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CLCS5010
Literature and Culture in the Reign of Nero
(Module Syllabus)


Module Code: 		CLCS5010
Credit points: 			20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Semester 1
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Cobb			


AIM(S)
· To enable students to evaluate and analyse the main literary, artistic and cultural developments taking place leading up to and during the reign of the Emperor Nero.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
1. adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the subject in order to understand the cultural and historical significance of a broad range of literature and art that were created during the reign of Nero;
2. to be able to place the development of this literature and art in a broader social and historical context;
3. to be able to critically engage with a wide array of modern scholarship that relates to this literature;

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The module will examine to what we might regard the Neronian period as ushering in a new flowering of Roman literature and art.
· Whether this apparent flowering happened because of the interest, patronage and participation of Nero or in spite of it.
· The impact the developments of this period where to have on later Roman literature and art.
· The varieties of genres which will be examined include the novel, satire, epic, tragedy, philosophy, moral epistles, and agrarian texts.
· The art examined will range from wall paintings and sculptures to representations on coins.

OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME
Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours. If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email me (m.cobb@tsd.ac.uk). You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course. 

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
This 20-credit module has 30 contact hours. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform Liann Parker (L.Parker@uwtsd.ac.uk) from the Faculty Office by email.

Lectures will take place on Tuesdays at: TBC

Course Outline:

	Type
	Content

	Week 1
	Introduction

	
	The challenges of being a princeps 

	
	Historical and Biographical sources 

	Week 2
	Nero Childhood and Education

	
	The Succession

	
	Seneca Apocolocyntosis

	Week 3
	Nero’s “Five Golden Years”

	
	Tyranny and Debauchery Unchecked

	
	Petronius Satyricon – Dinner with Trimalchio

	Week 4
	Philosophy and Culture under Nero

	
	Representation of Nero in Art

	
	Persius, Satire and “Asses Ears”

	Week 5
	Oral Presentations (student assessment)

	
	Oral Presentations (student assessment)

	
	Oral Presentations (student assessment)

	Week 6
	Troubles in Britain and Armenia

	
	The pageantry of power – Tiridates comes to Rome

	
	Lucan and the Pharsalia 

	Week 7
	The Great Fire of Rome and Burning Christians 

	
	Julio-Claudian building programme and the Domus Aurea

	
	Christian Tradition and Nero

	Week 8
	Jewish Strife under the Julio-Claudians

	
	Conspiracies and the Death of a Dynasty 

	
	Debate – Why did Nero Fail?

	Week 9
	“Year of the Four Emperors” and Nero’s Legacy

	
	Seneca as a Tragic Figure

	
	The Octavia 

	Week 10
	Quo Vadis (1951 MGM film)

	
	Quo Vadis (1951 MGM film)

	
	Discussion of Quo Vadis




ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1 – 50% - Presentations will take place in Week 5 (in class – after reading week)
A 15 minute individual presentation with 5 minutes of questions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The presentations can be based on themes connected to one of the following topics. However, you must get approval from the lecturer before proceeding:
1.	Seneca’s influence on Nero 
2.	Nero’s childhood and rise to power 
3.	The portrayal of Poppaea Sabina in the sources
4.	Stoic opposition to the Principate in the reign of Nero
5.	Nero on screen and stage

Assessment Component 2 – 50% - Deadline 24th of April (last point of submission 23:59). 
One 2,000 word Essay assignment.
The choices are as follows:

1) Critically analyse whether Seneca wrote the Apocolocyntosis and what purposes this work may have served.

2) Critically discuss the notion of whether Nero had any coherent military or diplomatic objectives in the East.

3) Why did Nero desire to be associated with Apollo/Helios? How credible is the idea that Nero wished to institute a “solar monarchy”?

4) Critically discuss why a number of Nero’s cultural and athletic pursuits were so controversial for some members of the Roman elite.

General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle. Please follow the instructions on the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work. The deadline for submission will be at 3 pm on the day given above. You will also need to retain a second electronic copy of your work to be submitted, if deemed appropriate, to the module convenor.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that our Student Support Liaison Officer, Dr Matthew Cobb (m.cobb@tsd.ac.uk), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 

Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the School of Classics Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.
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