SJIE6006 Global perspectives on Education
‘Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies, Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.’
‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.’ (Mandela, 2003). The importance of education cannot be understated but education means different things to different people. A broad description would be that it is the acquisition of knowledge and skills and a process of learning that extends far outside a classroom environment (OECD, 2018). A right, not only learn facts and figures but to be able to evaluate them as well as developing the competences, morals and values needed to use what is learnt, in a positive way (Wood, 2011). As Orr (2004) highlighted, it is the most educated among the world’s population, who consume and waste the most of the earth’s precious resources. The author has chosen to look at the barriers to education in Malawi, especially for girls. Local and global policy will be referred to as well as a broad range of views and statistics to critically reflect on life the country itself and the historical changes in Education policy, children’s rights and educational access in Malawi. Evidence from a wide range of sources will be incorporated to consider the barriers and examine practical contributions being made in the education system, to help facilitate inclusion for all children.    
Malawi is an intriguing area because although it is one of the more stable countries in Africa, it is still one of the least developed in the world (World Bank, 2018). Like many other developing countries, although the financing of primary education is largely the responsibility of its government, a significant role in funding schools, teachers and resources is played by external donors including foreign aid and charitable projects (Malawi, Department for Education, 2014). More than 75 percent of Malawi’s primary schools have been built with local community support (Starfish Malawi, 2019). 
Situated in sub-Saharan Africa, the Republic of Malawi is a landlocked country, sharing borders with Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia. It is largely agricultural with the main exports being tobacco, tea, sugar, cotton and uranium. It is also heavily reliant on imports in the form of food products, petroleum, building materials, fertilisers and transport equipment (Commonwealth Network, 2018). 

Locally grown food supplies remain precarious due to climate variations and this can lead to hunger when crops fail (BBC, 2018). The population of the country in 2017 was estimated to be 18.6 million with 53 per cent of the population living below the poverty line which has a major effect on the numbers of children in education (World Bank, 2017). Additional figures produced by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 2018 show life expectancy to be 64.1 years placing the country at 146 for world life expectancy (World Health Rankings, 2018). In 2018, Malawi ranked 171 out of 189 other countries and territories on the United Nations’ Human Development Index (HDI) which is used as criteria for assessing a country’s development and to question national policy choices. (United Nations, 2018). 
Malawi’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2018 was 6.89 Billion US Dollars (Statista, 2019) The GDP is an important indicator of a country’s wealth and power and the country’s GDP is predicted to continue to rise to 8.77 Billion US Dollars by 2022. After decades of underdevelopment, continuing political corruption (World Bank, 2017) and the devastating impact of HIV-Aids that has torn the country apart, Malawi is now starting to achieve economic growth and investment in health and education are growing but there is much more to be accomplished to improve the lives of all its people (BBC, 2018).    
[bookmark: _Hlk6393092]The people of Malawi are Bantu in origin, and they are warm and friendly, often living with extended families in huts which are grouped together into small villages. A spirit of cooperation prevails as family members share both work and resources (Earth Cultures, 2019). A total of 85% of those living in poverty, live in rural areas, and a higher percentage are women (One World Centre, 2018). The country has the highest rates of educational exclusion and girls are often the first victims (UNESCO, 2018). For every 5 children between the ages of 6 and 11, more than 1 is out of school. According to the UNESCO Institute for statistics (UIS), almost 60% of youth between the ages of about 15 and 17 are not attending school (UNESCO, 2018). In 2017 15.3 million boys and 19,1 million girls in sub-Saharan Africa were out of primary education compared to just 1 million and 0.9 million respectively across Europe and Central America (UNESCO, 2017). This can only change by effectively actioning and funding policies and legislation that is put in place. Signed declarations and goodwill are not enough. Education and Children’s Rights have been at the forefront for discussion and policy making around the globe for decades. 

The League of Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1924, which made child protection and the rights to develop normally, be fed, sheltered and comforted, the responsibility of the whole world and not just the responsibility of families, communities or even countries. The declaration became known as the Geneva Declaration and it stated that children must be put in a position to earn a living. In most cases, to be able to do this, a child needs an education (UNICEF, 2018). In 1945 the League of Nations was replaced by the United Nations  and December 1948 saw the adoption of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights to help improve the lives of people from all nations across the world and the 26th article declared that ‘education is a universal right that belongs to everyone without exceptions.’ (UN General Council, 1948). In 1959 the Declaration of the rights of the child was endorsed and it expanded on the principles of the Geneva Declaration in aiming to provide special care and legal protection for children (UNICEF, 2018), although neither of the declarations defined when childhood starts or ends. 
The 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) became the first legally binding internation convention to incorporate all human rights and it comprised of 54 articles (UNIFEF, 2018). Article 28 states all children have a right to a free primary education and that richer countries must help poorer countries to provide this. Article 29 states education must focus on a child’s development and encourage respect for human rights, parents, cultures and the environment (UNICEF, 2018). Even though there has been a great deal of progress since 1989, the situation in the world is still far from perfect with 2018 figures showing 260 million children in the world are still out of primary and lower secondary school education, and 90 per cent of children in sub- Saharan Africa cannot read or write or do not meet minimum attainment for reading and math (World Bank, 2018). The UNCRC forms the basis for most children’s policies across the world, including here in Wales by implementing the UNCRC into everything we do regarding our children and young people (WAG, 2015). 
