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	Title of Dissertation:

An investigation into the possible cosmological themes of the orientation of the rose windows in the north transept of a small sample of twelfth century Gothic cathedrals in France and Italy.


	Aims and Objectives: 
The main aim of this research is to investigate three or four sets of rose windows in medieval gothic cathedrals of France and Italy, and to compare themes suggested by the iconography in and around northern windows with features of the sky related to their orientation. Present iconographic themes may include birds, the wheel of fortune and the tree of Jesse. Thus this research aims to extend my skyscapes and cosmology essay titled: Investigating the North West orientation of the rose window, dedicated to the nativity of Mary, at the Gothic Cathedral of Chartres, constructed 1194 – 1235, for evidence of involvement with stars of curtailed passage and their association with royalty, divinity, ascension and immortality. 
The questions that the research will seek to address are the following: Are there cosmological themes in the rose windows of the north transepts of these cathedrals that may also relate to observable celestial phenomena? Do the original alignment of the windows and the use of the iconography match any celestial events and to what extent could these be intentional?


	Abstract/Rational. 
Peter G. Hoare and Caroline S. Sweet in a survey of Anglo Saxon churches in England considered eastern equinoxial solar alignments and were confident that ‘the early medieval ideal was to obtain a liturgically-correct alignment’ (author’s italics).
 To some extent this supports Liz Henty’s assertion, as she compares archaeoastronmical methodologies that directions, can have ‘cosmological significance’, furthermore they can be, ‘the expression of a religious and cosmological idea not [always] a precise observation’.
 Eva Spinazzè in a survey of 63 sacred buildings along the via Francegni argued for solar-lunar alignments with liturgical feast days and also considered a small number of orientations with fixed stars adding that they may refer to a group of stars rather than a single star.

There is little, if no work that has looked specifically at the iconography and orientation of northern rose windows within Gothic Medieval Cathedrals. Helen J. Dow discussing the history and development of rose windows also covers their symbolic relationship to wheels and polycandelons with divine light and vision through oculi, eyes.
 The possibility that these could intentionally relate to celestial phenomena is raised by the work of Bernadette Brady who has noted a confusion of terms regarding star phases within archaeoastronomy and goes onto argue that ‘any northern hemisphere structure orientated toward the north east or west can be investigated for its possible involvement with a bright star’ of curtailed passage.

 

	To which module/s of the MA does your topic related?

Skyscapes 

Sacred Geography

Heavenly Discourses

History

Introduction

Research


	What papers have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 
AHAN7043: Investigating the North West orientation of the rose window dedicated to the nativity of Mary at the Gothic Cathedral of Chartres constructed 1194 – 1235 for evidence of involvement with stars of curtailed passage and their association with royalty, divinity, ascension and immortality.

AHAN7002: Intellectual taboos and their changing boundaries 

AHAN7002: Does the cosmos still have meaning in a disenchanted world? AHAN7006: Sacred European Lime tree, centre and symbol of eternal life and social unity – lines of fabrication.

AHAN7024: Compare and contrast the expression or representation of the sky in two works of film, music, art, architecture, celestial cartography or literature in their expression or representation of the sky.


	  Methodology.   
The azimuth of the northern orientation of rose windows will be established with onsite compass measurements and virtual field work using; stellarium, historical and google maps, and Hey What’s That. The archaeological context, such as evidence of earlier buildings or shrines and the geographical land and skyscape will also be considered. Iconography will be considered in terms of religious and art history.
Medieval philosophies of light, ways of seeing within the Neoplatonic Christian atmospheres and contemporary astronomical knowledge will be considered historically through texts such as The Consolation of Philosophy, Celestial Hierarchies, The Didascalicon and De Cursu Stellarum.
 The phenomenological approach of Christopher Tilley ‘as a way of being in the world and a way of thinking in it’ will consider the materiality of the Cathedral’s in question and the phenomena of light through stained glass.
 One of the aims of a phenomenological approach discussed by Tilley whilst building on the work of Merleau-Ponty is to transcend mind body dualism through experience; this is arguably akin to the desire of some western, Medieval, religious, scholastic elites, as discussed by Gordon Strachan; to go beyond knowing towards an experience of the divine.
 Dale Couter argues metaphorical minds in some scholastic environments such as Charters were cultivated as according to Stephen McCluskey, they ‘were intent on recovering ancient learning in all disciplines’.
 
