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11th Century BC: Greek Colonisation (Period): Greek colonisation happened in two parts, first during the Greek dark ages (middle of the 11th century BC to the end of 9th century BD) and again 8th-6th century BC. Strabo refers to the second colonisation in his Geography that “the cities along the side that forms the strait were some of the earliest Greek cities in Sicily”.[footnoteRef:1] The first to settle in Sicily were the Chalcidians and they built Naxos.[footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [1:  Strabo, Geography, 6.2.2 Loeb Classical Library]  [2:  Thucydides, 6.3.1 Perseus Tufts ]  [3:  Thucydides and the character of Greek colonisation in Sicily] 

550 BC: Darius I was the third king of the Persian Achaemenid Empire. His reign was between 522-486 BC.[footnoteRef:4] He attempted three times to conquer Greece though his fleet was destroyed in 492 BC[footnoteRef:5] during the re-subjugation of Thrace and the conquering of Macedon under Mardonius.[footnoteRef:6] In 846 BC Darius was embalmed then entombed in a sculpture that had been prepared years earlier.   [4:  http://www.livius.org/articles/person/darius-the-great/]  [5:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Darius-I ]  [6:  Joseph Roisman, Ian Worthington. "A companion to Ancient Macedonia" John Wiley & Sons, 2011.  pp 135–138] 

527 BC: Hippias (Son of Pisistratus) was the tyrant of Athens between 527 and 510 BC when Cleomenes I of Sparta took over Athens and he was forced to leave.[footnoteRef:7] It has been said that he became a bitter and cruel ruler who increased taxes and executed a large number of citizens.[footnoteRef:8] It was Hippias who suggested to Darius I that the Persians should land at Marathon during their invasion of Greece.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Aristotle, Athenian Constitution, 18 ]  [8:  Smith, William (1851). A new classical dictionary of Greek and Roman biography, mythology and geography. New York: Harper. p. 671. ]  [9:  Smith, William (1851). A new classical dictionary of Greek and Roman biography, mythology and geography. New York: Harper. p. 671. ] 

519 BC: Xerxes I was a Persian king and successor of Darius I. He reigned from 846-465 BC when he was assassinated by Artabanus, the commander of the royal bodyguards.[footnoteRef:10] He is known in western history for his failed attempt at invading Greece, though his forces did temporarily possess mainland Greece north of the isthmus of Corinth.[footnoteRef:11] Herodotus accounts that Xerxes feared the Greeks would attack the Hellespont and so he retreated to Asia taking most of the army with him.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Aristotle, Politics, 5.131b]  [11:  Brian Todd Carey, Joshua Allfree, John Cairns. Warfare in the Ancient World Pen and Sword, 19 jan. 2006]  [12:  Hdt, 8.97 ] 

508 BC: Cleisthenes Reforms were the reforms that changes the Athenian constitution and set the footing for a democratic leadership, because of these accomplishments he has been called by some the “father of Athenian democracy”.[footnoteRef:13] He changes the political organisation of Athens so that people were placed in one of ten demes depending on where they lived which formed the basis of a new democratic structure for power, thus making people loyal to thos around them rather than those of the same class.[footnoteRef:14]  [13:  R. Po-chia Hsia, Julius Caesar, Thomas R. Martin, Barbara H. Rosenwein, and Bonnie G. Smith, The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740(Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007), 44.]  [14:  Aristotle, Politics, 6.4 ] 

Classical Period: Classical Greece was a period of around 200 years (between 5th and 4th centuries BC)[footnoteRef:15], it followed the Archaic Period and was succeeded by the Hellenistic Period. During the classical period most of modern-day Greece was seized by the Persian Empire.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  The "Classical Age" is "the modern designation of the period from about 500 B.C. to the death of Alexander the Great in 323 B.C." (Thomas R. Martin, Ancient Greece, Yale University Press, 1996, p. 94).]  [16:  Herodotus, The Histories 0.1 (Tom Holland)
Warefare in the Ancient World ] 

