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Throughout this essay I will be evaluating and reflecting on my personal contribution to developing the literacy skills of the children within my classroom setting, this will be based upon the on video submitted of the Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson. The Philosophy of education relies on developmental psychology. How educators, teachers and support staff organise classrooms, design curriculums and deliver context informed by their understand of how children process and internalise the knowledge. This reflection argues that functional literacy is not only a technical skill but is a cognitive milestone that requires tailoring for the classroom intervention to include every learner. This essay will evaluate how the historic nature v’s nurture debate maps onto English development, it will challenge Special Educational Need and disabilities barriers through the lens of the four key areas outlined in the UK SEND Code of Practice (2015) and applies the structural vulnerability of the Elkan communication chain. This essay will show data from the National Literacy Trust. A student’s ability to navigate, interpret and reshape the world around them is a definitive baseline for a child’s economical future.
Both theorists Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky reject the behaviourist view of the child as a passive bucket that needs to fill up with vocabulary and information and both support alternative models, such as Piaget, individual constructivism cognitive readiness to discover and Vygotsky, Social constructivism Scaffolding model. Piaget theory of cognitive development states that a child’s capacity to use language to understand complex symbols confined by their internal learning age. Learning is an individualistic journey where the child acts as an independent explorer. He believed that learning happens in the zone of proximal development. Vygotsky believed that the scaffolding approach is also critical to support learning. Emphasizing on collaboration, group discussions, debates, and peer assisted reading. Both theories change the system so that the classroom fits the learner, rather than forcing learners to follow a rigid model. The story I choose for the classroom is the book The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson. It follows a tiny sea snail who wants to see the world. A giant humpback whale lets her hitch a ride on his tail. Together they see amazing things. My reasoning for choosing this book is because the book focuses inclusion, teamwork and coping with differences. During my story telling of the book, I included every child by creating snail head wear to create a sense of inclusion for every child throughout the story. I also purchased the soft toy of the whale and the tiny sea snail as a visual aid including the picture book. Throughout the story I asked the children questions about the book and one child was able to recite similes’ as he was aware of the story. He was enthusiastic and enjoying holding the soft toy throughout. On reflection I gave the soft toy to the children to soon as which created a distraction from the story itself. In addition, during recording there was another classroom distractions which was a phone ringing which also created a distraction from the story. Upon reflection I could have used a more private room and setup recording myself. The children have diverse needs in our classroom and splitting the session into two groups would have been a better option. Asking the question where does language come from? The old debate nature v’s nurture debates whether we are born with our language skills or if we learn them from our environment. Chomsky argues regarding nature that the human brain is programmed for speech, he believed babies have a built-in tool that helps them learn grammar rules automatically. In contrast B.F Skinner believed the nurture argument, that babies learn words through imitation and rewards. Today we know it is a mix of both. Children are born with the ability to speak but they need a warm chatty environment to grow their vocabulary. The SEN code of practice splits learning challenges into four principal areas. Each one can make reading, writing, and speaking harder for a child. Communication and interaction include conditions like autism. Children struggle to understand jokes and facial expressions. Cognition and learning include conditions like dyslexia. Children find it hard to match letters and shapes to the sound they make, which slows down their reading. Social, emotional, and mental health includes children dealing with high anxiety or stress and cannot focus their brain on reading. They may shut down in the classroom setting. Lastly sensory and physical needs are fundamental as children with hearing loss or vision loss might miss classroom discussions or they may struggle to see the text on the page. Additionally, the Elklan communication chain. Dallas, K (2022) was split into two halves for SEN children who are struggling. Trained educators use a ten-step chain to see exactly where communication breaks down. For example, receptive language includes, look, hear, remember, understanding words, understanding sentences. Leading onto expressive language, creating ideas, finding words, sentence rules, can the child put the correct words into sentence in the correct order, speak, and check. Another effective strategy for learning literacy is the foundational literacy method Phonics, designed to teach children how to read and write by connecting the sounds of spoken language to the written letters and symbols that represent them. It transforms written text from