Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_e2sYTG3P]This assignment will focus on children living in Swansea who are home schooled experiencing struggles to their reading engagement and literacy development ‘Penderry ranked 13th overall in most deprived areas in Wales in the report which looks at income, health, education, housing and access to services’(Franics, B. 2025) Showing that it's in vital need for more support to be put in place in and outside of education for children, The focus of this assignment will also be on the barriers that are preventing children who are home educated from reaching their full potential of their reading engagement and literacy development, and the opportunities for the children to enjoy reading and boost literacy skills as part of a community engaged learning program. ‘Community based learning is an educational approach where the community of learners not just the tutor is in control of the learning process members teach each other, learn through shared experiences and build collective knowledge through peer interaction.’(Bovi, M.2025).
Section One
Literacy and reading are a vital part of children's social, emotional, educational and personal development, gaining these essential skills allow the children to build a foundation to their education and provide them with confidence that will be needed later on in their studies or as they start to look at employment in the workplace, On the other hand there are many factors that can stop children from reaching these goals coming from disadvantaged backgrounds such as poverty, Right resources not put in place and lacking support outside of school ‘Parental support is crucial in a child's literacy development however parents in disadvantaged situations may have lower literacy levels themselves or maybe too busy to give time to reading actives due to work this lack of support can hinder a child's progress in reading’ (ReadingWise.2011), Causing more children to decline in their development of reading and literacy. ‘Wales scored 466 in reading, the lowest of the four UK nations and the only one below the OECD average. The Institute for Fiscal Studies said the average pupil in Wales performs at the same level as the most disadvantaged children in England.’ (Peters,K. 2025) Putting children in Swansea at a serious disadvantage compared to other places in the United Kingdom.
Having an effective community engaged learning programme for reading engagement and literacy development for children who are home schooled has many benefits for the children it  will improve children’s motivation, different environment from home chance to socialise with other children the children will get to choose tasks and books based on their own interests get included in discussions and participate in games with others, overtime the hope is that they will develop a love for reading and read for pleasure instead of seeing it as just a task, Free resources for children who don't have them available at home such as books, pens and paper, lastly giving the children a chance to get more engaged with the community around them improving their social skills, provides a chance to take learning materials home to parents/ carers so that they can get involved with children's literacy development outside of school bringing more awareness to community engaged learning programmes therefore a community engaged learning programme would be very beneficial for the children's development and the wider barriers the children may be facing as part of their reading and literacy development.
Section Two
Although there may already be resources in place for children’s reading engagement and literacy development who are home schooled by parents in Swansea, there are also many potential issues that will be detrimental to the children’s literacy development overtime, The service provisions are struggling with multiple structural and systematic gaps causing education settings to not meet the needs of the children they are caring for in ways such as the materials that are being used are outdated they don't work for the new classwork being provided to children especially if the child has a learning disability, Schools involvement is not enough education settings are lacking resources, parents have also been urged to sit down and read with their children since not enough parents do it causing a big decline in children's reading and literacy development in Swansea and evidence shows no reading development is being tracked past primary school age the everyone tends to assume that every child once at high school age enters being able to read and write at a  certain level putting those who can't are at a big disadvantage as the work gets harder ‘Usually around year 4 to year 5 education settings assume that children know the basics requiring kids to read increasingly complex text across their subjects, but research shows that many children lack foundational skills limiting their progress’(Schwartz,S.2024) as the text in books and literacy work gets harder it shows how serious 'The literacy gap is because it reinforces social and economic inequality it can lead to lifelong disadvantages for individuals and cause significant economic costs on society as a whole’ (Bookmark, Reading.2025).