570 BC: Athens under Cleisthenes: It is estimated that Cleisthenes was born around 570 BC[footnoteRef:17], he has been credited with reforming the Athenian constitution[footnoteRef:18] and has been referred to as “the father of Athenian democracy”.[footnoteRef:19]  Cleisthenes overthrew the Spartan oligarchy in Athens giving the Athenian citizens equal rights and established ostracism.[footnoteRef:20] [17:  The Greeks: Crucible of Civilisation (2000)]  [18:  The New York Times (30 October 2007) [1st pub:2004]. John W. Wright, ed. The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge, Second Edition: A Desk Reference for the Curious Mind. New York: St. Martin's Press. p. 628. ISBN 978-0-312-37659-8. Retrieved 31 January 2017]  [19:  R. Po-chia Hsia, Julius Caesar, Thomas R. Martin, Barbara H. Rosenwein, and Bonnie G. Smith, The Making of the West, Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: To 1740(Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007), 44.]  [20:  Aristotle, Athenian Constitution 22.3] 

5th Century BC: 5th century Greece is typically studied from an Athenian standpoint as most of the narratives are Athenian. 
4th Century BC:
499 BC:
The Ionian Revolt happened in 499 BC the region of Ionia revolted in the Ionian Revolt in which Athens and some other cities sent aid. In 494 BC during the Battle of Lade Asia minor returned to Persian Control. In 492 Mardonius led a campaign through Thrace and Macedonia where he subjugated the former and conquered the latter. 
494 BC: 
Pericles the Athenian lived between 494-429 BC. His influence on Athenian society that he was described as “the first citizen of Athens” by Thucydides.[footnoteRef:21] This also meant that his critics called him a populist.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Thuc. 2.65]  [22:  S.Muhlberger ‘Periclean Athens’ ] 

492 BC: The Persian wars was a series of battles fought between Greek city states and the Persian empire between 492 and 449 BC.[footnoteRef:23] In 499 an uprising against Persia known as the Ionian revolt failed which had massive consequences for mainland Greece. During the Battle of Lade in 494 BC Asia Minor was returned to Persian control  [23:  https://www.britannica.com/event/Greco-Persian-Wars ] 

490 BC: Battle of Marathon happened during the first Persian invasion of Greece.[footnoteRef:24] It ended in a decisive Greek victory forcing Persia out of Greece for ten years.[footnoteRef:25] Herodotus states that Darius charged one of his servants to tell him everyday “Master, remember the Athenians”.[footnoteRef:26] [24:  http://www.livius.org/articles/battle/marathon-490-bce/ ]  [25:  100 Battles, Decisive Battles that shaped the world, Dougherty,Martin,J., Parrington, p12 ]  [26:  Hdt. 5.105 ] 

485 BC: 
Gelon was a 5th Century rule of Gelo (491-485 BC) and Syracuse (485-478 BC).[footnoteRef:27] Under his rule Syracuse grew rapidly in population and power. By using ethnic cleansing, deportation and enslavement Gelomade Syracuse the dominant power in Sicily.[footnoteRef:28] He is best known for his participation in the defeat of the Carthaginian army at the battle of Himera in 480 BC.[footnoteRef:29] Gelo was succeeded by his brother Hiero who fought against the Etruscans at Cumae in 474 BC.[footnoteRef:30]  [27:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gelon ]  [28:  Freeman, Edward A, History of Sicily, Volume 2, p130-31  ]  [29:  Rickard, J (10 July 2012), Gelon, tyrant of Gela and Syracuse, fl.491-477 BC , http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/people_gelon_syracuse.html ]  [30:  Larissa Bonfante (1986). Etruscan Life and Afterlife: A Handbook of Etruscan Studies. Wayne State University Press. pp. 75 ] 

480 BC: 
Battle of Thermopylae happened in 480 BC.[footnoteRef:31] It resulted in a Persian victory and they took control of Boeotia. The Greek commander was Leonidas and the Persian King Xerxes I.  [31:  Bradford, Ernle Dusgate Selby, and Ernle Dusgate Selby Bradford. Thermopylae: the battle for the West (New York: Da Capo Press 1993) ] 

