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[bookmark: _Toc107777505]Introduction
How do students use technology to collaborate at UWSTD?
[bookmark: _Int_0w2ZZeab]In this assignment I will be looking at how students use technology to collaborate at UWSTD. I will also be looking to see if students are confident using technology and which app is most used. My hypothesis is that some students may find it difficult using technology at first as they have been out of education for many of years. However, after coming to university and learn a few things it will refresh their mind and they will be able to collaborate using technology freely and easily. We have carried out research as part of a team to find out if students are confident using technology to collaborate at UWSTD. I will be also looking at what happens almost use to collaborate in to share work at UWSTD.












[bookmark: _Toc107777506]Research design 
[bookmark: _Int_65t838Tf]The aim of the research was to record the findings of the following. Are students confident about using technology to collaborate at UWSTD? Also, to determine which App was used most. As most of the students were mature, we also investigated this briefly through class discussion. The findings in the group discussion showed that all students found that they were able to collaborate using technology. Moving forward, we focus on qualitative research to create a questionnaire/ survey for students to complete at UWTSD. How were participants selected? As a team, we discuss our methods together, we ensure we listen to our team briefs and work together to ensure all team members are included, to offer any support needed to our team. As a team, we were able to convey our questions and design, which allowed the participants to scan the QR code provided to gain access to the questionnaire where they were able to receive correct information for our research and complete the questionnaire with the intended response. From the data I have created, grafts showing the percentage of students at UWTSD and what platform most use. 
Please see the results on the page 8







[bookmark: _Toc107777507]Research Question
Firstly, we had a discussion as a group about which topics we would be researching. as a team we based our research on: Are students confident using technology to collaborate? Which App was the most use and how confidence are students sharing are collaborating using words, MS forms, one drive, excel and PowerPoint. From this research question we were able to collect data from the questionnaire. this result is show in the result on page. result for this question we create a questionnaire an ask students at UWTSD to scanned the QR code to give us accurate responses to our research. The information collected  was analysis using grafts to shows our results We base our research questions on as followed: WhatsApp, Microsoft Teams, Student email, Online Library, and Google Scholar/Search.
We also learn how to cheque our references and citation also to give credit to source and not plagiarise our work.














[bookmark: _Toc107777508]Method
Research to find out: Are students confident about using technology at UWTSD. Also, to find out what technology students are most comfortable using to collaborate with? Our methodology after discussing our team briefly, we decided to base our research on quantitative data. We created a questionnaire for students to complete at UWTSD. With this we also created a QR code. Where students scan to gain access to a questionnaire so we can get correct information for our research. From the data we have collaborated on, a graph showing the presence of students at UWSTD is most likely to be used. From data collected we were able to gain more understanding and knowledge of the topic to establish a cause-and-effect relationship. According to University of Sheffield (2022), “Qualitative research aims to look beyond numerical data to explore the nuances of a problem, or to investigate an area in greater depth”. 
The procedure and materials used to measure our variables were to create a survey, using open and close questions and rank questions, to get more clear and direct answers. I then go about characterising the response to identify analysis and patterns. With this information I got using Ms form, I was able to create charts using Excel, then copy my findings into Word showing my results. We have chosen these methods as research has proven our hypothesis. If I were to do this research again, to ask second year students, which also include the Likert scale.


  








[bookmark: _Toc107777509]Ethical Considerations
[bookmark: _Int_UVBFtGpJ]Honestly, firstly, when carrying out research, it is important to ask for permission, and ack with integrity, keep promises and agreements and be consistent throughout all communication. All communications related to research should be done with honesty and transparency. It is important to respect individual data, rights/ copyrights and other information containing sensitive information. When carrying out research, it is vital to have a good framework according to (Data Ethics Framework) (2020). “Individuals or organisations providing the data aware of how it will be used? If the user is repurposing data for analysis without individual consent.” This allows individuals the opportunity to change their mind, if needed, for permission. Also, using someone's work without giving them proper acknowledgement or credit for all contributions to research. 
[bookmark: _Int_ssBH63wb][bookmark: _Int_M3hCcHhE]Fairness, according to the (NHS Research Authority) “We have a duty to provide an efficient and robust ethics review service that maximises UK competitiveness for health research and maximises the return from investment in the UK, while protecting participants and researchers.” When carrying out socially sensitive research, it is especially essential that participants do not come to any arms anyway. They should not be forced against their will or discriminated against regarding their race, sex, religion, or background etc. Respect and dignity should be prioritised with full consent given. It is also important to protect individual privacy with an adequate level of confidentiality regarding the research. This information should not be misleading.