Particularly in Swansea focusing in on the staff the lack of teacher training  and shortage of staff within community projects are big issues the teachers of the community projects are a vital part to children's education in Swansea not having trained staff can lead to ‘inconsistences, mixed priorities and with significant weakness in the development of some of the basics of education such as reading, the literacy skills of too many teachers were weak, which affected pupils' development’ (Lewis, B.2026) underchallenging students home schooled children with their reading will make them loose motivation, lack self-confidence and in many cases mental health issues like anxiety since the potential is not being met can lead to students pulling away from peers and self-isolating, reading for pleasure with children in Wales has declined recently there are many concerns from the government that literacy levels have gotten worse ‘According to the national literacy trust only 37% of children and young people aged eight to eighteen in Wales say they enjoy reading in their free time’ (Hasan, M.2026) having a shortage in staff will just cause these numbers to decline even more the government recognises this is a problem putting in place ‘Payments to convince students to train as teachers in subjects with shortages in Wales will be increased by five thousand pounds’ (Lewis, B.2026) hoping to convince students who currently don't know what to take in school to take education so that the future generations literacy and reading engagement and overall development improves compared to where it is now and to have properly trained staff in schools to support children to reach their full educational potential.
On the other hand, there are current provisions in place by third sector bodies in Swansea that support children's reading engagement and literacy development these organisations starting with ‘the national literacy trust is an independent charity that empowers children and young people with the literacy skills they need to succeed’ (National Literacy Trust, 2019) in Swansea providing them with books and resources their families might not be able to afford, Book trust is the second organisation their aim is to ‘Support children and families from low- income backgrounds, They also provide books and resources for every newborn baby through the book start programme’(BookTrust,2026) giving every child in Swansea a fair start at their reading engagement and literacy development, the third organisation is read for good they provide books to children in healthcare settings such as hospitals they provided ‘120 brand new books and regular storyteller visits to the Morriston Hospital, Swansea since 2014, which was our first provision in Wales. We have delivered almost 7,000 books to Swansea to date, including plenty of Welsh language books.’ (ReadForGood.2021) lastly world book day a charitable organisation used in education settings once a year on the fourth of march that gives children a chance to dress up as their favourite book character and bring the book to match to read once in school making sure the day is spent doing reading for pleasure and enjoyment and promoting literacy, having these third sector bodies in place gives children a chance to improve their literacy and reading skills in a variety of different settings and ways but doesn't give them permeant solution which is what my community engagement learning programme will focus on.
Section Three
My project is to make an after-school game and reading club for children who are home schooled to give chances to socialise, The club will take place between the hours of three fifteen and four o'clock two afternoons per week initially, The location of the club would be a school library or a local community setting depending on availability it would be teacher led with the help of parent and carers who wish to volunteer, Children will be free to choose a variety of games which improve their reading skills, for example word bingo, finding words in the library, junior scrabble, word snap and pairs all games which are known to improve children's reading skills. There will be a selection of reading material available including books, comics, joke books, magazines, computer game guides for example Mario kart and Minecraft. Children can choose to read books independently or in a group and can explore different types of reading materials available to them, in the last fifteen minutes of the session children will be to read a short story by a teacher or a volunteer, all children will be encouraged to participate in parts of the story and discussion about the book afterwards. For example, who liked or did not like the book, Talk about the characters in the story and their actions, Children will be encouraged to read some of the story if they want to but would not be forced to read, they will be encouraged to draw a picture, make a bookmark or book cover to bring the next reading session which can be displayed in the library or community centre overtime the children will get into the routine of attending the afterschool club and it will benefit their literacy development and reading engagement.
If this project is chosen there many more potential benefits for homeschooled children on their reading engagement and literacy development their academic performance will improve at home, they will be able to understand work better, will provide children with advice and connections that can last their entire life, better speaking skills and communication with others, improved self-confidence, sense of belonging to a group that focuses on them, reduced anxiety, can remove the pressure of sharing work with others, better their critical thinking, children will learn to reflect and ask questions making them think more on the work than if they were reading or doing work alone so also improving the children’s social development, all these benefits of this project will help the children through school and as they go into employment as an adult, since literacy and reading skills are one of the main needed assets to work in any job setting and children who are home schooled might not have these assets before joining this project.
more potential benefits are children will have improved their reading skills and will have moved up to the next level of colour banded books, A child will have phonic awareness they will understand that words are made up of individual letters or have different words and meaning, Improved vocabulary when given a list of words, a child will be able to choose the correct definition of the word, child will recognize high frequency words such as we, they, her and she, lastly be able to answer questions about books they have to read.