First battle of Himera was supposedly fought on the same day as the Battle of Salamis[footnoteRef:32] or at the same time as the Battle of Thermopylae.[footnoteRef:33] It is thought that the battle crippled Carthage’s power in Sicily for many years.[footnoteRef:34] Both Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus give different accounts of the battle though Diodorus provides a more detailed account. Herodotus notes that it was Sicilian tradition that states the battle was fought on the same day as the battle of Salamis.[footnoteRef:35] [32:  Hdt. 7.166 ]  [33:  Diodorus Siculus. 11.24.1 ]  [34:  Cambridge, ‘Ancient History’ Vol. IV. p775 ]  [35:  Lewis, Sian, Ancient Tyranny, p123-125 
Hdt. 7.165-7 ] 

Battle of Salamis in 480 BC ended in a decisive Greek victory as Persia failed to take control of the Peloponnese. The Greek commander was Themistocles and the Persian commander was King Xerxes I. the main source for the Greco-Persian Wars is Herodotus who has been called the ‘Father of History’.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Cicer, On The Laws I, 5] 

479 BC:
The Battle of Plataea was the final battle in the second Persian invasion.[footnoteRef:37] Herodotus writes in book nine of the battle from a soldier’s point of view. Pausanias commanded the Greek fleet the Persian army was led by Mardonius.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  http://www.livius.org/articles/battle/plataea-479-bce/ ]  [38:  http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_plataea.html ] 

The Battle of Mycale was a decisive victory although it was not given the significance of the Marathon or Thermopylae. The Greek forces were commanded by the Spartan king Leotychides.[footnoteRef:39] The Greek allies formed two wings with Athens leading the right and Sparta leading the left.[footnoteRef:40]  [39:  http://www.livius.org/articles/battle/mycale-479-bce/ ]  [40:  Hdt. 4,102] 

478 BC: Delian League was developed after the Persian wars as a military organisation against the Achaemenid empire.[footnoteRef:41] the name comes from the original meeting place of the league, the island of Delos.[footnoteRef:42] Pericles moved it to Athens in 454 BC.[footnoteRef:43] [41:  http://www.livius.org/articles/concept/delian-league/ ]  [42:  Eva C. Keuls, The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens (Berkeley: University of California Press) 1985:18.]  [43:  Thucydides, I, 96.] 

462: The helot revolt at Ithome was part of the third Messenian War. Thucydides states that the helots took advantage of the chaos that the earthquake caused and revolted.[footnoteRef:44] Diodorus equates the revolt to the Messenians as much as the helots.[footnoteRef:45] This version of events is supported by Plutarch.[footnoteRef:46] [44:  Thuc I, 101.2]  [45:  Diodorus Siculus 11.63.4-64.1]  [46:  Plut, Life of Lycurgus 28.12 ] 

460 BC: Thucydides: Thucydides an Athenian historian and general, born c. 460 BC and died after 404 BC.[footnoteRef:47] The older view is that he was born c. 471 BC.[footnoteRef:48] He wrote the History of the Peloponnesian War about the 5th century war between Athens and Sparta.  [47:  Encyclopaedia Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thucydides-Greek-historian ]  [48:  Ancient History Sourcebook https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/eb11-thucydides.asp ] 

The First Peloponnesian War was between 460-445. After Athens began to rebuildits walls sparter and her allies began to fear that Athens was becoming too powerful.[footnoteRef:49] Athens wanted to expand its territory and Sparta wanted to dismantle the Athenian democratic regime.[footnoteRef:50] This made it difficult for them to not go to war. [49:   Karl Walling, "Thucydides On Policy, Strategy, And War termination," Naval War College Review Vol. 66 (autumn 2013): 49–50.]  [50:  Karl Walling, "Thucydides On Policy, Strategy, And War termination," Naval War College Review Vol. 66 (autumn 2013): 49] 

Ephialtes the Athenian was a politician and leader of the early democratic movement. He introduced pay for holding public office, lowered the property qualifications for holding public office and created a new definition of citizenship.[footnoteRef:51] Ephialtes first appears in historical record as the commander of an Athenian fleet in the Aegean Sea in 465 BC.[footnoteRef:52] [51:  Morris & Raaflaaub, Democracy 2500: Questions and Challenges]  [52:  Ephialtes (4)," from The Oxford Classical Dictionary, Simon Hornblower and Antony Spawforth, ed.] 

