education to reduce discrimination, despite opposition from conservative groups, and emphasized the need for societal change in understanding sexual diversity; therefore. the Taipei times served as a platform to raise awareness about the issue and foster support for marriage equality, promoting inclusivity for same-sex couples.
Social media facilitates real-time discussions that can shift public opinion and policy; For instance, President Obama's 2012 endorsement of same-sex marriage, widely shared online, reflected and encouraged growing societal support for LGBTQ+ and same-sex couple’s rights. Platforms provide safe spaces for same-sex couples and LGBTQ+ individuals and allies to connect, share experiences, and mobilize for change; online groups and forums have been pivotal in creating a sense of belonging and empowering grassroots advocacy efforts. (Reeves Hampton, 2024)
Barron’s News has been a tool in showcasing the hardships of same-sex couples in starting a family; same-sex couples face substantial hurdles in building families due to legal restrictions surrounding adoption, fertility treatments, and surrogacy. Only about 20% of countries globally allow same-sex couples to adopt, and many nations, particularly in Europe, prohibit surrogacy. For instance, countries like France, Germany, and Italy ban surrogacy, while Thailand and India have recently tightened regulations. Even in places where surrogacy is permitted, such as Canada and parts of the U.S., the legal status of the parents can become uncertain when returning to countries with restrictive policies like Italy and Russia. A few countries, including South Africa, Israel, and Cuba, do allow gay couples access to surrogacy, but many others lack clear policies, making the process of family-building complex for same-sex couples (Agence France Presse, 2023).
It is noteworthy that same-sex couples have gained legal recognition for their marriages, access to adoption rights, and the ability to jointly raise children; for example the U.S. Supreme Court's legalization of same-sex marriage in 2015 was partly fueled by online activism, including campaigns of platforms like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram which enabled widespread support and helped shift public opinion.(Krickova, Oxford Academic, 2023)
The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 received royal assent on 17 July 2013, granting same-sex couples in England and Wales the legal right to marry, marking a significant milestone in the advancement of LGBT+ rights (UK Government, 2013).


4. Policy and Practice: Social Media’s Role in Advancing Rights and Access to Government Benefits for the Same-Sex Couple families:
Digregorio (2016) observes that lesbian mothers in the U.S. encounter challenges that expose shortcomings in marriage equality policies, which often fail to accommodate the needs of diverse family structures; legal struggles, such as guardianship rights and insufficient family support for marginalized families, underscore these gaps while the limited protections afforded by marriage highlight an uncertainty toward the traditional framework; these findings stress the need for broader, more inclusive policies to support diverse families and address the inequalities they experience.
Taylor (2015) reports in the U.S. News that the legalization of same-sex marriage has granted couples access to spousal benefits under Social Security, streamlined estate planning and removed the previous necessity for filing state and federal tax returns differently; additionally, nationwide recognition of same-sex marriage ensures that couples can legally divorce, a right they previously lacked, including equitable division of property, which was only available to heterosexual couples before the Supreme Court ruling.
Social media has been instrumental in raising awareness about the federal benefits available to same-sex couples in the U.S; It has highlighted how these couples now have equal access to a variety of federal benefits, including those related to Social Security, taxes, and veterans' services. Same-sex couples can receive survivor and retirement benefits, as well as dependent benefits if a spouse becomes disabled; the repeal of DOMA allows them to file joint tax returns and benefit from federal estate and gift tax exemptions. Veterans' benefits, including health insurance, educational assistance, and VA loans, are also available. Additionally, same-sex spouses can access immigration benefits and federal employee benefits like health care and pensions (McCall, 2023)
In Scotland, information about benefits and rights for same-sex couples is readily accessible online through Advice Guide established by Citizen Advice Bureau , and social media plays a key role in keeping them informed and updated on their rights and benefits; it provides details to same-sex couples including those in civil partnerships on various benefits and rights, such as claiming means-tested benefits or tax credits as a couple, extra financial support like bereavement benefits and pensions, and housing rights including tenancy transfers and property ownership adjustments. They also gain workplace protections, inheritance rights exempt from inheritance tax, tax advantages like transferring assets without Capital Gains Tax, and next-of-kin recognition for legal and medical decisions. These rights enhance equality and security for same-sex couples in civil partnerships. (Citizen Advice Bureau, 2013)
In conclusion. social media plays a pivotal role in shaping public perceptions of family structures, especially regarding same-sex couple families, by offering a platform for visibility, advocacy and policy influence. By examing these representations through theory, policy and practice, we can better understand how social media contributes to societal inclusivity and the evolution of family dynamics.


Appendix 1: Image 1: 
The Inadequate and Negative portrayal of Same-sex couple Families by social media:
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(Freepik, 2024)









Appendix 2: Image 2: 
Theoretical Perspectives on the Slow Evolution of Social Media’s Role in Positively representing Same-sex couple families and Promoting inclusivity:
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(The Conversation, 2021)                      (Babylist, 2024)







Appendix 3: Image 3: 
Policies and Challenges for Same-Sex Couple Families: Legal Recognition, Advocacy and the influence of social media:
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(Times of India, 2023)                     (Dreamstime.com, 2024)
















Appendix 4: Image 4: 
Policy and Practice: Social Media’s Role in Advancing Rights and Access to Government Benefits for the Same-Sex Couple families:
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