The success criteria for my community learning project on literacy development  and reading engagement on home schooled children will focus on wider benefits and educational benefits to the children and the community if successful I'd like to see at least 50% of the children start to learn to love to read as a hobby and something to do in their spare time instead of just seeing it as part of the work they are set at home by their parents, aiming for fifty percent  because I understand that reading comes naturally but comes slowly overtime to children, I would also hope to see self-confidence boosts from the children with their literacy work reducing issues such as anxiety when voicing their opinion in group discussions and prestation work, more child led actives such a peer on peer working, storytelling and group discussions, better family engagement talk to those around the child to get more resources put in place at home such as reading books that slightly get harder to keep up to date with the children's reading levels, blank books so children can get creative with their literacy and writing skills and development of overall literacy skills overtime starting with at least one area of literacy at a time since the programme is only on twice a week not looking for big improvements straight away from the children but hoping slowly overtime with good attendance that they have big improvements to their literacy development and reading engagement. 
How I will determine if the book club is successful the child's parent and book club leader will monitor a child who attends the book clubs reading progress, will use the oxford reading tree which are colour coded books for example red, yellow and blue, A child's independent reading ability is matched to a coloured band, each of the books challenge a child's reading skills without being too difficult for them, record which coloured book the child is reading and moves them up a band when they show good reading skills and a good understanding of the book, A child who attends the book clubs  will progress quicker. 
Section Four
Children will be motivated to attend the community project if it provides a relaxed comfortable safe space filled with cushions and bean bags. Not a quiet space but a space where children are encouraged to connect with others. The club will be supervised by a teacher and volunteers, but it is the children who will lead the sessions. They get to choose reading games they want to play and the books they want to read, Children may also choose to make posters to advertise the club, make bookmarks or book covers. No child will be judged on their reading skills, a child will not be forced to read anything aloud, voluntary reading where a child takes turns but only if they want to, the session will include snack time where all children will be provided drinks and biscuits. 
Focusing in on more of the groups I will ensure community participation within my after-school club because outside participation is a vital part to the project I found three core participants starting with the core participations the children, it won't just focus on certain children everyone in the community is welcome for example children who like to read the club will give them challenges to help deepen their reading skills on the other hand the after school club will also support children who are struggling readers those who are not that confident with their literacy and reading the club will help them to improve that confidence being in a inclusive, non-judgemental group and children with additional learning needs it will be a place that they can get resources and work that suits them more that may not be provided to them at home giving them extra support on what they are learning in school.
The second vital part of the community participation is the parents/ carers of the children since they are the closet to the child and know the most about them ‘when parents engage actively with their child's education by staying involved with homework, creates a supportive and collaborative environment that promotes both academic and emotional development’ (Parentkind.2025) improving all areas of development for their child, depending on when the families are available they can be included at the end of the session when they come to pick up their child they can take part in the fifteen minute story time at the end, giving the parents chance to spend more time with their child and help them engage more with their literacy development and reading, since children tend to focus more with parents around, the resources provided by the club parents are welcome to take things such as the books they read with their child home ensuring the learning doesn't just end after the session does.
The third part of the community includes community settings and the workers in these settings, since they will be where the after-school sessions are taking place such as schools and libraries these settings allow children to feel a connection to others since ‘Communities, online or in person can create a safe space for children to express themselves and receive encouragement from others, They offer opportunities to engage in actives, share experiences and build relationships that foster a sense of belonging.’ (Baron, M.2025) to establish the connection with these local community settings I will make sure to be respectful to all staff members, take feedback from them if they have any, spilt any money earned equally and always show gratitude for allowing the sessions to take place in their setting attracting more children and families towards the project.
At the start of book club sessions children may not be motivated to read books. They may struggle with reading engagement and literacy development.  The children who attend the community project may feel that the sessions are a chore, so would have exceptionally low motivation to participate.  Over time the plan is to look at each child’s needs and to help them to develop a love of reading books.  I will not only be focussing on a child’s motivation, but also that of the parents.