454 BC: Egyptian expedition by Athens from 454-451 BC seems to be political opportunisms.[footnoteRef:53] Diodorus says that the Athenians took 200 ships.[footnoteRef:54] To the Ionians this was a chance to restore their profitable trading links with Egypt.[footnoteRef:55] [53:  Fine, p. 352. The Ancient Greeks: A Critical History ]  [54:  Diodorus XI, 74]  [55:  The Ancient Greeks: A Critical History, Fine, p352 ] 

452 BC: Foundation of Thurri is assigned by Diodorus as 446 BC although other sources place it three years later in 443 BC, which seems to be the authenticated date.[footnoteRef:56] Athenian citizens with the help of the oracle at Delphi decided that the founder was Apollo.[footnoteRef:57] The city was laid out in a clear formation divided by four broad streets each with three crossing it.[footnoteRef:58] [56:  Clinton, F. H. Vol II. P54]  [57:  Diod. XII. 35]  [58:  Diod. XII. 10 ] 

430 BC: Dionysus I was a tyrant of Syracuse whom lived approximately 430-367 BC.[footnoteRef:59] He was elected supreme military commander in 406 BC and the next year he became tyrant.[footnoteRef:60] According to some sources he was so overjoyed that one of his tragedies won that he drank himself to death.[footnoteRef:61]  [59:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Dionysius-I]  [60:  The Houghton Miffin Dictionary of Biography p.440 ]  [61:  Encyclopaedia Britannica ] 

431BC: The Second Peloponnesian War 431-404 was fought by the Delian League led by Athens against the Peloponnesian League led by Sparta. The main source for this is Thucydides’ ‘History of the Peloponnesian War’.[footnoteRef:62] By the end of the war Thebes had increased its strength and had become a major Greek power.[footnoteRef:63] By the end of the war poverty became widespread and Athens never regained its pre-war prosperity.[footnoteRef:64] [62:  Thuc. Peloponnesian War ]  [63:  http://www.livius.org/articles/concept/peloponnesian-war/ ]  [64:  John, V. A. Fine, The Ancient Greeks, 528–33.] 

422 BC: Battle of Amphipolis was fought between Athens and Sparta during the Peloponnesian War. The Spartan general Brasidas besieged Amphipolis.[footnoteRef:65] In order to capture the city Brasidas offered everyone who wanted to stay could keep their property and those that wanted to leave safe passage.[footnoteRef:66] Thucydides is considered responsible for the capture of Amphipolis as his actions were considered neglectful; he was recalled to Athens where he was tried and exiled.[footnoteRef:67] [65:  Thuc. 4.102.1]  [66:  Thuc. 4.105.1-2 ]  [67:  Thuc. 5.26.5 ] 

421 BC: The Peace of Nicias was signed in March 421 BC between the Athens and Sparta which ended the first half of the Peloponnesian War. The peace is also known as the fifty-years peace.[footnoteRef:68] It was officially abandoned in 414 BC.[footnoteRef:69] [68:  Thuc.5.13–24.]  [69:   Donald Kagan, The Peloponnesian War,197–209.] 