Results
In my analysis  I have insert charts showing my results
[image: ]
Figure 1 – Results for Q1- 
Have you ever avoided using technology to collaborate?
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Figure – 2 Results for Q2- Do you feel you can progress without using technology within UWTSD?
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Figure – 3 Results for Q3- Rank these applications which may be used to collaborate, in order of how confident you are in using them.
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Figure – 4 Results for Q4- 
Rank these One Drive applications in order of how confident you feel when using them.
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Figure – 5 Results for Q5- How do you feel about the following statements?

 























[bookmark: _Toc107777511]Discussion
[bookmark: _Int_2892A6GZ][bookmark: _Int_y1JRi3Dv]We discussed how we will ensure that the data we collected will be used in an ethical way. While we were collecting the data that we needed for the research, we had   ethical consideration for the individual that was taking part in our questionnaire. We did not fabricate or deceive anyone. We briefly introduce our chosen research, so they understand and gain their consent in other ways to complete it. Informed consent is one of the founding principles of research ethics. Individuals can take part in research freely (voluntarily) with full information about what it means for them to take part in research. 
[bookmark: _Int_7KMFdKiL]My research shows that students are confident in using technology to collaborate and navigate using different apps. Technology is a particularly valuable tool for educational studies. During the COVID-19 pandemic, students and teachers had to find diverse ways to work and study remotely. Having the use of technology allowed many students to continue with their studies and teachers to continue teaching. This also helps children to get an education away from school. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, technology was especially useful to share data with scientists around the world to help develop the COVID-19 vaccines to fight the virus. My results show that students were more confident using WhatsApp for collaboration as opposed to other applications. This is shown in a questionnaire where the participants rank the other applications, including WhatsApp, in the most user-friendly order. WhatsApp is more widely used among students in their personal lives. Therefore, they can navigate the app confidently and have a greater understanding of the application. However, WhatsApp is used for personal use. Therefore, it could lead to distractions when collaborating. More importantly, it can lead to a breach of confidentiality as you must share your phone number, which some students will not be comfortable with. This proved my hypothesis that WhatsApp would be highly preferred for collaboration among students.  My research also showed that students are confident in using technology to collaborate and one drive was most used to create and share files with their friends and lecturer.



[bookmark: _Toc107777512]Conclusion
In summary, this section will include the key research findings, in relation to the research aims, research questions and research methods. This will also include results and contributions thereof. I will be reviewing the limitations of the study and propose the opportunities for future research. 
[bookmark: _Int_M9zcbgkw]This study was to find out if students were confident using technology to collaborate at UWSTD, and which Apps are used most. Our overall results show that students are confident and are confident using technology, collaborating, and sharing information and navigating through education. I was worried that some of the students would struggle because they have been out of education for such a long time, but this has proven to be wrong. As everyone knows how to collaborate using technology, I also believe that the most used app would have been WhatsApp and that was proven to be right for students communicating more on WhatsApp. OneDrive ranks highest for saving and sharing work. 
[bookmark: _Int_vXthTgNo]The result chart shows detailed findings from the questionnaire. This has proved my hypothesis. In my research we had discussion about how we would do this research. Then we can create a PowerPoint which will be presented to our lecturer. We then sent QR code to the questionnaire where students could scan QR codes to give a quick response. This was used to create grafts, outlining my results. Limitations: to achieve these results, the study was based on students in our year, open, close, and rank questions. If given the opportunity to do this research again, I would consider more students and staff, some of these from second year students. 
The benefit of this research shows technology plays a great role in education and learning. Technology is particularly important in our daily lives. Technology helps scientists to share data in the Covid-19 pandemic and they also must develop a vaccine for the virus. The downfall of technology, the system can be crushed or hacked into. Without backup, you could lose all information and data could be stolen. This could cause arms for individual companies and continuity.









[bookmark: _Toc107777513]Reference List
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-ethics-framework/data-ethics-framework-2020
Date access: 20/11/2022
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/about-us/committees-and-services/res-and-recs/
Date access: 20/11/2022
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/academic-skills/study-skills-online/research-methods
Access date: 23/11/2022













[bookmark: _Toc107777514]Questions
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