Some parents may feel guilty about leaving their child in an after-school club. I will need to persuade the parents of the benefits of the club.  I will encourage parents to join us in the sessions and to read with their children thus supporting a connection between a parent and a child. Lastly, I will remove barriers by providing books and resources which also motivate the children and the parents to improve their reading skills.
The leadership of the club is particularly important a leader can encourage participation of others. To carry out this role to my full potential I will make sure that parents and children have a say in the running of the club and the activities on offer to them. 
I will encourage children to say what they think and to engage and talk with their peers thus improving social and cognitive development.  I will try to get everyone involved from children to parents, carers and staff working together to improve a child’s reading and literacy skills for those who are home schooled.

Section Five
There are many barriers that can be caused by the community that would affect active participation to my community engaged learning programme starting off with transportation and distance from home to the sessions, if children live in rural areas or a place where normal transportation isn't easy to access it will be really difficult to be able to attend sessions it would put a strain on children physically if walking is the only option and also could be very unsafe if children are walking alone, parents may also not be able to afford the cost of petrol taking their children back and forth to these sessions ‘transport is not just a logistical issue it has direct impact on attendance, wellbeing, independence and inclusion when transport fails learners miss out’ (White,D.2026).
The second potential barrier I discovered is the cost and affordability even though the project is coming from the community it can still come with some costs such as parents having to spend money to take their children to the setting using their cars since petrol is costing more and more each day, possible registration fees for the child to join the sessions and extra refreshments they may want to bring this will cause many barriers for those who come from disadvantaged backgrounds since they may not have enough money for all of it making it very hard for the children and families to want to attend even though it would have many benefits for the child its possibly not in the budget of many families in Swansea ‘cost of transport and expense of actives, including cost of equipment are barriers for children to participate in community learning’ (Welsh Government. 2025).
Third barrier is dispositional barriers these are barriers that the children and families can make up in their head's barriers that don't really exist that can cause in real life barriers in most cases resulting in anxiety and stress the fear of not knowing what the sessions might conation and who attends them and the big fear of being judged by the other children will cause the children to become withdrawn and shy just overall scared of being social this could be because of past negative experiences or its just somehow children are raised ‘some cases difficulties were experienced with learning due to a lack of confidence and self –belief' (Pennacchia, J. 2018) the less they attend because of the lack of self-confidence the less interested they become the children will end up losing motivation completely and end up self – isolating causing real barriers to their learning that can always get worse if not supported.
The fourth barrier I found is time demands this applies to the parents/ carers and the children the time demands found that are potential barriers are families working irregular hours so no one to pick the child up or drop them off at the sessions, other priorities at home and too much schoolwork to do any more extra literacy or reading work on top of it, all of these barriers put children on a time constraint that they can't meet causing the child to become withdrawn and stressed effecting other areas of development too‘72% of children exhibited signs of frustration due to rigid scheduling while 74% of teachers identified limited social interaction opportunities as a major concern’ (Rahman, M. N. A. 2025) Showing that not having enough time or too may time demands or other priorities can be detrimental to literacy development, and reading engagement and some cases social development of a child who wants to join a community setting.
The fifth barrier I discovered that can affect children who want to attend a community project is lack of awareness/ no marketization, zero outreach can lead to the project staying quiet, which means children end up missing out on the community project that they might really need to attend for their development, lack of awareness can also lead to very low funding for the project causing limited resources for the children and the project failing altogether.
The final barrier for children who want to participate in a community project is for children who have complex needs and circumstances ‘data shows that young people with a limiting disability or health condition are more likely to use their physical health or disability as a reason for non-participation' (AllChild.2025) creating more barriers for themselves long term.

Conclusion
Children’s reading and literacy skills in Swansea and in Wales are a big concern. Reading for pleasure among children as reached an all-time low and there are many concerns about falling literacy levels among school children of all ages. 
 Book clubs, community groups, and libraries in Swansea are helping children build confidence, improve their reading skills and encourage children to have a love of books and reading.  These clubs are reliant on support from teachers, families and volunteers and the attendance of the children themselves. They promote the importance of reading, create interactive reading activities, and make reading fun through games in a safe and comfortable setting.  They are vital to improve local children’s reading skills; they change reading from a test-driven task into a shared enjoyable experience. 
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