418 BC: In the first Battle of Mantinea Sparta and her allies defeated an army led by Argos and Athens. Sparta forced Athens to choose between its Spartan alliance and its treaty with Argos, Mantinea and Elis, Athens chose the second option.[footnoteRef:70] Thucydides described that battle which appears to be a typical hoplite fight.[footnoteRef:71] [70:  http://www.livius.org/sources/content/thucydides/the-battle-of-mantinea-418-bce/]  [71:  Thuc. 5.66-74] 

416 BC: The Last Ostracism occurred in 416 BC (± 1 year) where Hyperbolus was ostracised.[footnoteRef:72] It was originally thought that he was ostracised in 417 BC six years before he was murdered.[footnoteRef:73] There is no sign that ostracism was used after the Peloponnesian war as democracy was restored after the oligarch coup of the thirty tyrants. The question was put to the assembly each year, but they did not wish to hole one.  [72:  Plutarch, Life of…]  [73:  Rhodes, 1994, p86 ] 

Siege of Melos happened after the Peloponnesian War when Athens demanded a tribute of fifteen talents,[footnoteRef:74] however they had never paid tribute before and refused to do so.[footnoteRef:75] Though the Melians had ties the Sparta[footnoteRef:76] they remained independent[footnoteRef:77] and remained neutral throughout the war.[footnoteRef:78] The Athenians had help from traitors within Melos, after the siege they executed the adult men and sold the women and children into slavery.[footnoteRef:79] [74:  Brian Sparkes, in Renfrew & Wagstaff (1982): "They were assessed at the figure of fifteen talents [...]"]  [75:  Brian Sparkes, in Renfrew & Wagstaff (1982)]  [76:  Herodotus. The Histories, 8.48]  [77:  Renfrew & Wagstaff (1982), p. 49 ]  [78:  Thucydides. History of the Peloponnesian War, 5.84 ]  [79:  Thuc, 5.116] 

415 BC: The Sicilian Expedition happened in the 17th year of the Peloponnesian War between 415-13BC as an attempt to conquer Sicily.[footnoteRef:80] This was to seek the riches there waiting for the conqueror and stop any Sicilian cities from aiding the Spartans.[footnoteRef:81] Syracuse represented both the most riches and the biggest threat to Athens, the numbers of war ships in the Syracuse fleet represented a serious threat to the security of the alliance because they could sail from Sicily to join the Spartans and attack Athens and her allies.[footnoteRef:82] [80:  http://www.livius.org/articles/concept/peloponnesian-war/sicilian-expedition/]  [81:  TRM OV 12.1.12 ]  [82:  TRM OV 12.1.12 ] 

413 BC: The conquest of Decelea is also known as the Ionian War (413-404). In 423 BC king Agis II occupied Decelea and fortified it against the Athenians as an act of strategic and symbolic importance.[footnoteRef:83] Sparta used Persian finance to build a navy which provoked revolts in Athenian possessed Ionia.[footnoteRef:84] This marked the beginning of the second phase of the Peloponnesian war.[footnoteRef:85] [83:  http://www.livius.org/articles/place/decelea/ ]  [84:  http://www.livius.org/articles/concept/peloponnesian-war/decelean-war/? ]  [85:  http://www.livius.org/articles/place/decelea/ ] 

411 BC: Revolution of the 400 (Athenian coup of 411 BC) was a revolution that took place during the Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta. Some Athenian men believed that they could manage foreign, domestic and war policies better than the existing government.[footnoteRef:86] Until the war most of the leading politicians had come from noble families.[footnoteRef:87] Although Athens had had democracy for around 100 years tradition was still aristocratic where thye made the decisions that commoners obeyed.[footnoteRef:88] [86:  Thomas R. Martin, An Overview of Classical Greek History from Mycenae to Alexander". Perseus Digital Library, Tufts University. ]  [87:  Donald Kagan (1987). The Fall of the Athenian Empire. Cornell University Press p147 .]  [88:  Kagan (1991), p. 106. ] 

406 BC: Siege of Akragas in 406 BC saw the Carthaginian army besiege them as retaliation against Greek raids on Punic cities in Sicily. As preparation the citizens of Akragas gathered their harvest and population within their city.[footnoteRef:89] The Carthaginians offered them two options; either become an ally of Carthage or stay neutral while they dealt with the other Greeks in Sicily, both options were rejected by their government.[footnoteRef:90] The entire male population of the city was armed and placed on the walls while mercenaries were on the hill of Athena.[footnoteRef:91] When the siege actively started many Carthaginian men were lost including Hannibal (their leader).[footnoteRef:92] [89:  Caven, Brian, Dionysius I, p46]  [90:  Freeman, Edward A., Sicily, p149 ]  [91:  Kern, Paul B. Ancient Siege Warfare, p379 ]  [92:  Freeman, Edward A., Sicily, p149] 

