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1: INTRODUCTION

In this report, the hazards of the scenario will be discussed and assessed, what methods were used and what legislations can be put in place to avoid further hazards.  A risk assessment is a methodical process for assessing the hazards associated with a planned activity or project (Health and Safety Executive, 2019).  Following on from the report, a risk assessment will be carried out to prevent accidents and injuries that may occur again in the future.  Risk assessments not only raise awareness to reduce the risk, but they also minimise the likelihood of any other incidents.  Risk asessments also include taking steps to stop the hazards from happening that could save individuals lives (UNISON, 2024).  Research shows that hazrads can include slips and trips, challenging behaviour, violence and scalding and burning (Health snd Safety Executive, 2024).  The situation that will be risk assessed in this report will be a fundraising event that is scheduled to take place at the local hospital that will include several activites.  The activities include a bake sale, raffle and a musician as a form of entertainment. 
	



2: METHOD
[bookmark: _Hlk499540418]
Research shows that a risk is the likelihood or possibility of suffering harm, injury, loss, or any other unfavourable event brought on by internal or external vulnerabilities that can be prevented by taking preventative measures (Health and Safety Executive 2019).  The method used in this risk assessment is risk management.  Risk management is a method that makes it possible to comprehend and proactively manage both specific risk occurrences and total risk, maximising opportunities and outcomes while reducing dangers in order to maximise success (Sarfraz and Ivascu, 2021).  According to the author, risk management is a method in a risk assessment which is provided with a structured framework for assessing and recognising and decreasing risk ar appropriate times for health care organsiations.  The author also highlights that putting risk management in place in health care organisations improves their resources, decisions, patient safety, reputation and their performance (Ferdosi, Rezayatmand and Taleghani, 2020).  Following on from this, mitigation is one of the biggest key methods in risk management to ensuring patient safety in healthcare.  Mitigation is the process of reducing something's intensity or pain (Altomonte, 2022).  There are 4 different types of avoidance, accept, transfer and monitoring.  For avoidance, it is completely avosing the activity that comes with potential risk to the patients, this is a good method if the impact of the risk is very high.  For acceptance, is accepting the risk and their consequences without taking actions to try and mitigate the situation, this Is a good method if the risks are low.  For transfer, this includes placing the risk somewhere else, this is good if the risk is potentially high.  Mitigation reduces the harm of a certain risk which can involves taking certain measures to decrease the likelihood of the risk occurring and putting plans in place to mitigate the risk if the risk does take place (PowerDMS, 2020)
During the report, there was a that of key hazards that was risk assessed as the fundraiser that took place came with various activities that can be hazarderous to many patients.  An example of a hazard would be slips, trips and falls that would be a high risk.  More examples that health care workers may come across during the fundraiser and the activities would be, allergies, too many patients, poor planning and preparation and medical conditions of patients.  For slips, trips and falls, allergies, too many patients and medical conditions of the patients, these risks involved would affect the patients.  However, poor planning and preparation and too many patients would affect the healthcare staff as it is there responsibilitiy to ensure patient safety and that the risks do not occur.  Trying to avoid risks before they occur would ensure patient safety and would improve patient and staff relationships through trust and security.  Patient safety is key principle in this case as it decreases harm to patients, ensures trust and impacts health outcomes in a positive manner (World health Organisation, 2023).  As the fundraiser includes many different activities, the planning and preparation is one of the most important points to also ensure patients are safe and do not get hurt.  Other examples of hazards that may occur are chemical hazards and manual handling (Murphy, 2022).
In this risk assessment, there are 5 different risks that were assessed.  The risks were assessed by identifying the hazards that could occur in the fundraiser and during the activities, discuss the likeliness of a patient or staff member getting harmed and the seriousness of the risk and taking the right actions to stop the hazard or control the risk.  By risk assessing, the prevention of the hazards were also stated, in order to reduce the risk of the hazards occurring (Taylor, 2022).
The main risk that was assessed was slips, trips and falls.  Slips, trips and falls can be very high risk as there are a lot of individuals in one place,  that could be using wheelchairs, walking sticks and crutches.  As there is a food stall, there could be food on the floor, drinks being spilled and not enough staff to clean it up and to make sure that there is no packaging in the way of patients.  To prevent patients from slipping on food, there should be a certain area just for eating and a lot of bins that are accessible to stop food from going on the floor.  Another suggestion could be hiring a cleaner as it is a big event, to clean up each area regularly to prevent slips, trips ansd falls.  To prevent patients and staff from slipping on liquid that has been spilled on the floor, is to have a good amount of paper towels around the fundraising event so that it is easily accessible for anyone to clean up.  Another suggestion could be the cleaner as it would be more useful and nobody involved in the fundraiser would have to worry about cleaning up everything, this also would reduce the mess.  A disadvantage of this would be the financial side and would have to be planned properly. 
The second hazard that was assessed was allergies.  Allergies can also be a very high risk as a lot of the food that was sold at the food stall that did contain nuts, eggs, dairy, wheat and gluten.  These ingreidents are very regular to have as an allergy which makes it a higher risk to the patients.  To prevent patients from getting anaphylactic shock or getting harmed, a poster should be produced by the company making the food, that all products being sold may contain nuts, eggs, dairy, wheat and gluten.  Anaphylactic shock is an allergic reaction that is severe and possibly life – threatning, most individuals with severe allergies have an epi pen to relax their muscles in their airways to help them breathe properly (Gardner, 2016).  
The third hazard can be too many patients.  This hazard can be easily resolved and can be prevented to help staff shortages, as if the fundraiser is properly planned, staff would put the patients in certain groups.  This would then prevent the risks of falls, spillages, and any harm that would happen as there will be enough staff to care for a small group of patients.  Another example of prevention would be putting the patients in time slots.  For example, patients on ward 1 and 2 can enjoy the fundraiser from 1 oclock to 3 oclock.  This would also prevent any harm as there will be enough staff to care for the patients.  Staff shortages are one of the biggest problems in healthcare, by putting patients in small groups, this will reduce the risks of any hazards as staff will be there for safety and care at all times (Hooiveld, 2021)
The fourth hazard can be medical conditions of the patients.  An example of this would be some patients may need a wheelchair, other may need a walking stick and many patients may need crutches.  This can be a severe hazard as the may only be stairs and no other accessible way.  To prevent this, clear walkways, ramps and soft concrete can be put in place.  This will then also prevent slips and falls.  It is a human right for a patient to be able to join in and use their wheelchair, walking stick or crutches, if they were to go to the fundraiser without it, it can cause falls which is another hazard (Sutton and McCormack, 2019)
The fifth hazard can be poor planning and preparation.  This can be a huge hazard in a fundraiser as, for example, the musicisian may be too loud and it can cause certain patients to feel overstimulated and have a panic attack.  Examples to prevent poor planning would include taking the time to provide ramps for patients in wheelchairs, checking everyones allergies, providing the correct foods In the food stall, making checklists to ensure staff are organised and making sure the musicisan is the right volume for all patients who are listening.


