Access to the Internet has increased the occurrence of unfair practice at British universities. Discuss.

Introduction

There is no doubt that internet is a tool with infinite possibilities of use. It has improved the ways of communication in all spheres. One’s financial life has been completely changed by the internet. Nowadays, it is possible to manage his or her bank account online 24 hours a day and to track the changes in the world’s economy with just one click. However, the invention of internet has created some opportunities for those who do not play by the rules. Hackers are a good example of the bad side of the internet. It is necessary to be very careful when someone puts his or her personal data on websites; otherwise, this person can have numerous problems because of hackers.  It can be no less different in the educational field in Britain. The internet in Britain can be a strong tool for both students and educators if well used, yet the access to the internet can also increase the unfair practice in British universities.
Paragraph 1

As suggested by Pasch and Norsworthy (2001), the increase of information on internet has created new opportunities and possibilities for teachers. As the editors observe, internet can be everywhere, can have different voices and languages, and can have different faces and opinions. Those factors are useful to attract the students’ attention and make them more interested in a subject. They point out other facilities, which have been created by internet, such as online museums and galleries from around the world, historical figures or events, among others. Their ideas are reinforced by Nelson (2008), who also states that with the use of internet “there are times when the teacher is asked to step aside and become an intellectual guide or facilitator”.  Thus, by using the internet, British teachers can improve their classes and involve their students in many different ways.
Paragraph 2

The advent of the internet has given British students far more possibilities as well. According to Davis (2009), the internet is a tool which can be exploited to take discussions beyond the classroom. Students can use it, for example, for online discussion, or to create a course blog. Currently, students keep in touch with their classmates or teachers by email, and it enables them to clarify doubts during weekends, public holidays, or any other moment where, in the past, they would have to wait for the next class. It is general knowledge that it is possible to find everything on internet. Any subject that a student needs to study or research, he or she can search on internet and find many different views on the same subject, different ideas pertaining to the same subject, and different sources related to the subject. Students can go further than studying only in the classroom with the numerous possibilities of the internet.
Paragraph 3

On the other hand, the internet has created opportunities for people who are not concerned about moral and ethical principles. Nowadays, the use of the internet for unfair practice has greatly preoccupied the universities in Britain. During every term, many cases of plagiarism or wrong uses of sources occur at British universities. As noted by Lathrop, K. Foss and K.E. Foss (2000), many students think that cheating is not a serious problem for anyone, and the authors state that many educators think the same; technology has made plagiarism even easier. The student does not need to even rewrite what the author wrote; he or she just uses commands like “Ctrl+C, Ctrl+V”, and copy someone else’s work. Scanlon and Neumann (2002) argue that the sharp increase in dishonesty among students that has happened throughout the last decade is specifically caused by factors directly related to internet. With so many texts in so many languages on internet, a student who does not want to do his or her own work can just translate someone else’s work from another language to his or her mother tongue and present it as if it were his or her own work. The possibilities on internet are too numerous to mention, and those people of bad character can always find new methods to use this remarkable tool unfairly.
Conclusion 

It is conclusive that the internet is a powerful tool that has come to change our lives forever. The possibilities that have been created by internet are unquestionable. Moreover, its applications in the academic field are fantastic. The communication between students and educator has had a significant improvement. The variety of sources possible to find on the internet on any subject has greatly enhanced our knowledge. Nonetheless, some British students have been using the internet to cheat and to portray someone else’s works as their own. Very often students in Britain are caught plagiarizing texts from the internet, but the universities are aware of this sort of abuse on the internet and are taking preventive measures.
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