Battle of Arginussae took place during the Peloponnesian war in 406 BC. For once the Spartans crews and commanders were the best qualified as the all of Athens’ best crew were at sea with Conon.[footnoteRef:93] Due to the Spartan superiority at sea the Athenians positioned their ships to make it impossible for the Spartans to use a move known as Diekplous, if the Spartans tried this against a double line a ship from the second line could move up and attack.[footnoteRef:94] At the end of the battle the Spartans lost approximately 70 ships whereas the Athenian fleet only lost twenty five.[footnoteRef:95]  [93:  Kagan, The Peloponnesian War, 454 ]  [94:  Kagan, The Peloponnesian War, 454-56 ]  [95:  Diodorus Siculus, Library 13.99.6 ] 

404 BC: The 30 Tyrants were a pro-Spartan oligarchy installed in Athens after the Peloponnesian War in 404 BC, they were elected as a government not just a legislative committee.[footnoteRef:96] The two leading members were Critias and Theramenes.[footnoteRef:97] The 30 Tyrants appointed 500 people to serve the judicial functions that formally belonged to the Athenian citizens.[footnoteRef:98] [96:  Krentz, Peter. The Thirty at Athens p. 50 ]  [97:   Xenophon, Hellenica, 2.3.15–16]  [98:  Aristotle. Athenian Constitution. 35.1] 

398 BC: Agesilaus of Sparta ruled between 398-360 BC. He is first recorded as king during the suppression of the conspiracy of Cinadon after 398 BC.[footnoteRef:99] Xenophon was an admirer of Agesilaus and served under him during campaigns to Asia Minor.[footnoteRef:100] After a reign of about forty years he was embalmed in wax and buried at Sparta.[footnoteRef:101] Plutarch tells us that Agesilaus was content to enrich the state and his friends and return home from campaign as poor as when he left.[footnoteRef:102] [99:  Clough, Arthur Hugh (1867), "Agesilaus II", in Smith, William, Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, 1, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, pp. 69–70]  [100:  Xenophon, Hell. iii. 3, to the end, Agesilaus]  [101:  Clough, Arthur Hugh (1867), "Agesilaus II", in Smith, William, Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, 1, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, pp. 69–70]  [102:  Plutarch, Apophthegmata Laconica ] 

395 BC: Death of Lysander of Sparta happened in 395 during battle.[footnoteRef:103] Lysander’s efforts to gain himself leadership were done through bribing oracles by a speech written by Cleon of Halicarnassus.[footnoteRef:104] Lysander died at the Battle of Haliartus, fought between Sparta and Thebes which was one of te battles of the Corinthian War.[footnoteRef:105] [103:  http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/498925?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=lysander&searchText=of&searchText=sparta&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3Fgroup%3Dnone%26amp%3BQuery%3Dlysander%2Bof%2Bsparta%2B%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff%26amp%3Bacc%3Don&refreqid=search%3A20d8b7cb2ecd08e234043438acedebff&seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents  Page 37 ]  [104:  http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/498925?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=lysander&searchText=of&searchText=sparta&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3Fgroup%3Dnone%26amp%3BQuery%3Dlysander%2Bof%2Bsparta%2B%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff%26amp%3Bacc%3Don&refreqid=search%3A20d8b7cb2ecd08e234043438acedebff&seq=3#page_scan_tab_contents Page 39 ]  [105:  http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_haliartus.html ] 