3:  COMPLIANCE

From reviewing and assessing the risk assessment, there are compliances with legislations and regulatory bodies.  For example, Health and Safety at Work Act 1974.  The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 is legislation that covers occupational health and safety in Britian.  Their goal is to make sure that staff supply a safe and caring environment and ensure that patients receive their own, individual care plans.  The legislation also look out for their staff by the health care employers ensuring the health and safety of their staff to provide a positive working environment (Health and Safety Executive, 2020).  The legislation also provides a legal duty of care for employers and employees and their duty is to provide safety, have the correct information, training and supervision and have a wrriten record of the health and safety policy (Scott, 2021).  An example of this, relating to the scenario would be poor planning and preparation.  With the legislation in place, staff members will be able to properly plan the fundraiser as they need to follow plans and procedures to ensure there are not hazards. 
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An example of a regulatory body would be Health Inspectorate Wales (HIW).  The goal of HIW is to offer impartial, independent assurance on the efficacy, safety, and quality of healthcare services.  They also makes suggestions to healthcare organisations in an effort to foster progress (Private Healthcare Information Network, 2022).  An example of this would be  ensuring patient safety in the fundraiser so no patients slip and have any allergic reactions.    HIW is also put in place to make suggestions to the  healthcare service about their work to help with staff individual progress by regularly inspecting if staff provide safe.  According to research, HIW inspect NHS services to disccuss any areas that need improving to assure good quality care and safety (Health Inspectorate Wales, 2024).  For example,  HIW would do an inspection before the fundraiser starts to ensure there are accessible walkways for everyone, no boxes in the way, enough space for everyone to fit and to just ensure it is safe.  This will then avoid hazards as HIW would hgihlights these concerns in order for the staff to make changes.  Following polices and procedures is very important for staff in the heralthcare service as it protects patients that they give care and support to.  Policies and procedures are also put in place to ensure the healthcare organisation are following regulatory bodies and legislations. (Power DMs, 2020)
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4. RISK ASSESSMENT REGISTER




	Ref
	Risk Description
	Likelihood of occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Impact of Risk occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Risk Score (Likelihood x Occurrence)
	Risk Severity (High, Medium, or Low)

	
1
	Slip, trips and falls
	4
	4
	16
	High

	
2
	Too many patients 
	3
	4
	12
	Medium

	
3
	Allergies 
	4
	5
	20
	High

	
4
	Medical conditions of patients 
	3
	3
	9
	Low

	
5
	Poor planning and preparation 
	4
	5
	20
	Medium












5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In conclusion, the findings show that slips, trips and falls would be one of the highest risks in the fundraising event.  It has shown that because food is being served and drinks that there is a more likely chance that slips, trips and falls will happen.  While conducting the risk assessment, it is highlighted that the way to prevent any hazards is to have good planning and preparation by following the correct legislations and regulatory bodies.  Additionally, Health Inspectorate Wales inspects NHS healthcare services to ensure staff are following the right policies and procedures.  HIW also help with areas that need improving during the inspection to help the staff members progess.  These methods that have been implemented are a key part of avoiding the risks.  Health and Sfety Executive (HSE) are also a regulatory body which inspects healthare services.  This is another example which gives staff guidance on different policies and procedures to ensure a positive care plan to patients (Health and Safety Executive, 2023)
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