


The DDSA 2020 changed the way in which you can now get a divorce. The DDSA 2020 was introduced so that conflict between couples that are either married or in a civil partnership was reduced as stated in (LexisNexis), the DDSA made significant alterations to the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 and the Civil Partnership Act 2004.
The CPA 2004 was brought into effect to give same sex couples the chance to obtain legal recognition of their relationship according to (Legislation.gov.uk) this also ensures that legal consequences are set out, this is including both the rights and responsibilities of civil partners.
A civil partnership as defined by (citizens advice) is a legal relationship which can only be registered if the two people are not related. A civil partnership is not just available to couples of the opposite sex but also same sex couples, it just means that registering your relationship as a civil partnership gives it legal recognition.
Divorce is defined as legally ending your marriage, meaning that you are no longer legally bound to your partner. Stated in (Childlawadvice) there are other alternatives to divorce such as an annulment or judicial separation. Slater Gordon Lawyers state that the difference between divorce and an annulment is that when you have an annulment by law it means your marriage never took place and it is classed as null and void, however with a divorce it just essentially dissolves the marriage.
(Allen and Chambers, 2022) said that due to the new DDSA 2020 people who are married or in civil partnerships are no longer obliged to prove any allegations of such wrongdoing that shows the breakdown of the relationship. 
Although in some cases according to (Duffield et al, 2022) in some cases were the other partner or spouse has left the home and then later on disappears without any trace at all. In such cases the person who has is the petitioner can apply to the courts for the marriage to be dissolved, they must do this under s 1 of the Presumption of Death Act 2013 for a declaration that the person is presumed to be dead. The court will make their decision based on the facts under s 1 of the PDA 2013 and if they feel that they are satisfied that this person has in fact passed away, this will only be valid if the person has in fact died or is believed to be alive within at least a seven-year period, the effect of this declaration will be the end of the marriage.
(Humphreys, 2020) stated that the under the law that was current there must be grounds for divorce, in order for one to be granted a divorce there must be reasonable proof of one of the following, adultery which is where your spouse  has had sex with someone else, unreasonable behaviour  meaning that your partner has been behaving in such a way that you feel you can no longer live with them, desertion where your partner has left you without any agreement with no good reason, this meaning they intend to end your relationship for at least two years, being separated for two years with the agreement of the other person or five years of separation with no consent being required.
 Under the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 when either or both partiers of a marriage can apply for a court order which will dissolve their marriage on the grounds that it has broken down and is irretrievable, the application must at all times be accompanied by a statement from the applicant or applicants that said marriage has broken down. This is subject to section 3.
 (Linnitts Solicitors) stated that there is really only one legal ground for divorce and that being that the marriage has broken down.
In other instances when you decide not to end your marriage but legally separate there are things you should not do if the separation is permanent for example, do not leave from your family home before you have gotten legal advice, it may be that it is more suitable for your partner to leave the property instead or you may even be able to file for an injunction order which then requires them to leave as stated in Lexis Nexis (2021).
(Parliament UK) stated that before 1914 it was rare that anybody would get a divorce, this was due to it being essentially classed as immoral behaviour and it was also restricted by its expense and mainly done by the rich. 
(Morgan, 2023) stated that along with the laws changing to help make the divorce process less difficult for couples who are separating, the new law will also aim to help victims of domestic abuse who are trapped by the other person challenging said proceedings which contest the divorce, under the new law of no-fault divorce removes one’s ability to contest said actions. Payne Hicks Beach (2022), state that is important to remember that even though the DDSA 2020 deals with no-fault divorce it still remains that the law on finances has not changed and still will be dealt with in a separate manor. It was stated that with the new law on no- fault divorce would essentially mean that these proceedings would begin in an environment that was less bitter. 
According to (GOV.UK) when agreeing on financial aspects of the divorce proceedings you must decide on the things you are dividing such as your pension, property this can be housing or even a car, any kind of savings and investments.
Stated on Gov.uk if you and your ex-spouse cannot come to an agreement on how to divide your finances you can request that the court make a financial order which is otherwise known as a contested route. Before this can happen you, both must attend a meeting which is known as mediation which essentially means you have a neutral third party that will help assist both of the disputing parties and help them work toward a negotiation in the form of settlement of said dispute.
Pepper (2021) wrote that in the case White v White they had been married over 30 years during that time they bought a farmhouse that had 160 acres of land, and both worked to make the farm succeed. The wife’s main role was to care for their three children while the husband was then main person responsible for keeping the farm up and running, the case was taken to the House of lords, and they came to the decision that there should be no bias in favour of the sole earner against the wife who is the homemaker. Campion solicitors stated that the overall agreement from this settlement was that Mrs White would take home 2/5 of the shared assets from their marital pot, the court also decided it was unfair for Mrs White to transfer her half of the property to Mr White.
Jaggard-Inglis (2023), stated that there are positive and negatives to having no fault divorce in place some of which are, the DDSA removes any potential for unnecessary conflict this being that neither party who are involved take any blame for the end of said relationship, giving couples the option to apply for divorce together so that neither person takes the lead, it also makes the divorce process easier for some as it helps make it easier for couples to work together due to there being less conflict. There are also negatives which are that the process takes significantly less time as most divorces used to take six months or more and now, they are over in less time which means that the arrangements for dividing finances and making arrangements for the children will go on for longer as they are far more complex to deal with, it is also said that it means that nobody has to take responsibility for the relationship coming to an end  but in most cases the other partner will want the other person to take responsibility for the actions which caused the relationship to end. 
The human rights act 1998 can come into play here as Moseley (2020) wrote that the DDSA erodes a person’s human rights as it undermines the faithful’s parties’ rights due to them possibly being vulnerable. this can either be down to them having a long-term illness or even other challenges such as a disability. It also breaks down the right to a private life.
However, when dealing with children and divorce they are separate and remain unaffected by this change in the law Griffin (2022) wrote that when the DDSA came into effect it being no fault encouraged a more civil starting point for making arrangements for the child or children, parents who are separating are encouraged to reach an agreement on this matter outside the court.  The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 comes into play when focusing on children during divorce or separation and this is because it was put in place for same sex couples. (NGA Law, 2016) stated that the uk law surrounding frozen embryos is based on both parties consent rather than having an agreement, this meaning that both the egg and sperm doner must provide the facility with written consent for them to be able to store the embryo. This means that they can change or even vary their consent at any given time this is only as long as the embryos have not been placed into the woman. This means that if an embryo is in storage and one party withdraws their consent a twelve-month cooling period begins meaning after such time the embryos will be destroyed if the other party has not changed their mind.

In conclusion the DDSA 2020 has both a positive and negative effect on divorce as it currently stands both the new and old law has its faults, it’s good that it is easier for people to leave a marriage if they want to for reasons such as domestic violence, as said earlier no-fault divorce aims to reduce conflict and does so without assigning blame on either party. It also helps to recognize that though people may get married sometimes they do not work out for reasons that are considered to be no-fault. Meanwhile that being said no-fault divorce can be seen as an easier way out as you can divorce without having to address all the problems which were underlying and lead to this point.  No- fault divorce is also better for the child or children who are involved as it helps create a smoother separation being that it is non- fault, parents are able to communicate better as with nobody taking the blame the environment is less hostile. It is important to note that all marriages are different and as people not one person is the same all situations are different and get handled differently.
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