The Corinthian War lasted from 395 to 387 BC with the immediate cause of local conflict in northwest Greece in which Thebes and Sparta were involved. The other cause of the war was hostility towards Sparta provoked by their ‘expansion in Asia Minor, central and north Greece and the west’.[footnoteRef:106] In 402 BC Corinth and Thebes refused to help Sparta attack another member of the Peloponnesian league after it had angered Sparta during the Peloponnesian War.[footnoteRef:107] Thebes, Corinth and Athens also refused to join the Spartan expedition to Ionia, with Thebes disrupting a sacrifice that the Spartan king attempted to perform before leaving their territory.[footnoteRef:108]  [106:  Hornblower, "Corinthian War", 391 ]  [107:   Xenophon, Hellenica 3.2.25 ]  [108:  Pausanias, Description of Greece 3.9.2–4 ] 

387 BC: The King’s Peace is also known as the Peace of Antalcidas. A key feature of the king’s peace is the Persian influence it reflects, the decree that reflect the peace was recorded by Xenophon.[footnoteRef:109] The greatest effect of the peace was the return of the firm Persian control over Ionia and parts of the Aegean. Another effect of the peace was the establishment of Sparta at the top of a Greek political system, although it has been known as the “most disgraceful event in Greek history”.[footnoteRef:110] [109:  Xenophon, Hellenica 5.1.31]  [110:  Durant, The Life of Greece 1939:461. ] 

384 BC: Demosthenes the Orator was described by Cicero as the perfect orator who lacked nothing.[footnoteRef:111] However, Plutarch refers to a weakness in his voice which could be compared to a stutter as his sentences were broken and disjoined which obscured the meaning of what he was saying.[footnoteRef:112] Early in his career Demosthenes was not know for being subtle with his writings or verbal precision.[footnoteRef:113] According to Jebb Demosthenes was a true artist who could make his art obey him.[footnoteRef:114] [111:  Cicero, Brutus, 35, Orator, II.6; Quintillian, Institutiones, X, 1.76 ]  [112:  Plutarch, Demosthenes, 6.3.  ]  [113:  G. Kennedy, "Oratory", 514–515. ]  [114:  R. C. Jebb, The Attic Orators from Antiphon to Isaeos. ] 

Aristotle lived between 384-322 BC[footnoteRef:115] and was a philosopher and scientist. At the age of seventeen or eighteen he joint Plato’s academy in Athens.[footnoteRef:116] After the death of Plato Aristotle left Athens and became the tutor of Alexander the Great in 343 BC.[footnoteRef:117] Aristotle wrote many dialogues which Cicero has described as “a river of gold”.[footnoteRef:118] He remains one of the most influential people that ever lived as he contributed to every field of human knowledge that was in existence as well as founding many new fields. Philosopher Bryan Magee has said “it is doubtful any human being has ever known as much as he did”.[footnoteRef:119] [115:  August Boeckh(Kleine Schriften VI 195) ]  [116:  Georgios Anagnostopoulos (ed.), A Companion to Aristotle, Wiley-Blackwell, 2013: "First Athenian Period". ]  [117:  Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy, Simon & Schuster, 1972. ]  [118:  Cicero, Marcus Tullius (1874) [106–43 BC]. "Book II, chapter XXXVIII, §119" ]  [119:  Magee, Bryan (2010). The Story of Philosophy. Dorling Kindersley. p. 34. ] 

378 BC: Foundation of the second Athenian League was a confederation of Aegean city states between 378 and 355 BC. The need for the second Athenian league was the invasion of Attica by Sphodrias of Sparta and their refusal to prosecute him for what he had done.[footnoteRef:120] Xenophon omits all notice of the league and refers to Athens’s alliances to sparingly that if the Hellenica was the only evidence it would be near impossible to infer its existence.[footnoteRef:121] In contrast to Xenophon Diodorus was explicit in his mentions of the league.[footnoteRef:122] [120:  Hamilton 1980, pp. 99–100. ]  [121:  The Foundation of the Second Athenian Confederacy G.L.Cawkwell vul.23 issue 1 may 1973 pp. 47-60 ]  [122:  Diodorus 15.28-29] 

