Assessment 1: To conduct a gendered reading of a Dead Sea Scroll, focusing particularly on the themes of, Gender, Violence, Purity/Impurity, Disability, and the Construction of the body.


The Dead Sea scrolls are a set of religious Hebrew texts dating from 200BC-70CE, they number around 980 documents and include sets of instructions and rituals. The war scroll is one such document, it details two battles, the first being between “The Sons of Light” and “The Army of Belial” (Scott, 2020), this being a depiction of Armageddon, a distinct last battle between good and evil. The second war (war of division) lasting forty years, will be where the united twelve tribes of Irael will conquer the “nations of vanity” (Scott, 2020) and the sons of light will live in peace for eternity. The scroll also gives instructions as to what the army of the sons of light should consist of, giving the ages, wellness, and gender of those who are allowed to leave Jerusalem to go to war. 
The idea of masculinity in the war scroll sets a distinct standard of what a man should be, with a pure masculine male going to war to fight for the sons of light. The idea of purity in the dead sea scrolls see that impure men are those who are socially inept, those who refuse to start a heteronormative family, or are incapable of providing for one (Keady, 2015), this would incline homosexuals and the physically/mentally disabled would be classed as impure and unfit for the sons of light. These rules are a guide, into which the way things must be fought in the wars to remain pure. The all-male army, the war scroll makes it very distinct that the Sons of Light must be an all-male army, from the soldiers, those who look after equipment to even the horses, everything must be male. The idea behind this might be that males are seen as purer than females, for instance, Eve in genesis only becomes holy once she is brought to Adam in the Garden of Eden. Suggesting that a woman without a man is impure, but a man without a woman can still be pure, as Adam was allowed in the garden alone, but eve was not. The idea that only men are permitted to commit violence in the name of God is a belief that is prevalent in all Abrahamic religions, and for a woman to commit such an act would be “sinful”.  This sort of ideology, while not particularly stated, is seen in the extract from the war scroll in the fact that that only men are allowed to go to war, and that even the animals taken to war must also be male. With this in mind there is a very distinct divide between men and women in just the small extract from the war scroll, within this all-male army.
There are also ideas of “bodily discharge,” assuming this refers to sexual “bodily discharge”, men who have “discharged” remain unclean/impure for seven days ((Hempel, 2017)). “Any man who is not purified from a (bodily) discharge on the day of the battle shall not go down with them, for the holy angels are together with their hosts.” inclines that males who are still within their seven days of impurity are not allowed to participate in battle as they themselves are impure and anything they touch thusly also becomes unclean. This applies to equipment and people/animals, anything they touch must be washed and left until sunset before it would be clean again. The idea of impurity through sexual acts applies to both men and women. Although there are more acts for a women that would make them “impure” as “a woman whom bears a male child she shall be unclean for seven days” (Hempel, 2017) “and if she bears a female child she shall be unclean for two weeks” this highlights the idea that women in the dead sea scrolls are seen as more impure than men, as their menstruation makes them impure, birth makes them impure, and the act of being born causes more impurity than that of a male being born. These sorts of beliefs are still believed today within certain denominations of Judaism such as Hasidic Jews, who believe women are impure during menstruation, and many women isolate themselves during this time as they are not allowed near their husband or children. (Katz, 1998)

The extract also states that those with physical disability were not permitted to serve in the army as “neither lame, nor blind, nor crippled, nor a man in whose flesh there is a permanent blemish, nor a man stricken by some uncleanliness 5 in his flesh, none of them shall go to battle with them” as their flesh is unclean thus unfit to serve alongside the pure of flesh and the holy angels. This idea of purity is highly prevalent in the extract, with everything acceptable and embraced in the modern era being impure and unworthy to serve in the great apocalyptic battle. While even by modern standard it is not advised for those with physical disabilities to serve in the army as they would be putting themselves and others at a distinct disadvantage, it is not due to the ideology that they have an impurity. The extract is ableist in this way, discerning that those with disability are unworthy of holiness. 

This extract leans on the ideology that purity is essential, and that the only way to be truly pure is to be a heterosexual male with no disabilities, whom has not recently had sex with a woman, and must avoid children and women once they have left as it may contaminate their purity. This links into the idea of hegemony, as men are being portrayed as purer than women, and purer than men who do not fit the normative tropes of masculinity.
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