A small reflexive component is considered necessary in recognising my own biases in a cultural study that attempts to go beyond empiricist, positivistic positions and to thus question ‘natural attitudes’.
 Although temporally we are all distant outsiders to the time period in question it may, for example, be possible to draw fresh insights in attempting to draw nearer to the research with a similar metaphorical stance. A potential weakness with this is of leaping too far imaginatively. Nonetheless, my relationship to the research in attempting to be open to Geertz’s thick descriptions is briefly to be acknowledged.
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b) medieval approach to celestial imagery (Between Platonic cosmology and Aristotelian Physics)

Brady Bernadette, “Chartres Cathedral and the Role of the Sun in the Cathedral’s Christian Platonist Theology” (eds.) Campion Nicholas, Curry Patrick, Sky and Psyche The Relationship Between Cosmos and Consciousness, Floris, 2006.
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Edgar Laird, “Heaven and the Sphaera Mundi in the Middle Ages”, Culture and Cosmos, 

Ellard, Peter The Sacred Cosmos–Theological, Philosophical and Scientific Conversations in the Twelfth Century School of Chartres, (Chicago Illinois: University of Scranton Press, 2007).

David C. Lindberg, “The Genesis of Kepler's Theory of Light: Light Metaphysics from Plotinus to Kepler”, Osiris, 2nd Series, Vol. 2, The University of Chicago Press, 1986.
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H. R. Patch, The Goddess Fortuna in Medieval Literature. Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1927.
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c) glass/colours/technology/tracery.
Johnson James Rosser, The Radiance of Chartres: Studies in the Early Stained Glass of the Cathedral, Columbia University Studies in Art History and Archaeology, 4 New York: Random House,1965.

d) Archaeostronomy considerations

Bernadette Brady, “Star Phases: Naked – eye astronomy of the Old kingdom Pyramid Texts”

Liz Henty, “The Archaeoastronomy of Tomnaverie Recumbent Stone Circle: A Comparison of Methodologies”. Papers from the Institute of Archaeology,

Peter Hoare and Caroline Sweet “The orientation of early medieval churches in England”, vol.26.2 Journal of Historical Geography 2000.

Ruggles Clive, Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, New Haven: Yale University press, 1999.

e) Methodology 

Charlotte Aull Davies, Reflexive Ethnography: A guide to researching ourselves and others (London, New York: Routledge, 1999.

David Hufford, “The Scholarly Voice and the Personal Voice: Reflexivity in Belief Studies”, Western Folklore, Reflexivity and the Study of Belief (Vol 54., No.1 Jan 1995).

Tim Ingold, Reach for the Stars! Light, Vision and the Atmosphere , York Dept Archaeology Livestream, 2015.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrsV2tTHUyg
Geertz, Clifford, The Interpretation of Cultures, (Basic Books, 1973)
Tilley Christopher, The Materiality of Stone (Oxford: Berg, 2004).

Les Todres, Embodied Enquiry, Phenomenological Touchstones for Research, Psychotherapy and Spirituality, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan) [2007], 2011.




	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Artefacts

The Gothic Cathedral and sky at Chartres 1194, in particular the north rose window and its orientation. 48N27, 1E29

The Gothic Cathedral and sky at St Denis, Paris 1140, in particular the north rose window and its orientation. 48N56, 2E21

The Gothic Cathedral and sky at Trento 1212, in particular the north rose window ‘The Wheel of Fortune’ and its orientation.46N41, 11E7 

?Basilica of San Zeno, Verona, 44N45, 11E

Texts

Al-Sufi's Kitāb Ṣuwar al-kawākib (al-thābitah) [Book of pictures of the (fixed) stars] (964CE)

Aratus, Phaenomena( 275 and 250 CE). 

Boethius (6th century) The Consolation of Philosophy, (523CE)  
Carmina Burana, (11th-12th-13th C)

Gregory of Tours (c. 538 – 594CE) De Cursum Stellarum . 

Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite (6th century). Celestial Hierarchies  

Ptolemy; (c. 100 – c. 170CE) Almagest.

Manilius, Astronomica
Guillaume de Lorris (1230), Jean de Meun (1275) Romans de la Rose , http://romandelarose.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/16816
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/17140
Vettius Valens, 2010.  (120 – c. 175) Anthology,  trans., Mark Riley, http://www.hellenisticastrology.com/2010/12/15/full-translation-of-vettius-valens-anthology-released/


	Time Schedule:

Completed by December 2016 for final polish and compilation Jan 31st 2017.
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All academic dissertations include an abstract. In practice this is difficult to complete until the dissertation is complete. 

However, in this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You can include relevant references.  Allow no more than 200 words for this section. 
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