Lola Brecht
The destiny/destination theme
Peter Brecht and his wife Lola are on the train to Prague. This is to be their destination. He is an evangelist and the intention is that he will be attending a convention of evangelists. She wants to see her old friend Marthe. Suddenly, Brecht gets off the train at a place called Slavkov. What Lola doesn’t know is that there is a war going on in the enclave of Slavkov. In the play, the characters of Imri and Imra – a brother and sister – represent this war.
Brecht has got off the train, as Lola suspects, because he’s read about Reinhardt Bonnke. Bonnke is a world famous evangelist who Brecht is deeply envious of. Brecht knows about the war in Slavkov and his action of getting off the train is petulant but justified by him as an act that will provoke his destiny. He has done this without any consideration for his wife. He has chosen destiny over destination.