what looks like a random collection of shapes to a predicable code. The primary skills taught in the phonics programme are, decoding, by identifying the individual sound within a written word and blending them together. Encoding for spelling within phonics is listening to a spoken word, breaking it down into individual sounds, and translating those sounds into the correct letters or letter combinations. Phonics is widely regarded by educators and literacy researchers as the most effective method for teaching foundational reading, this can be used for children with extra challenges at any age. While synthetic phonics is the primary method in schools, educators often combine it with other strategies to build comprehensive reading. The analytical approach is where children analyse whole words to identify phonemic patterns. Children learn the word families, for example, mat, cat, sat. Children also use known words to decode unfamiliar ones. For example, if the child knows the word night, the teacher will then show them the word fright or bright. With visual clues children use illustrations on the page to help identify the correct word, linking the story directly to the image. Additionally, the whole word approach, look and say, teaches children to recognise entire words as visual units without breaking them down. It relies heavily on flashcards and repetition to build a large sight vocabulary for high frequency words. Shared and guided reading is a popular method, teachers read high quality text aloud, modelling fluency and comprehensive expression. Children track the text, discuss the vocabulary and practice comprehensive strategies in small groups. Department for Education (2023) Furthermore, the big picture facts from the National Literacy Trust shows that reading and writing are not just for passing school tests, they can change a child’s entire life. Recent data shows that since 2019 the numbers of parents who ready daily to their child toddlers has dropped from seventy six percent to forty six percent. Because of this drop over 185,000 five-year-olds start primary school with severe speech and language delay. Also, the data shows that adults who cannot read face a much higher risk of poor health as they cannot read medicine labels or health forms. Children from deprived areas live up to twenty-six years less than children from wealthy areas of society. National Literacy trust (2018). In my research I also discovered interesting data, that poor literacy skills lead to lower paid jobs. In conclusion literacy matters for every child. Literacy is much more than just a list of separate skills like spelling words and sounding out letters or writing neat sentences. In schools today reading, writing, and speaking is a basic human right. It affects a child’s health and happiness and their whole future. Teaching literacy well means looking at the whole child as a person who is growing up in a specific social world. We cannot separate language from real life, and we cannot teach it well without mixing it into other school subject like science, history, or math. This cross -curricular approach gives words real meaning and purpose. By bringing together different ideas teachers can create a powerful way to run a classroom. When we bring together these ideas into real classrooms teachers must look closely at individual differences and learning barriers. Using helpful tool like the Elklan communication chain this allows teachers to look past frustrating or naught behaviour in the classroom. Instead, they can identify the exact step where communication breaks down. This careful checking is vital for supporting children with Special Educational Needs. By understanding the four key areas of need in the UK law, communication, mental health, and physical needs teachers can stop giving generic tasks and start making specific helpful changes for each child. Department for Education and Department of Heath 2015. This ensures that children facing extra challenges participate in all exciting projects. Furthermore, the shocking facts published by the National literacy Trust shows us that literacy is a major crisis across the whole country, not just in schools. Because of this teaching a child to communicate is not just about ticking a box. It is a matter of life, safety, and fairness. Schools must step up and turn classrooms into friendly, talk filled places to fix the gaps caused by the lack of reading at home. In the end teachers do not just teach just teach children how to pass a spelling test or fill out worksheets. They are giving children the mental tools they need to understand, question, and change their world. Reading and writing are the best ways to escape poverty and move up in life. By committing to a supportive, chatty, and connected school curriculum teachers can break down unfair barriers, give a voice to vulnerable children, and ensure every single child no matter where they start in life gets a fair chance to think, speak, read, write, and thrive. To ensure the future of literacy schools must build stronger partnerships with parents and care givers. We cannot solve the literacy crisis through classroom instruction alone. By providing families with simple assessable reading strategies and free books, we can help bridge the language gap before children even step through the school gates, ultimately when teachers and families and communities work together, they can create a complete safety net that protects the child right to learn. This collaborative effort ensures no child is left in the background. Investing in children literacy secures and brighter fairer future for everyone.
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