371 BC: Battle of Leuktra was fought between the Boeotians led by the Thebans and Spartans. According to Xenophon Boeotian followers trying to leave made the Theban force stronger when they were forced back.[footnoteRef:123] Plutarch describes that Pelopidas lead the Sacred Band and that the Spartans were disorientated because they were caught mid-manoeuvre extending their line.[footnoteRef:124]  The losses of the battle are thought to be 300 of 8,500 for the Thebans and 1,000 of 12,000 for the Spartans.[footnoteRef:125] [123:  Xenophon, Hellenica, VI 4.8 ]  [124:  The History of the Art of War, Hans Delbrück p167 ]  [125:  https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Leuctra ] 

357 BC: Social War is also known as the War of the Allies (357-355BC) was between Athens and the allied states of Chios, Rhodes, Cos and Byzantium. This war massively weakened Athens which meant she was unable to prevent Phillip II of Macedon from expanding into Attica.[footnoteRef:126] [126:  Rickard, J (17 November 2016), Social War 357-55 BC (Greece) , http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_social_war_357-55.html ] 

366BC: The Satraps Revolt (366-360 BC) was a rebellion in the Achaemenid Empire against the authority of the king Artaxerxes II Mnemon. The court demanded that neighbouring satraps put down the rebellion but Datames successfully resisted their attempts.[footnoteRef:127] Ariobarzanes had been made acting satrap until the official heir could take office but when he was asked to step down he refused and joined Datames revolt in 366 BC.[footnoteRef:128] [127:  Brosius 2006, p. 28 ]  [128:  Brosius 2006, p. 28 ] 

356 BC: Third Sacred War 356-346 BC was between Thebes and Phocis over the cultivation of sacred land.[footnoteRef:129] Ancient sources on this war are scarce and generally lack chronological evidence.[footnoteRef:130] The main source is Diodorus Siculus’ Bibliotheca which makes it a secondary source.[footnoteRef:131] Further details can be found in orators orks such as Demosthenes and Aeschines which have survived.[footnoteRef:132] However, no modern historians have come to agree on a clear date of the war.[footnoteRef:133] [129:  Rickard, J (17 November 2016), Third Sacred War, 355-346 BC , http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_third_sacred.html ]  [130:  Buckler, p. 148. ]  [131:  Green, Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic Age. p. xxiv. ]  [132:   Buckler, p. xiv. ]  [133:  Buckler, pp. 148–195. ] 

338 BC: Battle of Chaeronea was fought between Macedonions led by Phillip II of Macedon and allied Greek stated led by Athens and Thebes. Phillips expansion was aided by the distraction of Athens and Thebes during the Social War and the Third Sacred war.[footnoteRef:134] According Diodorus Siculus the Macedon army numbered at 30,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry which is generally accepted by modern historians.[footnoteRef:135][footnoteRef:136] It has been said to be one of the most decisive battles in history[footnoteRef:137] as no army could prevent Phillip’s advances it was effectively over.[footnoteRef:138] [134:  Hornblower p272 ]  [135:  Cawkwell 1978, p. 145.]  [136:  Diodorus Siculus. Bibliotheca Historica, 16.85 ]  [137:  Cawkwell 1978, p. 148. ]  [138:  Gaebel 2004, pp. 155–156. ] 

The League of Corinth is also referred to as the Hellenic League (338/337). It was the first time that most Greek states manages to come together to be part of a single political entity.[footnoteRef:139] Decrees of the league were given in Corinth, Athens, Delphi, Olympia and Pydna.[footnoteRef:140] The league dissolved in 322 after the Lamian War.[footnoteRef:141] [139:  Pohlenz, Max (1966). Freedom in Greek life and thought: the history of an ideal. Springer. p. 20.]  [140:  A History of Macedonia: Volume II: 550-336 B.C. Page 639]  [141:  Ancient Greece: a political, social, and cultural history By Sarah B. Pomeroy Page 467 ] 

335: The Cadmea affair happened when Pheobidas in the most unjust manner seized the citadel of Cadmea in a time of peace the geeks expressed their frustration.[footnoteRef:142] [142:  John Langhorne. William Langhorne. Plutarch, Lives p425] 
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