Garnier (2012) believes that guaranteeing all children in the world the same rights is idealistic as the convention was drawn up in the western world yet children in different countries, have different cultures and different rights and needs and economic, social and political differences exist so it is difficult to apply the same rights to children across the world when they don’t live in the same conditions. 
Whereas Holzcheiter (2010) believes the UNCRC is the main force behind children’s rights and policy making worldwide. Opinions vary but the right to be kept safe at work and to be fairly paid (Article 32) and the right to play and rest (Article 31) are difficult to achieve in a country where a child’s basic right to food, clothing and shelter (Article 27) are far from satisfied (UNICEF, 2018). Access to basic necessities for sustaining life such as food and water is an issue that continually highlights the differences between children in developing as opposed to developed countries (Cregan and Cuthbert, 2014) although 2018 figures released by The Food Foundation reveal that 4 million British children are now at risk of malnutrition as their families struggle to provide healthy food and the reliance on Food Banks are more prevalent than ever. (The Food Foundation, 2018).
In 1990 Africa devised its own African Charter of the Rights and Welfare of the Child, known as the Banjul Charter or Children’s Charter (WHO, 2019). It was ratified in 1999 and it originated as the African member states believed the UNCRC had missed out important matters specific to Africa such as cultural values and experience, the lack of a welfare state in most African countries, challenging traditional views on issues such as Female Gender Mutilation and child marriage as well as accounting for parental rights and economic factors. The charter is more in keeping with life in Africa and clarifies the rights and responsibilities of children rather than just what adults should do (ACHPR, 2019). Olowu (2002) proposes that the Charter compliments rather than opposes the UNCRC. He sees it a great step forward in international efforts to give children the rights and protection they are entitled to but stresses that the principles of the charter must be adopted in practice and carried through policy and legislation down to the communities in which the children live. 
In 2000, following a summit of the United Nations, the Millennium Developments Goals (MDGs) were endorsed by governments across the world and education goals were included in 2 of its 8 goals (McCowan and Unterhalter, 2015). The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted in 2015 by the international community, it’s aim is to eradicate poverty through sustainable development by 2030. The main target for Education is Sustainable Development Goal 4 which aims to ‘ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all’ (UNESCO, 2019).

Free Primary Education in Malawi, for children aged 6 to 14, was introduced in 1994 and pupil enrolment increased from 1.6 million to over 3 million in one year (Ripple Africa, 2018). This increase crippled the education system in the country as there was a shortage of classrooms and a lack of qualified teachers. Over the last 24 years, more children in the country have access to free education but the quality of it has decreased due to underfunding and lack of staffing and teaching resources. Weak infrastructure, poor hygiene and low teaching quality are also attributed to a decrease in educational quality (Borgen Project, 2018). Free Primary Education was ‘a victim of its own success’. (Malawi. Department of Education, 2014). Even though there has been a great deal of progress since that time, the situation in the world is still far from perfect with 2018 figures showing 260 million children in the world are still out of primary and lower secondary school education, and 90 per cent of children in sub- Saharan Africa cannot read or write or do not meet minimum attainment for reading and math (World Bank, 2018).
Apart from the main barriers to education in Malawi such as poverty and inadequate schools or teaching staff, further obstacles relating to these can be found in the huge distances between villages and schools, school fees and uniforms, poor sanitation, childhood marriage and disease (mainly HIV-Aids) (Borgen Project, 2018). Natural disasters like the recent Cyclone Idai in March 2019 only add to the country’s problems. The worst weather-related disaster on record in Southern Africa devastated infostructure in Malawi and the neighbouring countries of Mozambique and Zimbabwe. With communities, schools, roads and sanitation works among the casualties the uphill battle to creating better lives, continues (Amnesty, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk6481830]For girls, the rise in HIV-Aids has increased demands for them to stay at home to care for sick relatives or siblings. 2017 figures show 9.6 percent of the adult population in Malawi are living with HIV-Aids and there are still over 17,000 deaths annually (CIA, 2017). Poverty also leads to an increase in early marriage and pregnancy rates. Poor physical and sanitary conditions at home and school and the lack of access to sanitary products, further increase difficulties. In addition, there have also been increases in gender-based violence in rural areas and sexual harassment of girls by male teachers and fellow students (One World Centre, 2018). A change in politics and practical solutions need to be sought if the country is to reach Sustainable Development Goal number 4 (to ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning) and number 5 (the achievement of gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls). (One World Centre, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk6484015]Enhancing girls’ access to high-quality education is a global priority that is articulated in the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. It is also a national priority in Malawi. The government is working to reduce student to teacher ratios which averaged at 80:1 in 2016 but are often more than 100:1 in rural areas (Robertson, 2017) by providing grants to encourage teachers to work in rural areas and to it is also making the increasing the number of female teachers a priority, as they are good role models for girls. Increasing the number of schools offering morning and afternoon shift patterns is another option being explored (Malawi, Department of Education, 2008). Figures show that 38 percent of primary school children and 80 percent of secondary school children travel on foot for over 30 minutes to reach their nearest school. Building additional schools and providing bicycles have been identified as ways to reduce travel times. Furthermore, these actions would help reduce opportunities for gender-based violence against girls while travelling to and from school, which is an issue that can affect girl’s attendance. (Robertson, Cassity and Kunkwenzu, 2017).
Period poverty is another reason for girls not attending school says leading charity Action Aid, who campaign for women and girls’ rights across the world. An estimated 1 in 10 girls in Africa miss school during their menstrual time due to lack of sanitary hygiene products, embarrassment and the cultural myths and taboos about periods that persist. Missing days can lead to school drop outs and make girls more vulnerable to child marriage or pregnancy (Action Aid, 2019). Here in the UK it is estimated that around 137,000 girls miss school each year in the UK because of lack of access to sanitary products. Trial schemes to provide free products has helped increase school attendance figures by nearly a third, prompting governments in Scotland, England and Wales to provide free products in schools (BBC, 2018). In Malawi, help is being given to girls in schools in some areas and like here in the UK, it is making a difference (Action Aid, 2019). Collaborative global learning with partner schools in different countries gives young people in the UK and abroad an opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes to live and work in a global economy  and making them more aware of their own lifestyle responsibilities and the similarities and differences in the lives of children in different countries.(Connecting Classrooms, 2019). These global perspectives in education help pave the way to meeting the needs of future generations regarding building sustainable futures by raising awareness of human rights, cultural identity, justice and initiatives to help restore peace in countries in conflict (Orr, 2004).
[bookmark: _GoBack]British Charity ‘Comic Relief’ has raised over £1 Billion since its launch in 1985 and supports incredible projects such as raising awareness of Disabled People’s rights (1991 and 1994), Challenging domestic violence (2003) and Empowering African Women (1997). Projects that help to tackle inequality bring lasting change, both abroad and here in the Britain (Comic Relief, 2019). Every year 12 million underage girls, some as young as 14, get married as they believe it is a way out of poverty and they have no other choice. That is 23 every minute. If they stay in school, they may go hungry so instead they give up education in the hope of a brighter future. They often leave their communities to marry men they have never met before (Comic Relief, 2019). Comic Relief supports many projects in Malawi and one of them is working in partnership with Oxfam to involve communities in stopping child marriage. Figures show that 42 percent of girls in Malawi are child brides (UNICEF, 2018). Charitable projects work with local leaders to trace child brides, such as 15 year old Bernadetta and bring them back to their communities where they help to inspire change and educate girls and the charity provides support for their education in the form of school uniform and daily meals (Comic Relief, 2019). Bernadetta is now back in school but around the world there are 650 million child brides (Reid, 2018) but the movement against it strengthens year on year, fighting to give girls the choices they deserve and help them to find other ways out of poverty (UNICEF, 2018). In February 2017, the Malawi Government adopted a constitutional amendment that raised the legal age of marriage from 15 years to 18 years, and efforts to annul customary marriages are ongoing (Robertson, 2017). This should help to lower education drop out figures for girls as in 2016, marriage was said to account for 16 percent of school dropouts, making it the third most common reason for girls dropping out of secondary school after school fees (27 percent) and pregnancy (27 percent) (Robertson, 2017). 
Unfortunately, girls in Malawi continue to be disadvantaged. Even though significant progress has been made in raising the number of girls who attend primary school (UNESCO, 2018), figures for those attending secondary school and educational outcomes, compared to boys, remain low. The government in Malawi recognises, in its own 5-year Education Section Implementation Plan, that the country’s economic future is under threat if the education system does not provide a young generation with the necessary skills and capacities to achieve the national development goals. Enhancing girls’ access to high-quality education is a global priority. It is also a national priority in Malawi. (Malawi Department for Education, 2014). 
Many experts believe that education and especially increasing the numbers of educated girls,  can help alleviate poverty and develop countries, therefore education in Malawi has the potential to improve further throughout the coming years (Hinteregger, 2017).
‘The greatest single challenge facing our globalised world is to combat and eradicate its disparities.’ (Mandela, 1998). Inequality, injustice, war and persecution have been tearing family lives apart, across the globe, for thousands of years and even today, while some children take education for granted, others take enormous risks in just being able to access it. Huge issues such as child marriage and period poverty prevent girls from a right to an education that could create new opportunities and solutions to enrich their lives. Charity partnerships are often criticised for encouraging pity instead of empathy, but they help to eradicate stereotyping. The effects of well organised and structured partnerships that provide sustained commitment in supporting local people, are well documented and clear for all to see and they put pressure on governments to fulfil their own responsibilities and be accountable to their own people. As the global population grows and migrates, social and cultural diversity increases and more child around the world have dreams as well as rights and needs. Children want to be equal but also have the freedom to be who they are and be able to express themselves, at the same time. In an increasingly interconnected and globalised world, wealth should not merely be about money but also about quality of life. Education has a critical role to play in raising a generation of children and equipping them with the skills and vision to look beyond their communities and question, explore, respect, understand and have their voice heard. 
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